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Administrative Data 


Mojave National Preserve is located in the eastern Mojave Desert in California. Established by 
Congress on October 31, 1994 as a component of the California Desert Protection Act (CDPA), 
Mojave is a relatively new unit of the National Park Service (NPS). Within the Preserve’s 1.6 
million acres there is a diverse mix of geologic features complemented by unique plant and 
animal life. Evidence of human use ranges from prehistoric (12,000 ybp) to present day use 
including recreation, mining and cattle ranching. 


The Bonanza King Mine, located in the Providence Mountains in the south-central part of the 
Preserve, was one of the richest silver mines in California history. The mine and mill were in 
production from 1880 to 1885 and then sporadically into the 1920s. Miners developed a town 
called Providence adjacent to the mine. Providence thrived during the boom times at the mine, 
with a post office, voting precinct and population of hundreds. The town’s fortunes mirrored that 
of the mine, and by the 1920s Providence was abandoned. Its unique array of stone cabins and 
commercial buildings remain today as ruins in a relatively isolated part of the Preserve near 
Providence Mountains State Recreation Area (Mitchell Caverns) and the 7IL Ranch. 


This document provides information that will aid Preserve managers, staff and contractors in the 
planned preservation of Providence. It is presented in three parts: a brief history of Providence 
and the Bonanza King Mine; a detailed physical assessment of the remaining features at 
Providence that may be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places; and discussion 
about preservation issues and challenges with recommendations for the stabilization and 
preservation of features at Providence. Resources include the deteriorating tuff walls of a 
substantial former cookhouse, features at the mine superintendent’s compound, 48 tumbled stone 
habitations and habitation sites, a stone horse corral, roadways and small-scale features. 


The Preserve’s General Management Plan (GMP) envisions Mojave National Preserve as “a 
natural environment and a cultural landscape (an aridlands ecosystem overlain by many layers of 
human occupation and use from prehistoric, to historic, to the present time), where the protection 
of native desert ecosystems, natural processes, and historic resources 1s assured for future 
generations.” The GMP identifies potential cultural landscapes in the Preserve that are 
potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, including Providence and the 
mine. The Preserve’s List of Classified Structures (LCS) and Cultural Landscape Inventory 
(CLI) do not presently include structures or features located at Providence, and preservation 
treatment levels have not been adopted. This document is intended to guide Preserve staff in 
carrying out these goals. 


With funding for a Vanishing Treasures project at Providence (PMIS 120267), Mojave National 
Preserve contracted BC Schmidt Construction, Inc. (BCS) of Williams, California to produce 
this report. BCS’s team included D. S. (Dewey) Livingston, a historian with 24 years’ experience 
with NPS cultural resources programs. Mr. Livingston conducted research and a field evaluation 
of Providence townsite and prepared this report. BCS provided all project oversight. In the field 
and in preparing this draft report, the contractor followed the Scope of Work dated June 2011. 
This report is submitted as fulfillment of contract solicitation number P11PX80813, dated June 
27, 2011. 
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Location and Environs 


Until the popularity of ghost towns blossomed in the 1960s, Providence had apparently never 
been named on a map. However its neighbor and reason for existence, the Bonanza King Mine, 
has consistently appeared on maps of the area since the 1880s. The site is not particularly remote, 
but the money and subsequent publicity was in the mine, not the town, and so the latter’s name 
and location faded into obscurity. 


Providence 1s located at an elevation of about 4,200 feet in the central portion of the eastern 
slope of the Providence Mountains, within Mojave National Preserve in eastern San Bernardino 
County. A federally designated wilderness area boundary is immediately adjacent to Providence 
and the Bonanza King Mine on the west and north sides. A little over two miles to the south of 
Providence is the combined Mitchell Caverns State Natural Preserve/Providence Mountains State 
Recreation Area, and two miles farther is Foshay Pass, the only breach in the range other than 
the much more challenging Macedonia Canyon pass at the extreme north end. 


There are no towns of significant size within 60 miles of Providence. The nearest post office 1s 
30 miles southeast at Essex, a fading town on old Route 66. Essex’s neighbor to the east, Fenner 
is closer to Providence but now consists of only an Interstate-serving truck stop. Farther east is 
Goffs (towns on this section of railroad were named alphabetically), home of the Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association’s historic Goffs Schoolhouse. Needles, on the Colorado River 
and with a population of 4,844 (2010 census), is 67 miles by road. Barstow, population 22,639 
(2010 census) and headquarters for the Preserve, is 128 miles from Providence. San Bernardino, 
the county seat, 1s 204 miles by road. 


About ten miles due west over the mountains is the small railroad settlement of Kelso, now the 
site of Mojave National Preserve’s Kelso Depot Visitor Center. Northeast of Providence, 18 
miles by indirect road and about eight miles as the crow flies, is Hole-in-the-Wall, the site of a 
smaller park visitor center/ranger station with a fire station and campground. The closest settled 
area to Providence is the Blair Brothers’ 7[L Ranch, 2.6 miles by road and located in the 
Whiskey Valley directly below the Bonanza King Mine. The original Bonanza King Mill was 
located here, 1882-1885. 


Roads in the area range from the busy four-lane Interstate 40, in view yet 23 miles away, to the 
typical local two-lane paved roads including Essex Road and Black Canyon Road, to the 
maintained dirt roads such as upper Black Canyon Road, Wild Horse Canyon Road, Foshay Pass 
road, and the access road for the 7[L Ranch near Providence. There are many miles of 
unmaintained, yet used, dirt roads, many of which had historical origins and are little used today. 
These include the historic 22.5-mile Fenner-Providence Wagon Road, which follows a perfect 
tangent from the former railroad station at Fenner to Providence, only interrupted by some low 
hills at Colton Well. The road to Providence and the Bonanza King Mine is only accessible by 
four-wheel-drive vehicles because of some wash crossings and steep rocky portions. Railroads 
still traverse this part of the Mojave Desert: to the south the Santa Fe line (constructed 1882) 
follows old Route 66 through Essex, Fenner, and Goffs on its east-west journey across the 
country, while to the west over the range the Union Pacific Railroad (constructed 1905) pulls its 
way up the grade from Kelso to Cima and on to Las Vegas. 
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To reach Providence, leave Interstate 40 at the Essex/Mitchell Caverns exit and head 
north/northwest on paved Essex Road into Mojave National Preserve. Passing the junction of 
Black Canyon Road on the right, at 13.6 miles turn right at the signed 7IL Ranch road. Visitors 
from the Hole-in-the-Wall area to the north would turn right (west) on Essex Road. In 7.9 miles, 
bear left at a narrow dirt road marked with a sign, “Bonanza King Mine.” The 7IL Ranch is 
private, and vehicles are not allowed to continue on that road. In .7 miles, an even smaller dirt 
road bears left, marked by two dirt piles that must be driven over. This is the main Providence 
road, which crosses a wash and ascends the alluvial fan to the townsite 1.1 miles distant. One 
may also reach Providence by staying on the Bonanza King road, but this longer route is 
discouraged because of potentially dangerous mine resources including toxic materials, open 
mine shafts, failing structures, and private property issues (the adjacent Bonanza King Mine 
claim is privately owned). 


Setting, Geology and Vegetation Overview 


The boomtown of Providence, born of a rich silver strike in 1880, enjoyed a fine location that 
benefited its hard-working occupants. The residents of Providence escaped the worst of the 
desert heat at a pleasant elevation that also afforded views, shelter, and easy proximity to the 
mine workings. The location also supplied plenty of building material, although of only one type: 
stone. The lack of nearby construction-grade timber forced the early residents to build almost 
entirely from the stones found underfoot. Only after a good road and rail connection was 
established could Providence see much building in wood, and yet such edifices as one usually 
finds in a ghost town of this period still proved to be the exception. 


The site of Providence overlooks a vast 709 square mile basin called Fenner Valley that is 
bounded by the Marble and Providence mountains, and including the Clipper Mountains, on the 
west; the Providence and New York mountains (including Mid Hills, the Hackberry Mountains 
and part of Lanfair Valley) on the north; the Piute and Old Woman mountains on the east; and 
the Ship and Old Woman mountains on the south.’ The townsite is literally perched at the edge 
of the steep and scenic slopes of Edgar Peak and its neighbors; with this massif at one’s back, a 
visitor looks southeastward at a seemingly interminable slope offering a 100-mile view towards 
Blythe and Arizona. To the left looking out, one sees the lower Whiskey Valley, location of the 
71L Ranch headquarters, and portions of Wild Horse Mesa. 


Providence sits at the dramatic shoulder of the Providence Range, with nearby limestone peaks 
attaining 6,000-7,000 feet. The highest of these 1s Edgar Peak (7,162 feet), the landmark that 
looms over Providence from about two miles southwest. Deep canyons are cut into the range and 
have, for centuries, deposited erosional materials downward into the Fenner Valley, creating a 
series of huge alluvial fans. The town was built on a comparatively small limestone alluvial 
deposit flowing out of what has been called Bonanza King Canyon. This sloping plain flowed 
around two of the many volcanic rhyolytic hills that protruded from the canyon’s detritus, and 
these steep slopes comprise part of Providence. Accordingly, the cabins built on the alluvium are 
almost exclusively limestone and the cabins on the hills are of rhyolite. In the wash that flows 
east from Providence there are examples of the two types only 30 feet away from each other. 


' Fenner Valley Groundwater Basin. California’s Groundwater Bulletin 118, page 1. 
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Geologically, Providence has two distinct neighborhoods: the blue-gray limestone flats and the 
red-brown rhyolite hills. 


On the rhyolite hillside at northeast Providence, miners found an outcrop of rhyolitic volcanic 
tuff, a light-colored soft stone that could be easily quarried and used for construction. Examples 
of tuff as a building material are found around the world and even in ancient times. The most 
prominent building at Providence was constructed of tuff blocks, and these were also used in 
construction at the mine. While tuff buildings can be very stable and solid, they must be 
maintained: tuff will “melt” with wind and rain exposure, and so there are many examples of 
deteriorated tuff blocks at Providence and the Bonanza King Mine. 


The site of Providence lies at 4,200 feet and features a rich variety of high desert plants. Similar 
to Mitchell Caverns two miles south, the Bonanza King Mine area attracted prominent botanists 
including Philip A. Munz, Willis Linn Jepson, and Mary Beal, and still draws not only mining 
buffs but also naturalists and nature photographers. 


The most common plant seen 1s creosote bush (Larrea tridentate), with a similar-sized bush 
called catclaw (Acacia greggii) also numerous. Mojave yucca (Yucca shidigera) is scattered 
throughout the upper elevations of Providence, and various species of sage including Great basin 
Sagebrush (Artemissia tridentate) can be found. The most prolific small flowering plant noted is 
fall-blooming desert sunflower (Geraea canescens), which is found growing inside many of the 
ruins and is especially vibrant in the canyon behind Providence. Visitors must beware of the 
“jumping” buckhorn cholla cactus (Opuntia acanthocarpa), and a few patches of what appears to 
be pancake-pear cactus (Opuntia chlorotica) are found in the western reaches of town. Other 
cacti include California barrel cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus) and cotton-top cactus 
(Echinocactus polycephalus). Grasses supply forage for cattle from the nearby 7IL ranch, an 
operation whose predecessors date to the 1880s (among the founders and early residents of 
Providence are key players in the formation of the Rock Springs Land & Cattle Company that 
controlled over a million acres in the area into the 1920s). 


Vegetation at Providence is for the most part benign in relation to historic resources, but there 
are examples of creosote, catclaw and yucca plants causing damage to structural stability of rock 
walls and retaining walls. For the most part, the small plants like sage and sunflower show 
negligible impact. 


Physical Layout of Providence 


As noted above, Providence is located on an alluvial fan and has no absolutely level ground 
except for that which was created by residents. A majority of the buildings there were 
constructed as partial dugouts, in which the builder excavated a flat surface resulting in cut banks 
(usually reinforced by stone) and fill areas. The sloping nature of the land provided a natural 
hierarchy wherein the company’s overseer could live and work at the upper elevations with a 
good view of both the mine and the town; the commercial area sat centrally, and the workers 
lived in huts scattered around the edges in three or four “neighborhoods.” 


The planners of Providence, if they can be called that, laid out a small town utilizing the cardinal 
points: parallel streets, major buildings facing precisely (magnetic) north. Although the precision 
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of the grid has softened with time, it is obvious that the town fathers intended to create a town 
center, and they placed the administrative headquarters at the terminus of the roads into town. 
The orientation of the town also seems to take into account the pattern of flows from the canyon 
behind. 


Visitors enter Providence from the east on a narrow dirt road. In terms of magnetic bearings, the 
road runs almost precisely east-west. As the road enters Providence it splits and soon two roads 
parallel each other. This section might be considered the “downtown” commercial area, with the 
cookhouse the major remaining structure. At least two, and possibly three, short roadways form 
cross streets. These two main parallel roads continue up to the hill to a point where they rejoin 
just below the superintendent’s residence. The three or four “blocks” formed by this grid 
contained six leveled areas of greater extent than seen in other sections of Providence except for 
the superintendent’s residence. 


The largest residential neighborhood was created south and east of the gridded blocks. While the 
pattern of the 16 known buildings in this section generally follow the road layout and most 
structures were oriented cardinally, the “rows” tend to more follow the small washes and 
drainages on that slope, no doubt a practical solution. There are no visible roadways here, 
although traces of connecting trails can occasionally be seen. One roadway continues from the 
downtown grid and heads south/southwest, possibly to other mines in the area. This road forms 
the western edge of the south neighborhood. Perhaps curiously, no building remains have been 
located west of this road. 


Down by the cookhouse, a major road splits off towards the northwest, following the toe of the 
slope and directly to the Bonanza King Mine. This may represent the first roadway to the mine, 
prior to the development of Providence. The south side of the roadway consists largely of 
drainage and undeveloped areas, and two old roads that split off towards the west and northwest. 
Facing the north side of the road 1s a large filled and leveled area opposite the cookhouse; the 
junction to the tuff quarry road; and a row of houses towards the western end of the road. 


Another distinct “neighborhood” hugs the hillside up the tuff quarry road and below it in the 
wash, forming the northern side of Providence town. This area is composed of rhyolite rock, and 
all the buildings are constructed of rhyolite. The only pattern evident here, because of steep and 
rocky hillside and cliffs, is a ragged linear following of road and/or wash. 


The zone northwest of “downtown” was sparsely settled, probably because of the many washes 
that thread through the area. The north part of this zone, which lies between the town and the 
mine, hosted two livery stables, with corrals. 


What could be called West Providence is dominated by the superintendent’s residence located on 
a leveled area, practically a knoll, overlooking Providence and the valley below. All roads lead to 
this site, including a direct roadway to the mine workings. Five habitations are found 1n the cliffs 
northwest of the residence, all constructed of rhyolite, and two additional sites are found farther 
up the wash. An old wagon road is evident ascending the wash and canyon, which is now 
designated wilderness. An isolated and well-built two-room limestone cabin lies southwest of the 
superintendent’s residence, and far up the canyon are the remains of a limestone cabin. 
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Previous Research and Surveys 


This Condition Assessment follows an archeological survey done in 2004-2005 by Mojave 
National Preserve archeologist David Nichols and three interns. That survey produced measured 
sketches and GPS points for most of the structures studied here, and developed the feature 
numbering system. Nichols’ field notes and photo documentation were destroyed in a fire. The 
field sketches have proven valuable for this current study. 


No known survey had been completed before Nichols’. Two documents about desert mining and 
towns, followed by related articles, excerpts, and website material, are the only other work about 
Providence and the Bonanza King Mine of any substance. These are: Desert Fever: An Overview 
of Mining in the California Desert Conservation Area (1980), compiled for BLM by Larry 
Vredenburgh and others, had a chapter about the mine and town; and a series of papers by Alan 
Hensher culminating in “The Historical Mining Towns of the Eastern Mojave Desert” (2005). 
These works provided the only other detailed account of Providence. Hensher and Vredenburgh 
teamed up on the book Ghost Towns of the Mojave Desert which featured Providence. Hensher 
produced a number of articles based on his research that appeared in magazines and newsletters. 
Vredenburgh’s and Hensher’s works have laid the groundwork for more comprehensive studies 
and discussions of context. 


Under contract with the National Park Service, Heidi Koenig of the Anthropological Studies 
Center at Sonoma State University authored an excellent study entitled Mining History of 
Mojave National Preserve. Koenig developed a four-phase framework for mining history in the 
Preserve, in which Providence falls within the context “Silver Mining in Mojave National 
Preserve, 1863-1893.” 


Newspapers in southern California and elsewhere often reported news from the Bonanza King 
Mine, providing historians with voluminous amounts of detail. Otherwise, the subject of 
Providence has only been touched upon in numerous books and articles about mining camps and 
ghost towns of California. Aaron Dudley and Alvin Fickewirth may have been the first to write 
about and photograph Providence as a ghost town attraction, 1n their article “Ghosts of the 
Mojave” that appeared in Westways Magazine in 1941. Desert magazine published several 
articles about the town between 1960 and 1974, and Providence was featured in books such as A. 
L. Abbott’s California Ghost Town Trails (1966) and Philip Varney’s Southern California’s Best 
Ghost Towns: A Practical Guide (1990). Western historian and author Remi Nadeau wrote about 
Providence in The Silver Seekers: They Tamed California’s Last Frontier (1999) but used 
secondary sources. 


The Bonanza King Mine was covered regularly in the various state bulletins such as Reports of 
the State Mineralogist, California Mining Bureau Reports and the California Journal of Mines 
and Geology. These articles rarely mentioned Providence but provided context to the history of 
the town. The private Mining and Scientific Journal also reported extensively on the Bonanza 
King Mine, and occasionally mentioned Providence. 


Research time allotted for this study produced a great deal of material, however many loose ends 


were not pursued due to time restraints. It is hoped that further research will result in a more 
comprehensive historical narrative about this fascinating town. 
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Contamination at Providence Townsite 


As noted in the historical narrative that opens this report, Providence was closely associated both 
thematically and physically with the Bonanza King Mine, a complex silver mine and processing 
mill in operation sporadically between 1880 and 1927. The town grew immediately adjacent to 
the mine workings and its fortunes were tied with the various opening and closures of the mine. 
Mining practices of the 19" and 20" centuries included the use of a variety of toxic metals and 
chemicals in processing the ore. Historically, the byproducts and leftovers of these materials 
were stored on site, dumped in convenient places, or possibly even used for other purposes off 
site. 


Physically, Providence is not in the same sub-watershed as the mine and mill, and so eroding 
materials used in the mining operation would presumably have had more effect on the adjacent 
(north) drainage over the dividing low hill. However, materials were transported to at least two 
locations in Providence for unknown reasons and have resulted in low levels of contamination in 
the town area. It 1s also likely that wind-borne materials have reached Providence. 


Mojave National Preserve commissioned a Preliminary Assessment/Site Investigation (PA/SI) at 
Bonanza King Mine along with 20 other mining sites in 2003 to characterize the threats to 
humans or the environment from environmental contamination. Based on the findings of the 
PA/SI, Mojave National Preserve hired a contractor to perform an Engineering Evaluation/Cost 
Analysis (EE/CA) on Bonanza King Mine for the non-time critical removal action of the 
contamination found at the historic mining site. The Bonanza King Mine investigation included 
the Providence Townsite. Approximately 13 locations were identified with suspected 
contamination. Samples were collected at those locations and analyzed. Heavy metals were 
found at levels that were slightly elevated above human health risk screening levels used by the 
United States (U.S.) Environmental Protection Agency and the U. S. Department of the Interiors 
Bureau of Land Management within the study area of this Condition Assessment/Treatment 
Plan. 


The draft EE/CA, dated October 2011, states: 


Historical mining and ore processing left potentially hazardous materials at the three sites 
(Observation: The 3 sites referred in this section are Bonanza King, Copper Glint and 
Death Valley Mine. I think it is confusing to mention the other 2 sites when your report 
is only on Providence), and there is a potential for both human and ecological risks and 
water quality threats associated with metals and cyanide remaining at the sites. Human 
health risks are most likely to be associated with direct soil contact by NPS staff and 
recreational users through incidental ingestion, dermal contact, or inhalation of 
windborne particles. 


The study found areas that had elevated levels metals above background on the Providence side 
of the hill. Those areas include “a chemical pile, waste covered roads, [and] a maintenance 


: Draft Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis; Bonanza King, Copper Glint, and Death Valley Mines and Mills, San 
Bernardino County, California. Prepared for U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Mojave 
National Preserve, Barstow, California. Rancho Cordova: Tetra Tech EM, October 2011. 
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shop.... These areas are subject to surface erosion by wind and runoff during storm events.” The 
primary locations containing contaminated materials at Providence consisted of two sites (see 
map): the chemical pile and environs on the north side of town, and the “shop” (popular campsite 
at Feature 44, the superintendent’s residence) on the west edge; roadways in both areas were also 
identified as sources. Materials detected at the Bonanza King Mine site (not necessarily 
Providence proper) include antimony, arsenic, cadmium, copper, lead, and zinc. A sample taken 
at the chemical pile in Providence showed slightly elevated levels of cadmium, antimony, and 
zinc to be above the EPA human health risk screening levels, and a sample taken at Feature 44 
had arsenic, cadmium, and lead above health risk levels. However, because these screening 
levels are based on continuous exposure over decades, the levels found at these sites are low 
enough that risks to occasional visitors are considered to be low. The levels of heavy metals 
found near and around the popular camping spot at Feature 44 are below what the BLM (RISK 
MANAGEMENT CRITERIA FOR METALS AT BLM MINING SITES, Technical Note 390 
(revised) October 2004, Karl L. Ford, Ph.D.) considers levels that should be of concern to a 
recreational visitor or camper. 


The EE/CA presents five alternatives for action, ranging from “No Action” to “Excavation, off- 
site pretreatment and disposal in a Class I facility, erosion controls, culvert bypasses, sediment 
detention basins, erosion controls along wash, access restrictions.” The latter probably pertains 
more to the mine than the town, and such delineations would need to be known to proceed with a 
plan specific to Providence. David Burdette, Environmental Protection Specialist at Mojave 
National Preserve, explained in an e-mail to the author that this alternative would require 
excavation of “over 650 yds of soil from around the shop, chemical pile, and some other areas of 
Providence.” 


The Preferred Alternative stated is Alternative 4: “Excavation, consolidation, and interim earthen 
cover, erosion controls culvert bypasses, sediment detention basins, erosion controls along wash, 
access restrictions.” Again, the impacts on Providence would likely be minor compared to the 
mine site, but the distinctions would need to be made before any historic preservation work is 
undertaken at Providence. Conversely, the removal activities would require compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act since such actions would affect historic 
resources. 


The discussion here poses a number of questions: 1) are there health risks that would warrant 
warning signage or access restrictions; 2) is there a realistic time frame in which the materials 
should be removed; 3) is there a need for additional testing at Providence; 4) will removal affect 
the historical integrity of cultural resources at Providence or Providence as a cultural landscape 
or historic district; and finally, 5) can any preservation activity take place at Providence prior to 
further detailed study or removal operations. 


In answer to these questions, this study recommends the following: 


1. Place informational signage at entrance locations; 
2. Coordinate planning between agencies and departments; 


>On February 1, 2012, Preserve staff tested the contents of the “chemical pile” and determined it to be calcium 
carbonate, not a hazardous substance (e-mail, Ted Weasma to Dewey Livingston, February 2, 2012). 
* E-mails, David Burdette to Dewey Livingston, December 6 and 12, 2011. 
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3. Discuss additional testing at Providence, including sampling in most or all structures (if 
that has not been accomplished) and testing the composition of whitewash found on 
Features 01, 35, 37 and others; 

4. Carefully plan any actions in cooperation with MOJA cultural resources staff and SHPO; 

Plan preservation efforts with delays and potential results of site work in mind. 


GN 


It appears that the levels of contamination at Providence are within safe levels for occasional 
visitor and staff use, but the public’s perception of contamination can be problematic. It is 
important that the facts are available so that members of the visiting public can make informed 
decisions about their recreational uses at Mojave National Preserve. The major past problematic 
impacts at Providence are vandalism and theft, and this report makes recommendations that 
involve educating the visitor to the importance of cultural resources and stops short of 
recommending restricted access. 


Primarily, we recommend that the EE/CA and accompanying documentation be studied 
thoroughly prior to any historic preservation activities, and that any needed actions at Providence 
be carefully considered with public health and environmental quality as the benchmark for 
decisions. 


PRIVATE 
Bonanza King Mine 


PROPERTY 


a 4 


Superintendent's 46 


Residence Cookhouse 


4/ 1 


—— 
MINING-RELATED CONTAMINATION AT 


Providence Townsite 
Mojave National Preserve 
San Bernardino County, California 


» Soll sample location (approximate) 


Mao by Dewey Livingston 
BC Schwrict Construction, inc 
December 207° 








Contamination sites from Oraft EE/CA (October 2011) 





BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


16 Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


Recommendations for Administrative Action 


This Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 1s the first comprehensive study to be made of 
Providence townsite. Two other pertinent surveys have been completed at Providence. Preserve 
Archeologist David Nichols recorded structural features at the site in 2004 and 2005, resulting in 
a set of 44 measured drawings (only JPG scans survive) that provided a valuable baseline for this 
evaluation. In 2011 a draft report (Tetra Tech, 2011) was issued that included identification of 
contamination at Providence. Historic context has been established for mining in Mojave 
National Preserve in a Historic Resource Study (Koenig, 2007), which identifies the Bonanza 
King Mine as a “Potentially Important Mine Location” under the context “Silver Mining 1863- 
1893” (p. 77) and provides a short history of Providence utilizing secondary sources. An earlier 
work by BLM (Shumway et al, 1980) provided context and historical data, and identified the 
Bonanza King Mine as possibly possessing state or national significance. BLM’s California 
Desert Project recorded Providence as a potentially historic site in 1977 (CA-SBR-328H). BLM 
also recorded the Bonanza King Mine (CA-SBR-548H) and the Fenner-Providence Wagon Road 
(CA-SBR-3070H, 1977). Other than the feature recordation noted above, no known 
archeological investigation has been completed. 


No registration form or Determination of Eligibility (DOE) to the National Register of Historic 
Places has been drafted for Providence. Providence does not appear on the Preserve’s Cultural 
Landscape Inventory (CLI), nor do the site’s individual structures appear on the NPS List of 
Classified Structures (LCS), the primary computerized database containing information about 
historic and prehistoric structures in which the NPS has any legal interest. Properties included in 
the CLI and/or LCS are either in or eligible for the National Register or are to be treated as 
cultural resources by law, policy, or decision reached through the planning process even though 
they do not meet all National Register requirements. At this time, Providence townsite should be 
treated as a cultural resource until eligibility is either granted—and the site is entered on the 
CLI/LCS—or denied. 


No planning decisions have yet been made about Providence concerning preservation, 
rehabilitation, restoration, or reconstruction. Before any actions are taken at Providence, an 
administrative opinion should be approved, typically in the CLI and/or the LCS. The findings of 
this study may show that the appropriate option for Providence townsite is “Preservation.” 


Providence townsite is identified in Mojave National Preserve’s 2001 General Management Plan 
(GMP) as a potential National Register property (page 54) and, by implication, a resource within 
a potential Providence Mountains Historic District (page 53): 


GMP page 53: Potentially Significant Landscapes that will be evaluated: Providence 
Mountains Historic District (Landscape). 

GMP page 54: The Historic Resources Study, scheduled for completion by 2005, will 
identify and evaluate additional properties that may be nominated to the National 
Register such as the Ivanpah and Providence townsites and the Death Valley Mine. 


Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires the NPS to identify and nominate 


to the National Register of Historic Places all structures and other properties under its 
jurisdiction that appear eligible. Before any specific planning 1s attempted, the National Park 
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Service will have to determine the historic significance of Providence and submit a 
determination of eligibility to the SHPO. This study 1s not intended to adequately evaluate 
historic significance and context, but it can provide groundwork for such a study. 


According to the observations and findings of this study, it is recommended that Providence 
townsite be evaluated as a cultural landscape, or rural historic district according to National 
Register criteria. 


Summary of Findings 


This Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan investigates and documents the history and the 
physical condition of the features at Providence, and provides preliminary recommendations for 
preservation of the site. A great amount of detail follows, with an illustrated historical narrative, 
maps, documentation and evaluation of each feature, and treatment planning suggestions both 
broad and feature-focused. Findings and recommendations contained in this plan include: 


Cultural Resources: 

—Individual features and Providence as a whole possess historical integrity; 
—Providence appears to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places; 
—Further study and documentation 1s needed, including NRHP registration forms; 


—Providence listed on the Preserve’s LCS and/or CLI. 


Condition and Treatment: 


—Features at Providence, when evaluated as buildings, are 1n poor condition, but in the context 
of ruins and cultural landscape are generally in fair to good condition; 


—Contamuination issues be addressed before work 1s undertaken at Providence; 


—Two features, the cookhouse and the superintendent’s compound, will require the most 
planning and preservation work; 


—Two or three features evaluated here lie within private property; 


—The majority of features require little or no treatment. 


Administrative and Public Use: 

—Increased monitoring and patrol of the site is desirable; 

—Public use issues, especially at the superintendent’s compound, need to be addressed; 
—Publicizing the site 1s discouraged; 


—Interpretive signage developed for those who travel to Providence. 
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Section 2: HISTORY 





“Prospector’s Camp in Providence Mountains,” Los Angeles Times, February 3, 1901. 
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Views of the mill 
constructed at 
Bonanza King 
Mine in the early 
1900s to replace 
the original mill, 
which had been 
located two miles 
away and burned 
in 1885. At left, 

as seen from 
above in 1962 
(San Bernardino 
Feldheym Library, 
Arda Haenszel 
California Room) 
and below in 1964 
(BLM). The large 
wooden ore bin 
recently collapsed. 
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A Brief History of Providence and the Bonanza King Mine 


Introduction 

The story of Providence parallels that of many mining boomtowns of the late nineteenth 
century—with its rapid rise, short life, and gradual demise—but this small village stands out for 
two reasons: the nature of its construction, and its unique physical longevity, the latter directly 
tied to the former. The builders of Providence used stone as their primary material 1n the erection 
of buildings and habitations, and while virtually all of these are in various states of ruin today, 
their remains clearly show the layout of the town, the nature of the dwellings, and the lifestyle of 
the residents. 


The origin of the town’s name is clear—tt is located in the Providence Mountains—and the 
concept of caring guidance provided by God was a popular one during the period of desert 
exploration when the town was founded. Erwin G. Gudde, in his essential California Place 
Names, speculated that the name for the mountain range, used as early as 1857, was “probably 
applied by early travelers and immigrants because they found numerous springs on the range, 
which is situated between desert valleys.” There are other examples of short-lived towns named 
Providence elsewhere in California and beyond.’ 


Providence was founded following the discovery of a rich lode of silver in 1880. The new town 
thrived until 1885, hung on until around 1893, then lay largely abandoned despite occasional 
optimistic reopenings of the mine. By the 1920s only one person lived at Providence, and soon 
he too was gone. The empty town remained largely intact until the 1940s when for various 
reasons the town’s commercial buildings and stone cabins began to crumble more rapidly. The 
post-war boom in automobile travel, exploration of desert “ghost towns” and treasure hunting put 
Providence on the map, but probably caused more damage to the place than decades of 
abandonment did. 


The town was never platted, subdivided, or claimed as homestead land. It sits on public land, 
administered since its inception by the General Land Office, the Bureau of Land Management 
and, since 1994, the National Park Service as a feature within Mojave National Preserve. The 
adjacent Bonanza King Mine remains in private ownership. Its abandoned shafts, adits and 
tailing piles overlook the silent ruins of Providence, a long forgotten but historically significant 
and most captivating little village of tumbled stone. 


Mining in the East Mojave Desert 
A number of researchers have produced histories of mining in the Mojave Desert that provide a 
basis for cultural resources studies within Mojave National Preserve. In 2007 the Preserve 


' Gudde, Erwin G. California Place Names (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1969, p. 256. 
A camp called Providence City appeared near Rock Spring during a boom there in 1863, and fabled Death Valley 
miner “Shorty” Harris founded a town he christened Providence in 1905, which would soon be renamed Harrisburg. 
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approved a document prepared by Heidi Koenig of the Anthropological Studies Center at 
Sonoma State University entitled Mining History of Mojave National Preserve. While noting that 
mining history in the East Mojave Desert is much broader than the confines of the Preserve, 
Koenig developed a four-phase framework for mining history in Mojave National Preserve: 
Silver Mining in Mojave National Preserve, 1863-1893; Golden Years of Mining in Mojave 
National Preserve, 1893-1929; Great Depression Mining in Mojave National Preserve, 1929- 
1941; and Mining in Mojave National Preserve during World War II and beyond, 1941-present. 
The history of Providence falls largely within the first historic context, and touches upon the 
second. After the 1920s, the town’s historical context lies more closely with topics such as 
recreation and conservation of public lands. 


The Providence Mountains lay in the path of many early travelers west, who followed old Indian 
trails through Foshay Pass in the south and the Mid Hills in the north. Not until the 1860s did 
prospectors find favorable signs of silver ore, 1n Macedonia Canyon in the northern area of the 
Providence Range. The Rock Spring Mining District was formed in April of 1863 and 
experienced a decade’s worth of activity. A camp of stone cabins and tents was established and 
named Providence City, but confrontations with local Indians, one of which resulted in the death 
of a miner, disrupted mining activities. Meanwhile, a larger silver discovery occurred in the 
eastern Clark Mountains in 1869, which led to the creation of the first mining town in the East 
Mojave, called Ivanpah. The mines here thrived throughout the 1870s, but by the end of the 
decade, the controlling company experienced financial problems and Ivanpah’s fortunes waned.” 


Many Ivanpah miners and prospectors wandered through the nearby mountains in search of the 
next bonanza, and so Ivanpah’s misfortune can be directly tied to the discovery of silver in the 
eastern Providence Mountains in 1880. As the richest silver strike yet seen in California, the find 
set off a frenzy that surpassed that of Ivanpah and drained that town of its inhabitants. The 
Bonanza King Mine and others in the vicinity would produce record amounts of bullion over the 
following decade. 


The Providence Mines 

The San Francisco Chronicle reported a discovery of “very rich” mines in the Providence 
Mountains in July 1872. However, not until late 1879 or early 1880 did two Ivanpah miners 
named George Goreman and Patrick Dwyre’ discover a rich vein in a limestone cliff located 
about 4,200 feet in elevation above the Fenner Valley, at that time a largely uninhabited swath of 
desert expanse in the eastern shadow of the Providence Mountains. While little 1s known about 


* Koenig, Mining History, pp. 25-31; Shumway, Gary L., Larry Vredenburgh and Russell Hartill, Desert Fever: An 
Overview of Mining in the California Desert Conservation Area (Desert Planning Staff, Bureau of Land 
Management, U.S. Department of the Interior, February 1980), pp. 92-93. 

° All historical accounts name Goreman and “P. Dwyer” or, incorrectly, “Dyer” as the discoverers of the Bonanza 
King Mine. The latter is no doubt Patrick R. Dwyre (also commonly spelled Dwyer), who remained involved at the 
mine for many years, and the former could be related to Richard Gorman, who became involved in the Bonanza 
King Mine early on. The latter was in business with Dwyre as Gorman & Dwyre in 1882 as proprietors of the 
nearby Belle McGilroy Mining Company. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 23 

Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 
Goreman’s role in the subsequent events, Dwyre figured prominently in the history of 
Providence. The duo filed a claim and showed silver-bearing ore assaying from $640 to $5,000 
per ton. This discovery started a rush that established a new Providence town and changed the 
face of the eastern Mojave Desert. Within a short time miners swarmed over the rugged 
Providence Mountains and its neighboring ranges and found not only silver, but also gold and 
other valuable metals.” 


This story of Goreman and Dwyre and the original discovery of the Bonanza King is considered 
to be the definitive one, but it should be noted that a man named W. T. Williams claimed in 1886 
to have found the ledge seven years prior, in 1873. “There wasn’t Providence there then,” Mr. 
Williams stated in an interview with the Los Angeles Times: 


The mountain had three names. “Old Dad Mountain,” after an old prospector; Mt. Edgar, 
and Providence Mountain. We located the ledge, which we knew contained good stuff; 
and the only reason we didn’t hang onto it and work it, was that the Indians were too bad. 


Williams then told a story of being trapped by Indians in a spring cave, where he escaped and 
never returned to the site of his find. It 1s possible that it was Williams who found the silver 
prospect that was reported in 1872.° 


Goreman and Dwyre’s discovery started the charge to the Providence Mountains. Their find 
quickly attracted miners from Ivanpah and beyond. In May 1880 the Sacramento Daily Union 
reported the following: 


Prospectors have arrived at Ivanpah, San Bernardino County, from Providence 
mountains, sixty miles south of that place and eighty miles east of Colton, who report 
extraordinary rich silver leads, the ore assaying from $640 to $5,000 per ton. 
Considerable excitement prevails at Ivanpah.° 


“The strike at Providence Mountains is a very valuable one, the ore showing up among the 
hundreds,” reported the San Bernardino Daily Times. “Parties are being sent out from Ivanpah to 
make locations. Providence Mountain is a new district, these being the first discoveries which 
have been made there.” Soon the San Bernardino paper predicted “a boom for that place as soon 
as specimens are shown here.”” 


The Bonanza King Mine and Providence lay in San Bernardino County, established in 1853 and 
the largest county in California and the country. Most mining activity occurred in the remarkably 
productive eastern part of the county, which produced large volumes of gold, silver, copper and 
iron. With the county seat in then-rural San Bernardino on the western edge of the county, the 


* San Francisco Chronicle, July 3, 1872; Desert Fever, p. 93. 
> Los Angeles Times, January 15, 1886. 

° Sacramento Daily Union, May 7, 1880. 

’ San Bernardino Daily Times, May 8 and 12, 1880. 
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residents of the east county were isolated until the completion of a railroad in 1883 provided 
; . ‘ “ae Q 
direct and rapid connections to cities and ports. 


In April 1880, the Trojan Mining District was created south of the former Rock Spring District, 
since divided into three districts. While many mines were opened in the new district, it was the 
Bonanza King Mine that yielded the richest and largest amounts of ore and led to the 
establishment of Providence. A newspaper reported in July that ore would be shipped to Ivanpah 
for processing. Two other Ivanpah men, Andrew (Andy) McFarlane and Charles (Charley) A. 
Hassan, also became involved in the mine. McFarlane (circa 1830-May 23, 1905) was part of a 
prominent Mojave Desert mining family, while little is known of Hassan (also spelled Hassen 
and Hasson). McFarlane apparently went elsewhere, although he remained prominent in desert 
mining ventures, and Hassan did not have the financial resources to develop the mine. In the 
spring of 1881, he entered a partnership with local capitalists J. D. Boyer and H. L. Drew, and 
soon Jonas B. Osborne bought into the mine.’ 


Jonas B. Osborne was long involved with the silver-bearing Gunsight Mine and others 1n Resting 
Spring District at Tecopa, near Death Valley. Osborne had been a mine superintendent in 
Eureka, Nevada, and came to Resting Spring in 1875, where he co-founded the Los Angeles 
Mining and Smelting Company. Noted by historian Richard Lingenfelter as “an inept 
superintendent” who might “fill his own pockets at the expense of those less wise,” Osborne is 
nonetheless credited with later successful ventures and the establishment of the town of Tecopa 
in 1879, which featured “a large stone hotel, several adobe stores and saloons and...a 
commodious new house for Superintendent Osborne and his wife.” When silver was discovered 
at Providence, Osborne turned his attention to the Bonanza King Mine, which he bought into 
and, according to Lingenfelter, “where he became quite an operator, working some sharp deals 
with a number of mines during the latter years of the nineteenth century.” Osborne eventually 
returned to Tecopa where his mine became the largest metal mine in the Death Valley area. Late 
in life he co-founded the Death Valley Salt Company.’° 


Harvey Linford (H. L.) Drew was active at Providence before becoming a prominent citizen of 
San Bernardino, where he was considered “one of the most prominent, wealthy and substantial 
men” in that city. San Bernardino historian Arda Haenszel called Drew “a leading capitalist and 
promoter of civic projects .. . a sort of local American Pharaoh of the 1880s.” Besides his 
interest in the Bonanza King Mine, he operated a general merchandise store and acted as the 
postmaster for 14 months in 1882-1883. Just before his death in 1906, Drew partnered with old 
friend Osborne in the Tecopa Consolidated Mining Company, which made Osborne rich and 


* Desert Fever, p. 76. The mine’s name is not unique, which can cause confusion during research: other Bonanza 
King Mines were located in Calico, Carrville (Trinity County) and Allegheny, California; Pershing Co. Nevada; 
Carson, Colorado; and Bossburg, Washington. 

” Desert Fever, pp. 93-94. 

'° Lingenfelter, Richard E., Death Valley & The Amargosa: A Land of Illusion (Berkeley: UC Press, 1986), pp. 135, 
137-142, 398. 
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added to the already-sizeable Drew estate. Nothing is known about the fourth owner, Boyer, 
ees : : 11 
other than that he was a New York-based capitalist and a San Bernardino businessman. 


Drew and Osborne have been credited with opening the mine and proving its potential, although 
scant information has been uncovered about the period between May 1880 and early 1882. It is 
likely that during this period the town of Providence was founded, and it also coincides with the 
discoveries and development at Calico, near today’s Barstow. However, much was going on at 
the Bonanza King Mine: in June of 1881 a newspaper reported that Drew traveled to San 
Francisco on banking business and to purchase machinery for the mill.'* In September of 1881 
the Los Angeles Herald noted that the Providence Mountains were “attracting a great deal of 
attention not only from the citizens of these two counties, but from mining men and operators 
elsewhere....” The reporter wrote, 


To the east of Calico Mountain about 120 miles distant and about 20 miles south of the 
road leading to Fort Morgan, is situated the Trojan district, in Providence mountain, 
where Gillette & Co. have lately purchased the mines located by McFarlane, Osborne and 
others for $300,000. Many loaded teams were met on the road with freight for the last 


named district, which shows that active operations are now going on in that direction.’” 


The mention of Gillette & Company refers to Daniel B. Gillette, a mining engineer who at some 
point made an agreement to operate the mine for the partners and would figure prominently in 
Providence and the mining operations there. The owners reportedly considered selling the mines, 
perhaps to Gillette, but their fortunes changed in the form of new discoveries. At the end of the 
year the San Bernardino Valley Index reported, “Mr. Osborne, one of the company, informs us 
that work will be prosecuted vigorously on the mines, and that all negotiations for the sale at 
present are stopped.” A major strike at that time, or in early 1882, brought new attention to the 
Providence Mountains and Bonanza King Mine, as reported in the Los Angeles Herald: 


The reports from Providence indicate that that district is destined to cut no small figure in 
the mining interests of this county. It 1s said that at no time before have the indications 
and the results of the work there been any more encouraging than they are now. Very 
recently there have been several valuable discoveries made there of new ledges, and all 
the ore assays well. In the Bonanza King, belonging to Osborne, Hassen and others, a six- 
foot vein has been struck that assays from one hundred to twelve hundred dollars per ton. 
The ore 1s easily worked. We were shown some very high-grade bullion from there this 
morning. A plan is on foot to erect a large mill there in a short time. It is expected that it 
will be started as soon as the work of putting it up can be accomplished. 


'' San Bernardino Daily Times-Index, June 11, 1901; Arda Haenszel, “Ever Heard of Drew?” in [San Bernardino] 
Museums Newsletter, Nov/Dec 1996, p. 11; Frickstad, Walter N., A Century of California Post Offices, 1848 to 
1954 (Oakland: A Philatelic Research Society Publication, 1955), p. 144; Lingenfelter, Death Valley, pp. 355-356, 
Desert Fever, p. 94. 

2 San Bernardino Valley Index, June 17, 1881. 

'’ Los Angeles Herald, September 22, 1881, reprinted in Mining and Scientific Press, October 22, 1881. 

'* San Bernardino Valley Index, copied in the Los Angeles Herald, January 17, 1882. 
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H. L. Drew (above, San Bernardino Feldheym 
Central Library, Arda Haenszel California Room) 
and Thomas Ewing (right, from History of Arkansas 
Valley, Colorado, 1881). 
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That article foresaw the expanded development at Providence that was to come in the following 


months and years. The Bonanza King Mine would have new owners who would develop it into 
the richest silver mine 1n the state and then, in a puzzling turn, walk away from it. 


Creation of the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Company 

It appears that the four partners in the Bonanza King Mine and others in the vicinity were unable 
to get much work done, probably due to lack of adequate capital, and less than three months after 
their discovery of an additional rich silver vein, they relented and sold the property. While the 
prior transactions of 1880 and 1881 were not officially recorded, the first recorded sale of the 
mine property occurred on March 13, 1882 (Book 29, pp. 79-86), when Osborne, Hassan, Drew 
and Boyer sold, in four transactions, the Bonanza King Mine and other assets to Thomas Ewing 
of San Francisco, for a total of $425,002 in gold coin. The transaction included mining claims 
and water rights 


as located and monumented on the ground known as the Bonanza King Mine, the Orient 
Mine, the Quarry Mine, the Mine on which the buildings of the parties of the first part are 
situated near the above named mines, sometimes called the Cliff Mine. The Cain Springs 
water right and two thirds of all interest in the Beecher Springs water right; together with 
two thirds of the tools, and supplies at the mines and two thirds of all the ore on the 
dump. 


The transactions also included the Rattler Mine “lying outside the exterior boundary of the 
Bonanza King Mine, the North Extension of the Bonanza King Mine, and Cave Springs water 
right.” The selling parties retained only one-third interests in Beecher Spring and the materials 
and tools. The transactions also included various mining equipment and supplies, such as dips, 
spurs and angles etc.’ 


The sale was quickly reported in the San Bernardino and Los Angeles newspapers: 


An Important Mining Sale. 
It was reported yesterday on the streets that another important mining sale in our county 
had taken place, by which Messrs. Osborne, Hasson, Drew and Boyer had disposed of 
their interests in the Providence mountain mines. In an interview with Mr. H. L. Drew, 
just returned from the mines, we last evening gleaned the following facts concerning the 
rumored sale: A contract has been entered into between the above named gentlemen and 
a party of New York capitalists by which they are to transfer two-thirds of their interest in 
the Providence mountain group of mines.... All the preliminaries have been settled, the 
money 1s to be paid in San Francisco where Mr. Drew goes at once to close the 
transaction. Since the conclusion of the agreement with Mr. Gillette, Messrs. Osborne & 
Co. have been pushing work vigorously ahead, large bodies of most excellent ore have 
been uncovered, and sufficient of the best ore shipped to San Francisco for reduction to 
pay all working expenses. Ten tons of picked ore were sent from here today that will 


'° Deeds, Book 29, pp. 79-88, SBCA. One later account set the cost of the Bonanza King Mine at $200,000: 
Crossman, James H., “San Bernardino County, Its Mineral and Other Resources, Number XXIV,” Mining and 
Scientific Press, January 3, 1891, p. 2. 
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yield $712 per ton, and there are now over 2000 tons of ore on the dump that assay $150 
per ton. ... This 1s perhaps the most important mining sale ever made in our county, and 
will, if profitable, naturally lead to others.'° 


Thomas Ewing, the new owner of record of the mines at Providence, would lead the operation 
into a historic level of success and then eventual ruin, and even after that would resurface 
mysteriously and then disappear altogether. He was born in Ohio in 1837 and came to California 
at the age of 20 to start a mercantile in the Sacramento Valley supply center of Marysville. In the 
subsequent decade he operated stores in Nevada and Oregon, and along the way took an interest 
in mining. Beginning in the late 1860s he traveled the west to study mining opportunities. Ewing 
must have made money during this time, because by 1877 he was a major stockholder as well as 
superintendent and general manager of the Murchie Gold and Silver Mining Company in Nevada 
City. After two years there he moved on to Colorado where, in 1880 he and Wilson W. 
Waddingham, noted as “‘a wealthy capitalist of New York,” purchased a controlling interest in a 
profitable mine. He and Waddingham have been portrayed as “hard-driving but unscrupulous 
promoters” who swindled the mine owners in Colorado."’ 


It appears that Ewing was an agent for other parties, including his Colorado partner 
Waddingham, for on April 27, 1882, a Certificate of Incorporation for the Bonanza King 
Consolidated Mining Company was applied for in New York by Wilson Waddingham, Raymond 
Jenkins and Clarence R. West of New York (it was not filed in San Bernardino County until 
August 22). “The objects for which the said company is to be formed,” states the certificate, “‘are 
the purchase of mines and the working of the same in the extraction of the gold and silver and 
other metals therein contained, and the reduction and refining of the same.” The trustees 
designated a capital stock of two million dollars, offering 200,000 shares at $10 each. The term 
of the existence of the company was to be fifty years. Waddingham, Jenkins, West, and J. D. 
Boyer, all of New York, served as trustees, as did J. B. Osborne of California, one of the former 
owners of the mine. The certificate also stated, as is normal in businesses like this, that the 
principal part of the business was located in New York, with “some part’ in San Bernardino. As 


‘ : ; ; 18 
can be seen, Osborne and Boyer continued to have an interest in the mines. 


The infusion of cash by New York Investors created a new scene at the Bonanza King. 
Development started in earnest with no expense spared. This article describes the activity at the 
mine since the new owners took over: 


Providence District. 
Providence Mountain, San Bernardino Co., Cal., April 20". 


'® Los Angeles Herald, March 16, 1882, picked up from the San Bernardino Times. 

'” History of Arkansas Valley, Colorado (1881), pp. 400-403; Calico Print, May 24, 1885; Hensher, Alan, 
“Providence” in Guide to the East Mojave Heritage Trail, Rocky Ridge to Fenner. Tales of the Mojave Road 
Number 15 (Norco, CA: Tales of the Mojave Road Publishing Company, 1989), p. 276. 

'§ Articles of Incorporation, SBCA [#13732 at CSA], File: 64 Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Co. 1994-205/64. 
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... The indications seem to be that a genuine “mining boom” is setting in towards the 
Providence mines. The purchasers of these mines are well known New York and San 
Francisco operators, and development is being rapidly pushed by their general manager, 
Dan B. Gillette. Hoisting works of 1000 feet sinking capacity have been shipped, and 
Prescott & Co. are building a 15 stamp mill, which will be completed in about 60 days. 
The Providence Consolidated Company are now down about 300 feet vertically, with 
about 1200 feet of levels run, with a good bottom in the mine, and over 1500 tons of $150 
ore on the dump, and no stoping done in the mine. The Rattler Co. have just finished their 
first level and have made a good showing of rich ore. 


Before the last purchase of the two above mentioned properties, they had yielded in ore 
shipments to San Francisco over $50,000 net proceeds. 


The Bonanza King was not the only busy mine in the Providence area. Other claims in the 
district were being worked with optimistic fervor by their owners, including Richard Gorman 
and Patrick Dwyre (Belle McGilroy mine), Barrett & Terris, Ransom “Percy” Kerr, W. A. 
Thompson, J. B. Cook, John Reid, and others.'” 


Such activity required workers, and workers required housing, food, hardware and other goods, 
hotels, saloons—in short, they required a town. 


The Founding of Providence 

There is no doubt that the first developers of the Bonanza King Mine had established an active 
camp near the mine, but 1t must have been a small and haphazard settlement. The March 1882 
deed to Ewing includes the reference to “the Mine on which the buildings of the parties of the 
first part are situated near the above named mines,” which likely refers to the incipient town of 
Providence.’ Perhaps the best clue towards establishing a date of the town founding can be 
found the next month within the article by W. B. De Forest announcing the takeover by the 
Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Company: 


Greater activity exists in this camp than has ever before been known in San Bernardino 
county. Grading, road-making, lime and charcoal burning, wood and timber cutting, give 
employment to a large number of men, and the daily arrivals are numerous. A town is 
soon to be laid out.”’ 


Indeed, the camp before the new owners arrived was of some substance. We know of the 
existence of a mercantile in Providence from this news item from January 1882: “Two large 
prairie schooners belonging to Jess Taylor were loaded this morning at the depot with provisions 
for the store of H. L. Drew, at the Providence Mountain mines.” This item informs us that Drew, 
an owner of the mine, also operated a store there before a town was “laid out.” Still, the camp 
had no formal name.”” 


LOS Angeles Herald, April 29, 1882. 

°° Deeds, Book 29, pp. 79-88, SBCA. 

2) TO8 Angeles Herald, April 29, 1882. 

*2 San Bernardino Valley Index, January 28, 1882. 
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The date of June 5, 1882, can be used as the formal founding of Providence, for that is the day on 
which a United States Post Office was established under that name. Mine manager Daniel B. 
Gillette was appointed postmaster, serving in this role for four months. On October 10, 1882, 
Gillette resigned and co-owner and merchant Drew took over the post; Drew served for fourteen 
months. For close to a full decade the five postmasters at Providence would handle mail and 
parcels through a great period of population and prosperity to a moment of sudden stillness, and 
then witness the inevitable boomtown decline as miners left town for the opportunities 


23 
elsewhere. 


No records have been located that show any formal design of the town called Providence. No 
survey plats were filed, no property claimed under any of the available procedures through the 
federal General Land Office; in fact, the town itself did not, with one known exception, appear 
on a map of San Bernardino County (although the Bonanza King Mine did appear on most maps, 
even today). Also, no early photographs have been located that depict the town in its heyday.” It 
is only the physical record that remains today that paints a picture of Providence in the 1880s. 


Despite the lack of contemporary evidence, we know that the founders of Providence did lay out 
a town in a somewhat formal manner. A wagon road approached the camp and mines from the 
valley below, following a near-perfect east-west (on magnetic north) tangent. Upon entry into the 
townsite, the road branched to form two parallel streets that defined the downtown. The road to 
the mine branched off at an angle, following the toe of a slope, and from that roadway another 
town road appeared on the left. The three main roadways in town all terminated at the mine 
headquarters, composed of the office and superintendent’s residence, located at the top of the 
hill, which offered a panoramic view of the town, mine, and valley below. A spectacular range of 
steep mountains rising over 7,000 feet acted as a backdrop for the entire scene.” 


The parallel roadways below mine headquarters, names unknown, were punctuated by cross 
streets, forming a four-block “downtown” with businesses and dwellings on the outer edges as 
well. The uses of most of the buildings are not known, although we know that the town featured 
all the businesses needed for a thriving small city: a post office, a store, saloons, hotels and 
boarding houses, eating facilities, assay offices, perhaps even a bank. Which business occupied 
which building remains lost to history, although piles of broken glass adjacent to a few ruined 
structures imply drinking establishments. 


With little timber available and long shipping distances, the builders of Providence relied on the 
most readily available local materials: stone. The town straddled a meeting-place of two 


°° Frickstad, Walter N. A Century of California Post Offices, 1848 to 1954 (Oakland: A Philatelic Research Society 
Publication, 1955), p. 144. 

*Tn more than 30 years the three major scholars on the subject (Hensher, Vredenburgh, and Casebier), and this 
researcher, have not located any pictorial image of Providence pre-dating the 1920s. 
°° These descriptions are based on field surveys made in 2005-2005 and October 2011. 
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geological formations, where the gray-blue limestone Providence Mountains were interrupted on 
their lower slopes by red-brown volcanic hills of rhyolite, called extrusives. The majority of 
Providence sits on an alluvial fan that is composed of limestone rocks of great variety in size and 
shape. If carefully chosen and laid by a skilled mason, these could result in a substantial and 
solid dwelling without breaking, splitting or cutting. The rhyolite, which could break into jagged 
and irregular stones, was not as perfect a building material but still provided convenient 
materials for small habitations. The rhyolite tended to be found on steep hillsides and so the 
“cliff” neighborhoods on the north and west outskirts of Providence are built of red-brown 
rhyolite, while the central area is composed of limestone buildings. 


And so Providence rose as a community of mostly stone buildings, and it 1s that fact that makes 
it particularly interesting and long-lasting. This was no classic western town composed of rows 
of false fronts facing a wide main street. While little evidence exists, it is apparent that the 
smaller stone habitations featured walls up to about six feet in height, with flat or low-gabled 
roofs of poles and canvas, or in some cases sheet metal. Wind often ripped through the town and 
so roofs had to be held in place with cables, rope, or large rocks. Some of the more substantial 
buildings had gable wood frame roofs. While every structure required a door or doorway, it 
appears that most did not have windows. 


The variety seen in craftsmanship indicates that miners likely either built their own small 
dwellings or hired a mason (John A. Carroll, age 35, was listed in the 1884 voting rolls as a 
mason). Most remaining ruins show a relatively poor dry-laid construction; however, a number 
of buildings show an adobe-like mortar, which produced a building more stable and airtight, the 
latter important during the cold winters at 4,200 feet. A handful of structures featured small 
fireplaces, and many more probably had small woodstoves made of cans. 


Another local building material is especially interesting. On one of the lower blocks of 
Providence stood a substantially built cookhouse/dining hall. It was no doubt operated by the 
mining company for the benefit of the workers, who were charged $7 per week for board as of 
1885. Although the largest building known in the town, a shift system would have been needed 
to accommodate the hundreds of hungry miners during peak periods. 


The dining hall portion of the building was constructed by skilled masons from blocks of 
volcanic tuff. Tuff is a soft volcanic stone that 1s easily quarried and shaped, and has been used 
around the world for centuries as a building material. An outcrop of tuff had been located in the 
rhyolite hill overlooking Providence and was quarried for many uses, including foundations for 
mine machinery, retaining walls, and buildings. It appears that tuff was used only for important 
buildings at Providence; no small dwelling built of tuff has been located. 


With this convenient material Providence masons produced an attractive dining hall, with 
kitchen and storeroom of mixed materials including local limestone and rhyolite. A commissary 
next door to the cookhouse was also built of tuff, and the soft blocks, now deteriorated by 
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weather, have been found in a commercial site up the road from the cookhouse. Coats of 
whitewash inside and out protected the tuff from erosion and produced a clean and bright 
appearance. 


A few wood frame buildings have been identified in photographs as late as 1965, but none of 
these survive. It is not known how many wood frame buildings were in place during the active 
years at Providence. 


Providence grew into a real boomtown in 1882 as the population swelled. That year, thirty-six 
registered voters appeared in the San Bernardino County Great Register, and there were no doubt 
many more people in residence. Although the petition for a post office claimed “a mining camp 
of 300” as the population in the spring of 1882, that number may have been inflated. Thirty-six 
registered Providence residents included fourteen miners, two engineers, five teamsters, six 
carpenters, one mason and one laborer, one bookkeeper, two mill-wrights, a machinist, a 
wheelwright, and two farmers. There 1s no doubt that, as the year progressed, the population 
increased. By 1884 there were 81 registered voters, still a low number in light of the activity at 
the mine. Most accounts that year place the population at around 25 0.*° 


Providence Postmasters, June 1882 - May 18927’ 

Daniel B. Gillette, 5 June 1882 to 9 Oct 1882 [4 months] 
Harvey L. Drew, 10 Oct 1882 to 12 Dec 1883 [14 months] 
Matthias D. Howell, 13 Dec 1883 to 26 June 1884 [6 months] 
James B. Cook, 27 June 1884 to 27 June 1890 [6 years] 

C. C. Quinn, 28 June 1890 to 3 May 1892 [22 months] 
Discontinued 3 May 1892; mail to Needles 


The 1882 edition of McKenney’s Pacific Coast Directory quoted the population of Providence as 


300 and listed the following leading residents and their occupations:”* 


Barrett & Terris, proprs Mineral Point Mining Co 

Blackburn Bros, ranchers and butchers 

Bowers Wm, financial agent 

Briden D, Supt Bonanza King Con Mining Co and Trojan Con Mining Co 
Cook & Thompson, proprs Treasury Mining Co 

Count E L, blacksmith and wagonmaker 

Crow J H, U S deputy mineral surveyor 

Drew H L & Co, general merchandise 

Ewing & Pickler, contractors 


°° Great Registers of San Bernardino County, 1882 and 1884, CSL; Mining and Scientific Press, August 9, 1884. 
*7 Hensher 1989: Casebier et al, East Mojave Heritage Trail, Rocky Ridge to Fenner; Frickstad, Walter N., A 
Century of California Post Offices, 1848 to 1954 (Oakland: A Philatelic Research Society Publication, 1955), p. 
144. 

*8 McKenney’s Pacific Coast Directory for 1883-4. (San Francisco and Oakland: L.M. McKenney & Co., 
Publishers, 1882). Some redundant listings have been removed. 
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GILLETTE D B, manager Bonanza King Con Mining Co and Trojan Con Mining Co, 
New York 

Gorman & Dwyre, proprs Belle McGilroy Mining Co of Cal 

Haile Smith, general merchandise 

Hall R F, hotel and livery stable 

McKelvey A, saloon 

Poppett & Clark, wholesale liquors 

Reid John, deputy sheriff 

Walrath & Campbell, saloon 

Ward I F, hotel and livery stable 


The list shows the makings of a real town, including a number of mining offices, mining 
professionals, hotels, livery stables, stores, saloons, builders and tradesmen. 


The Bonanza King and its neighboring mines, “turning out a steady stream of bullion,” thrived 
between 1882 and 1885, and Providence thrived as well. By October of 1883, reports like this 
appeared in southern California newspapers: 


The camp has about 200 men at work, it is a healthful location, about 4500 feet above the 
sea, and all parties seem to be prosperous. Los Angeles 1s the place for the purchase of 
supplies for this camp, and the trade 1s large and profitable. 


“A sample of the numerous needs of a mining camp and the trade it brings to a city for supplies,” 

another writer stated, “we may mention that more than forty different orders came to Los 

Angeles yesterday for supplies to this single camp, which employs seventy men in carrying on its 
99 29 

work. 


In August of 1883 United States Deputy Mineral Surveyor R. H. Stretch conducted a mineral 
survey of the Bonanza King Mine and produced a map, the only detailed depiction of the area at 
that time. While the map outlines the mine property rather than the town, it includes various 
details in proximity to the boundary. The map depicts three roads, a boarding house, two stables, 
an office, and a cabin. The field notes accompanying the map provides more detail, noting the 
‘“Company’s large office,” a “stone cabin,” and a “Stable and corral;” the notes also mention 


surface improvements, including “hoisting works, blacksmith shop, ore dumps, road etc.” 


27 Os Angeles Herald, March 17 and October 21, 1883 

°° Survey No. 2130, Plat of the claim of the Bonanza King Con. M’gn Co. upon the Bonanza King Quartz Mine, 
Trojan Mining District, San Bernardino County, California and “Exhibit C, Field Notes of the Survey of the 
Bonanza King Mine” August 4-8, 1883 by R.H. Stretch, copies at MOJA headquarters. 

Surveyed by R. H. Stretch, US Deputy Mineral Surveyor, August 1883. 
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Providence and its mines regularly appeared in newspapers around the state, mostly reporting on 
the riches of the mine but also occasionally noting events in the town, such as this item from 
October 20, 1883: 


A fire occurred at Providence Mountain last night, destroying Poppett & Clark’s saloon 
building with a large stock of liquors. The building and stock were insured in the London, 
Liverpool & Globe for $4,800. Mr. Clark will arrive tomorrow with full particulars of the 
fire. We are indebted to Roe & Story, insurance agents, for what particulars we have.”! 


Most mining camps of size attracted a newspaper publisher. The major source of news about 
Providence appeared in the Calico Print, a short-lived newspaper that was often quoted in The 
Mining and Scientific Press. In March of 1883 The Engineering and Mining Journal, in reporting 
news of Providence, quoted a source called The Providence Times, but no record of a town 
newspaper has been confirmed.” 


Transportation 

Transportation to and from Providence proved a challenge in the early years, but the mine 
owners and residents were fortunate to soon find relief. A major drawback to pioneer mining in 
the eastern Providence Mountains had been the isolation of the site, which required hauling ore 
by wagon over the mountains to Ivanpah and even farther. The increased activity at the Bonanza 
King Mine and its neighbors heightened the need for efficient transportation, and as operations 
intensified, plans for a southern transcontinental rail route fortuitously called for tracks passing 
within view of the mine and new town. “The railroad will pass close enough to the camp,” a Los 
Angeles Herald reporter wrote in early 1882, “to be convenient for getting supplies and for 
shipping ore, if it is desired to ship away.” It would be the Southern Pacific Railroad that would 
succeed in laying track through the Fenner Valley.” 


The Atlantic & Pacific Railroad Company competed directly with the mighty Southern Pacific 
Railroad, which was also attempting to utilize the connections between Texas and southern 
California. As the two firms raced to survey and build lines across the desert, it was finally 
determined that the SP would succeed in constructing the Mojave route but the A&P would 
operate it. News of the coming rail line excited the residents of the area, as word spread among 
the camps and in newspapers: “A camp of surveyors of the SP cut-off to the A& P are now 


operating in the immediate neighborhood of Providence.””” 


The news also energized prospectors 
who had a vast area yet untouched by pick and shovel. The Engineering and Mining Journal in 


1882 reported, “The extension of the Southern Pacific Railroad, now building to connect at 


3! Tos Angeles Herald, October 20, 1883. 

*° The Engineering and Mining Journal, March 17, 1883, p. 151. The Providence Times source might have correctly 
been the San Bernardino Times. 

°° San Bernardino Valley Index, copied in the Los Angeles Herald, January 17, 1882. 

4 Tos Angeles Herald, April 21, 1882. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


36 Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 

Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 
Needles with the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad, is likely to open up a new and valuable mineral 
field in this district.””° 


However, a railroad isn’t built in a day and the miners had to wait. The tracklayers were working 
eastward from the current railhead at Mojave, but the new owners of the Bonanza King Mine 
were ready to build a major mill. Rather than wait for the tracks to be laid, the company shipped 
the mill equipment by mule teams from Mojave Station, in the far western Mojave Desert. “Even 
while the railroad was building to the mines with a prospect of reaching them in a short time,” a 
mining expert wrote, “yet they considered that the delay of a few weeks in waiting for the 
railroad would cost more than the extra amount for freight, large as 1t was, and with genuine 
mining enterprise hauled all of their machinery over more than two hundred miles of desert, and 


will have saved the extra cost in a few days’ run.””° 


Providence residents relied on stage services and contracted teamsters with heavy wagons. As 
the railroad advanced eastward, reportedly laying track at a mile a day, the stage runs became 

shorter. Regular stages ran from Calico Station (soon to be renamed Daggett) in early 1883, to 
San Bernardino, Providence Mountain and the Alvord District.°’ 


In March 1883, The Engineering and Mining Journal reported that the railroad had been 
completed as far as Providence, “reaching an extensive mining country.” In naming Providence, 
the writer meant in proximity to the camp, as the rails had been laid in the valley far below the 


mountain mines.® 


One correspondent rode on the new line, even before it had been completed to the Colorado 
River, at Needles. As rail historian David Myrick wrote, “he reached the isolated but intriguingly 
named station of Providence which belied the presence of the promising camp of the same name 
located 20 miles to the north.””” 


On the A&P Railroad the depot at Fenner served Providence. A wagon road was built in 
practically a straight shot about 24 miles to Providence, only interrupted by a few hills near 
Colton Well. The new rail connection changed lives in the nearby camps and also increased the 
opportunities at the mines, where now it would be possible to ship lower grade ores for 
processing and thereby add to profitability. In addition, the railroad company sold water for two 
to five cents a gallon; Providence lacked adequate water supplies and certainly benefited from 
this arrangement.” 


°° Myrick, David F. Railroads of Nevada and Eastern California (Berkeley: Howell-North Books, 1963), p. 766; 
The Engineering and Mining Journal, December 30, 1882 p. 350. 

°° The Mining & Scientific Press, January 27, 1883, p. 78. 

°7 San Francisco Chronicle item reprinted in Los Angeles Herald, January 12, 1883 

*® The Engineering and Mining Journal, March 3, 1883, p. 121. 

is Myrick, Railroads, p. 766. 

”° Los Angeles Herald, March 16, 1882, picked up from the San Bernardino Times; Myrick, Railroads, p. 770; 
Hensher, “Providence,” p. 276. 
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Providence as a Township and Voting Precinct 

With the railroad in place and the mines producing ever-increasing riches, Providence grew in 
not only in size but also in stature. Local citizens petitioned county supervisors to establish a 
township and to appoint law officers. In July of 1883, the supervisors named Patrick R. Dwyre as 
justice of the peace. The next year they appointed Frank Monaghan of Needles as justice of the 
peace and William Larkin as constable.’ 


Elections had been held in Providence as a polling place in 1882, when 69 men cast ballots in 
November’s general election. On September 2, 1884, the Providence Judicial Township was 
created and defined thusly: 


Beginning on the County line between the Counties of San Bernardino and Inyo on 
Range line between Ranges 9 and 10 East (SBM) Thence South with said Range line to 
Base line Thence East on Base line to its intersection with Colorado River. Thence up 
said river to the intersection of said river with State line of California and Nevada: 
Thence Northwesterly along said State line to the eastern terminus of the line between 
San Bernardino and Inyo Counties Thence West along County line to place of beginning. 


The next day the supervisors approved the smaller Providence Voting Precinct. At the same time 
voting precincts were established in Ivanpah and the new town of Needles, all in time for the 
upcoming November election. At that time, the Sacramento Daily Union reported that the 
Bonanza King Mine “keeps 100 men at work at good wages, and supports directly or indirectly 
over 500 persons,” most of whom likely resided in Providence. A later description claimed “the 


town boasted three saloons and all the other accessories of a red-hot mining camp.””” 


That election in early November 1884, the first held at Providence Voting Precinct, was 
administered by three miners, inspector Richard Gorman and judges Richard C. Hall and 
Ransom P. Kerr. The polling place was the Lamoureax Store. About 51 voters cast ballots in the 
general election, locally reelecting Monaghan as Justice of the Peace and installing A. S. 
Gonzales as constable. *° 


Meanwhile, H. L. Drew resigned as postmaster on December 13, 1883, and Matthias D. Howell 
was appointed to replace him. Howell served six months and was replaced on June 27, 1884, by 
James B. Cook, a Providence stalwart who remained in the post for six years. James Beatty 
Cook, a Canadian born around 1843, had come to Providence from the Ivanpah mines. He wore 
many hats in Providence, operating as of 1882 the Treasury Mining Company as Cook & 


*! Supervisors’ Minutes, Book D, pp. 21-22. 

*° Supervisors’ Minutes, Book D, pp. 96 et seq. and 112 et seq.; Sacramento Daily Union, October 11, 1884, and 
Daily Alta California, October 22, 1884; Los Angeles Times, February 3, 1901. The Providence Voting Precinct 

boundaries as defined: “Commencing at the 116" Meridian line where it intersects the 3" Standard line North— 
Thence South to Base Line. Thence East to the SW corner of Township 15 East RIN SBM. Thence North to 3" 

Standard line—Thence West to place of beginning.” 

- Supervisors’ Minutes, Book D, pp. 130, 148-150, 161. 
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Thompson, serving on the voting precinct board and as postmaster, running Cook’s Store in 
1886-87, and also working as a miner. Cook’s Well, south of Providence, may have been named 
for him. Cook was one of the longest residents of Providence, staying there from approximately 
1882 to 1890. He was last accounted for in Victor Township in 1894." 


The Heyday of the Bonanza King Mine 

The sale of the mine to Ewing and company in 1882 led to an outpouring of capital into the 
mining and milling operation. Under the direction of Daniel Gillette, who was once extolled as 
“one of the most competent mine managers in the West,” a ten-stamp mill was manufactured in 
San Francisco at the Union Foundry of Prescott, Scott & Co., and in May a hoisting works sat in 
Los Angeles awaiting shipment to Providence. Gillette hired J. B. White to erect the mill, which 
was predicted to “yield more bullion to the number of stamps than any mill in the west, owing to 
the high grade of ore these mines produce.” The New York-based Bonanza King syndicate 
purchased the adjacent Rattler Mine. “Both of these mines will soon be dividend paying 
properties,” claimed the San Bernardino Index. “With such a showing in the Providence district, 
we may soon expect to see that portion of our county rank as the first bullion producing district 


; : 4 
of California.’ 


The shipment of these major structures and equipment required hauling by mule teams and 
wagons over primitive desert roads from the nearest railheads, at Mojave and San Bernardino. 
When the mine owners contracted well-known and experienced Los Angeles teamster Remi 
Nadeau for the hauling job, it elicited critical comments from the local paper, which opined, 
“This is a clear game of freeze-out as far as San Bernardino 1s concerned.” Despite the 
complaint, Nadeau delivered wagonloads of mill parts to the mill location in July and assembly 
commenced.*° 


The owners placed the Bonanza King Mill almost two miles distant from the mines. Milling 
required a substantial water supply, which could only be found 1n the valley floor below the 
mine, where a number of wells were available and water could be piped in. Workers leveled a 
terrace on a low hillside and reinforced it with stone blocks, where the mill works were erected. 
The mill would employ about 20 people, and so a small community that came to be called Crow 
Town was established there, with a number of stone dwellings similar to those at Providence. A 
direct road connected the mill to the mine up the hill, where up to 150 men labored through three 
shifts. In preparation for the opening of the mill according to the authors of BLM’s 1980 study 
called Desert Fever, “some 2,000 tons of ore worth $230 a ton sat waiting on the dump.” 


On July 31, 1882, three months after purchasing the Bonanza King and associated mines, which 
was around the time the mill machinery had arrived, Ewing sold the mining claims to the 
Bonanza King, the Orient, the Quarry, and the Cliff mines to the aforementioned Bonanza King 


“ Great Registers of San Bernardino County, 1884, 1886, 1894. 
*° San Bernardino Index, May 16, 1882 as reprinted in the Los Angeles Herald two days later. 
“© Los Angeles Herald, May 31, 1882; Desert Fever, p. 94. 
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Consolidated Mining Company of New York, for two million dollars. He also sold, for another 
two million dollars, the mining claims and water rights of the New York Extension of the 
Bonanza King Mine, “and all that part of the Rattler Mine lying outside the exterior boundaries 
of the Bonanza King Mine; also the Cave Springs water rights” to the Trojan Consolidated 
Mining Company of New York, apparently the same group under a different corporation.” 


During this period most of the known mines in the area were sold to the Bonanza King group 
through their manager Daniel Gillette. In May of 1882 Providence miners Richard Gorman and 
Patrick Dwyre sold their nearby Belle McGilroy mill site and water rights to Gillette for $5,000, 
and in September Gillette bought the Clipper mine and mill site (located 1’ miles north of 
Beecher Springs in the upper valley below Providence), as well as the Enterprise Mine from John 
Reid, another Providence resident and the mine’s locator, for $550. On the same day, Gillette 
sold the Enterprise and his rights in the Belle McGilroy to the Bonanza King company. Gillette 
didn’t stop there: on May 2, 1883 he sold the Water Jacket Mill site and water rights and the 
True Fissure Mining Claim, both located in nearby Beecher Canyon, to the Bonanza King 
Consolidated Mining Company. Gillette had bought the above from John Cassady (of 
Providence) and William Greer four months prior for $500.” 


Gillette wasn’t the only man at Providence wheeling and dealing for mines in the area: resident 
miners James B. Cook, S. A. Barrett, W. F. Terris, Marcus Thompson, and H. W. Hudson bought 
from or made agreements in May 1883 with Thomas Ewing for the Mesquite mill site of five 
acres and water rights about three miles south of the Bonanza King Mine, the Mozart and 
Lucknow mines, and the Blue Blaze claim. Gorman and Dwyre held interests, through Ewing, in 
the Peg Leg and Belle McGilroy claims, located one and a half miles south of Bonanza King 
Mine.” 


What really appears to have been happening is the moving around of assets between the same 
characters. For instance, on July 31, 1883, the Trojan Consolidated Mining Co. (Thomas Cole, 
President, C. W. Arthur, Secretary) of New York sold the mining claims and water rights of the 
North Extension of the Bonanza King Mine, and “all that part of the ‘Rattler’ Mine lying outside 
the exterior boundaries of the Bonanza King Mine” to the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining 
Company of New York. Cole and Arthur held the same positions for the Bonanza King group, 
and in November, the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Company transferred the ownership 


of its assets from New York to California.” 


This occurred shortly after a new group of people incorporated another Bonanza King 
Consolidated Mining Company in San Francisco. Dated November 3, 1883, the Articles of 
Incorporation of the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Company state that it will “locate, buy, 


*’ Deeds, Book 30, pp. 434 and 436, SBCA. 
“8 Deeds, Book 33, pp. 322-328, SBCA. 

” Agreements, Book D, pp. 64-68, SBCA. 
> Deeds, Book 35, pp. 89 et seq., SBCA. 
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sell, acquire, prospect, work, mine, develop and carry on mines, mining claims, mining locations 
and mining ground in the County of San Bernardino, State of California and elsewhere” and 
“buy, acquire, use, trade in and sell water and water rights... [and] locate, take up, buy, 
acquire, hold, use, occupy and improve such lands, premises and real estate, as may be necessary 
and convenient for the purposes above stated.” The five trustees were W. E. Dean, Daniel B. 
Gillette Jr., D. C. Bates, and Thomas Ewing (all of San Francisco), and A. K. P. Harman of 
Oakland. Longtime investor J. B. Osborne’s name was crossed out and replaced by Ewing’s. 
This issue had capital stock of ten million dollars divided into 100,000 shares of the par value of 
$100 each. Capital stock actually subscribed was $5,000, being $1,000 each from Harman, 
Gillette, Dean, Ewing and Bates.”! 


Less than ten days after filing for incorporation, on November 14, 1883, the Bonanza King 
Consolidated Mining Co. of New York, (again with Thomas Cole, President, Charles F. 
Madison, Secretary) transferred the Bonanza King, Rattler, Bonanza King First Extension North, 
Orient, Quarry, and the Cliff mines or mining claims, and including “the ten stamp quartz mill 
now being operated in connection with said mines and all the machinery, tools, supplies and 
other property now at or being used 1n working or developing said mines,” also the water rights 
to a number of springs, to Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Co. of California, for one dollar. 
On the surface, this appears to be merely a reorganization and subtle name change, but warrants 
further investigation by a legal expert.” 


The financial and real estate transactions during this period might make one’s head swim, but on 
the ground at the Bonanza King mine and mill the basic work of extracting ore and turning it into 
silver bullion continued at a rapid pace. Back at the end of December in 1882 the mill was 
finished and at work, with ample water supplemented by the company’s newly purchased Water 
Jacket Spring. The Engineering and Mining Journal reported that the mill had commenced 
operation on December 21, calling it “the most complete mill ever built in Southern California.” 
The teamsters at Providence now hauled thousands of tons of rich ore from the mines and the 
dumps down to the mill. On New Year’s Day, 1883, the ten-stamp mill began operating full time 
and within eight days Thomas Ewing announced in a telegram to the press that he had shipped 
eleven bars of silver bullion worth $19,000, “certainly a most encouraging starter.” Six days later 
that amount increased to $32,523 and by the end of the first month, the mill had produced 
$61,777.44 worth of bullion, and this was from the lower grade ore screenings that had sat on the 
dumps.”° 


By the first of March the mill was producing 2,000 ounces of bullion per day. As the miners 
worked deeper into the sides of the Providence Mountains, new strikes at increasing depths 


>! Articles of Incorporation #14277 CSA; Articles of Incorporation File: 64 Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Co. 
1994-205/64, SBCA 

** Deeds, Book 35, pp. 451 et seq., SBCA. 

> The Engineering and Mining Journal, December 30, 1882, p. 350, January 20, 1883, p. 33, and January 27, p. 47; 
The Mining & Scientific Press, January 20, 1883, p. 78 and February 17, p. 91. 
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brought exclamations of “fine” and “extraordinarily rich” ore. Still early in the first year of 
operation, one of the owners predicted that, “if no ill luck befalls it, it will give out $800,000 in 
1883.” His report continued: 


This fruitful mine puts to rest the chronic cry that there were no permanent paying mines 
in Southern California. The mine is not for sale. The little 10-stamp mill, the best that 
could be made on the coast, commenced with the new year its daily music and turns out a 
steady yield of $2,500 per day.” 


Not only did the Bonanza King continue to provide additional discoveries as the men went 
deeper and wider (4,500 feet of excavation as of June 1883), but the surrounding mines, 
including the Mozart, Lucknow, Trojan, Clipper, Kohinoor, and Belle McGilroy (all owned and 
operated by Providence residents), also produced well. However, the Bonanza King continued to 
be the major operation in the Providence Mountains, if not in California. The mill’s output 
totaled $178,000 during January, February and March 1883. Monthly output was put at $65,000 
to $70,000, and by mid-year the total yield of bullion from the mine in six months’ time was 
$301,451.92. “This mine is one of the most complete successes of the age,” wrote one mining 
correspondent. The new fortunes in San Bernardino County, driven by the riches pouring from 
the Bonanza King Mine, brought notice from around the country. “The prodigious change in a 
year will astonish the people of California,” claimed the Los Angeles Herald, “‘and show that 
Southern California is the best mining country in the world.””” 


Thomas Ewing, superintendent of the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Company, made 
regular reports to the mining press about the bullion results from the Bonanza King mine and 
mill. Appearing quite the showman, Ewing impressed his investors and the public alike. He 
traveled back and forth from Providence to Los Angeles and San Francisco and often made a 
“pleasant call” on the local editors to share the latest news and promote his endeavors. Ewing 
especially impressed the editors of The Mining and Scientific Press and the Los Angeles Herald. 
“Mr. Ewing is to be congratulated in having the management of one of the finest mining 
properties on the Pacific Coast,” the latter newspaper wrote. “The Bonanza King mine, in 
Providence Mountain, is now turning out a steady stream of bullion, most gratifying to all the 
stockholders, and astonishing to the people of Nevada and Northern California, who so long 


insisted that there were no good mines in Southern California.””° 


While exaggeration was a common practice as to the value of mines, it appears clear that, despite 
the fawning press and southern California boosterism, the Bonanza King was indeed a big news 
story and Ewing was the perfect voice to spread the word. Indeed, until the strikes at Ivanpah and 
Providence, the northern California and western Nevada bonanzas had dominated the western 


4 The Engineering and Mining Journal, March 3, 1883, p. 121; Los Angeles Herald, March 17, 1883. 

°° The Engineering and Mining Journal, March 17, 1883 p. 151 and April 7, 1883 p. 197; Los Angeles Herald, April 
7 and 19, May 27 and 30, June 29 and July 4, August 2, 1883. Many of the reports in the Herald were reprints 
picked up from the Calico Print. 

°° Los Angeles Herald, September 12 and October 21, 1883. 
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mining scene and captivated the rest of the country, and so the notoriety of the Providence mines 
coupled with the advances in transportation opportunities inspired a boom in the region that put 
it on the map for good. 


By the end of 1883 the Bonanza King Mine at Providence and its ten-stamp mill at Crow Town 
produced about $700,000 in silver bullion. The company kept in reserve ore on the dump valued 
at $500,000, and the other mines in the area also contributed additional figures to the overall 
totals. The company reportedly recouped all the operating and mill expenses, paid a dividend of 
$16,000, and still ended up with a large surplus. The owners enjoyed a rich 1884 as well. The 
mine continued to provide more finds of value and the mill worked daily except for occasional 
mechanical problems. “The lowest working is at the depth of 547 feet, and the appearance of the 
ore at that depth is improving,” came a report in April. “A 12-foot vein of considerable richness 
has been discovered in the fourth level back of what was considered the foot-wall of the ore 
zone.” Even more detail appeared in weekly reports from the mine. In August the company 
brought in a “full force” of miners from San Francisco to speed the work, pushing the depth to 
600 feet by the end of the year while working down to the 8" level in the main shaft. Press 
reports followed the number of bullion bars being shipped, noting their high value. The 
company’s stock was listed at the Mining Exchange in Los Angeles and eventually the New 
York Stock Exchange, and dividends were paid regularly to the investors, by one account 
$150,000 by mid-1884 and $200,000 reported up to late 1885.”’ 


Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Company appeared in a San Francisco business directory 
under “Mining Companies, Gold and Silver” in 1884. Dudley C. Bates was listed as the 
secretary, with offices at 79 Nevada Block. The Bonanza King did not appear 1n subsequent 
directories in that city.”° 


The following example 1s a typical account of progress at the mine of the type that appeared in 
The Mining & Scientific Press, a weekly professional journal of goings-on in the mining world 
that copied news items from smaller papers around the country: 


Bonanza King Mine.—Calico Print, Oct. 11 [1884]: We have obtained from a reliable 
source the following brief summary of the results of developments in the Bonanza King 
mine, of Providence, in this county, about 100 miles east of here. Under the able 
management of Thomas Ewing, General Superintendent of the mill and mines of the 
Bonanza King Con. Mining Co., this mine 1s making a better record than any other silver 
mine in California. The Bonanza King mine has been, and is, the greatest mine in San 
Bernardino county. It has yielded more and finer bullion, been better opened, better 


>’ Los Angeles Herald, December 29, 1883; The Engineering and Mining Journal, March 15, p. 204, March 29, p. 
240, April 5, p. 260, May 10, p. 355, May 31, p. 412, July 19, p. 44, September 20, p. 198, October 11, November 
22, December 6, 1884, p. 383, and January 10, 1885, p. 27; Daily Alta California May 3, 1884, August 6, 1884 and 
October 22; Sacramento Daily Union August 6, 1884 and October 11, 1884; The Mining & Scientific Press, October 
25, 1884; Crossman in Mining and Scientific Press, January 3, 1891, p. 2. 

= Langley’s San Francisco Directory 1884-85 (San Francisco: Francis, Valentine & Co., Printers, 1884) pp. 257, 
1239. 
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worked, and obtained greater results from the ore than any other mine in this great 
mineral desert. The ore at the deepest opening is as free and as rich as it was at the 
beginning. The mill has saved an average of the fine assay of pulp over 89 per cent, for 
all ore crushed. 13,000 tons of ore have been crushed with their ten-stamp mill, and the 
tailings average less than $13 to the ton. Nearly $1,000,000 has been produced from this 
mine in eighteen months and ten days.”” 


While optimistic reports tended to be the rule in mining reportage, accounts like this may have 
been relatively accurate in figures and regional sentiment. The fact that a new mine had produced 
a million dollars in silver was indeed big news in the country, and would only incite further 
interest in the region from investors, prospectors, manufacturers, merchants, bankers, 
opportunists and, perhaps, criminals. 


The Bonanza King Mill also processed ore from some of the neighboring mines, since 1t was the 
only mill of any size in the region, but in early 1885 a ten-stamp mill was started up by the 
Barber Milling Company at Barber Well, north of the Bonanza King mill site at Crow Town. It 1s 
not known whether this had any effect on the Bonanza King’s business, but it did show that there 
was enough ore in the vicinity to justify additional mill facilities.°° 


The Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Company again reorganized in early 1885. After 
transferring ownership of the claims and related water rights to Raymond Jenkins of New York, 
the company was renamed the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining & Milling Company and 
again placed its business in New York. The directors were Wilson Waddingham, Duncan 
McGregor and John Pratt and the offering was one million dollars capital stock, 100,000 shares 
at $10 each. Trustees included the aforementioned men, residents of New York, and Samuel 
Kelley and E. Huhn of Providence. In February 1885, Jenkins returned the holdings that had 
been in his name for six weeks to the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining and Milling Co. of 
California, for one dollar.°' 


Labor Problems at the Bonanza King Mine 

Voter records show that men from all over the continent, and in some cases the world, worked at 
the mines and lived in the town. Many were seasoned miners who traveled from camp to camp 
and stayed as long as there was work, which was hard. The Bonanza King Mine attracted 
hundreds of workers who found employment during a boom time. The favorable news of income 
from the silver bullion leaving Fenner on the train might have implied that the men were well- 
paid and taken care of, but nonetheless the laborers experienced a growing dissatisfaction with 
the management. 


»” The Mining & Scientific Press, October 18, 1884. 

°° The Engineering and Mining Journal, December 27, 1884 p. 431-432 and January 31, 1885 p. 77; Hensher, 
“Providence,” p. 276. 

°! Deeds, Book 106 pp. 121 and 125, SBCA; Articles of Incorporation #14906, CSA. 
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In the Calico Print of February 15, 1885, a group of miners claiming to represent hundreds of 
others published a long diatribe against mine management. Under the headline DISSATISFIED 
MINERS, designated writer J. D. Duffy singled out foreman Henry Clay Callahan and shift boss 
John O’ Donnell for practices that led skilled miners to quit in disgust. Noting that “the name and 
fame of Providence and its aristocratic Bosses are well known through southern California,” 
Duffy complained that Callahan was taking advantage of the miners through a secret partnership 
in the company store: 


Mr. H. C. Callahan and his associate Mr. O’ Donnell have been here running the mine for 
over a year, and have studied with dilligence [sic] how to extract the most ore with the 
least expence [sic], and have followed in the groove of ancient and heartless task masters 
by forcing men to work more than their health and strength will permit. A man comes 
here dead broke, wants work and is advised by runners here to apply to the store that H. 
C. Callahan is a silent partner in, then and there to make a purchase and have his name 
(the broken man’s) put down on the books, which 1s all complied with and in a few days 
the applicant goes to work. If he purchased liberally on the credit system he may continue 
at work for a month or until he begins to KICK with his tongue, then his time is cut off 
short and another poor tramp, as he 1s called, 1s booked for another supply of debts on the 
books of the silent partner’s store account, to be treated as his predecessor. 


As the miners realized the reality of the unfair situation they began “to murmur sounds of discord 
at their situation, and resolve to change basis of operations to other places of business.” 


Then the driving or tyrannical course 1s followed, urging a man to do the labor of two 
men or take the displeasure and vengeance of two hirelings acting as drivers of white 
slaves; for it cannot be classed as good as that slavery of old Dixieland long ago 
abolished. The slaves of those times were generally cared for whereas the white slaves of 
the Bonanza King mine must work until they fall with the burden of two men on their 
backs, or give up their job for another speculative deal for the benefit of the silent 
partner’s purse.... 


The writer claimed that any dissent was silenced and noted the irony that Callahan and 
O’Donnell had been poor miners only a year before. “It appears that some of the corporations of 
our time have lost all humane feelings,” Duffy wrote, “for the sake of enriching those who are 
already masters of the situation and trample on all rights of decent labor....”” He pointed out that 
the “boarding Boss” had been instructed to deny any food to an arriving hungry man unless paid 
in advance or guaranteed by an employee. Duffy and his fellow miners expressed hope that by 
publicizing their complaints that situations could improve in all the mining camps. 


Notably, the writers revealed that the expense to reach the lower levels of the shaft was 
becoming prohibitive and that the mine was being worked out: “the old quota of miners are at 
work and it is all they can do to keep the mill in operation.” The Bonanza King management was 
shopping for nearby mines not already in their control and yet rumors in Providence raised fears 
of wage reduction. At the time of the public letter, mine workers were paid three and a half 
dollars a day. Mr. Duffy closed his letter thus: 
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You can ask any miner who was ever employed under the lash of Callahan and the great 
O’ Donnell if the contents of this article are correct or not. There are many of them in 
Calico to be found. The chances are that if the system continues much longer a coat of tar 
and feathers may be applied to those two worthies and they may ride on a rail, out of 
camp and the country.... 


Duffy’s cohorts added in a postscript that the letter was true and they hoped it would “change the 
base and shameful treatment that we receive from our hard-hearted task masters.” The postscript 
was signed by John Knox, J. Williams, E. Gallagher, Hamilton, “‘and a hundred others.” It 

appears that the management promptly laid off workers at the mine and mill, despite the fact that 


the ore bodies on the lower levels had “never looked better.” 


One month later the owners of the Bonanza King mine and mill shut down operations and laid 
off most workers. As reported in the Calico Print, “The reason given by the officers of the 
company is that bullion 1s so very low, that they would leave it in the mine for a time, when the 
silver would not depreciate in value.” While it is true that silver prices had dropped, it was only 
by four cents an ounce. The rumor of a wage reduction reappeared, and soon an advertisement 
appeared 1n the paper: 


Miners Wanted 
—AT THE— 
BONANZA KING 
CONSOLIDATED MINING CO.’S 
—WORK’S AT— 
Providence. 


20 SKILLED MINERS WANTED. 


WAGES $3 PER DAY. 


Board $7 per Week.: 
SAMUEL KELLEY, 
General Manager. 
March 14, 1885.°° 


Within days the mine started up with fifteen workers earning three dollars a day; “Men are 
arriving daily by Young’s daily line of stages from Fenner to this place,” reported the Print. 
Soon the number of workers rose to thirty and the company expressed a goal of 100 miners at 
that wage. The company president and some of the owners spent time at Providence to work out 


Calico Print, February 15 and March 22, 1885. One wonders if Callahan is the same man later noted in a reliable 
mining journal: “The most complete report ever made upon the geological and mineralogical conditions of the 
Providence mountains was that of Mr. C. J. Callahan, whose opinion and advice 1s taken by leading mining men 
everywhere. He is now consulting engineer of the British-American syndicate of London.” (The Mining World, 
February 10, 1906, p. 225-226.) 

°° Calico Print, March 15 and 22, 1885. 
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expansion plans, and they reportedly claimed that low prices for bullion caused the shutdown 
and wage reduction. With good ore prospects remaining to be mined and plenty on hand already 
to be milled, the company was poised to return to its past glory. However, the mill remained idle 
for some time until enough ore could be stockpiled to justify the expense.” 


By the middle of April, 40 men worked the mine hoisting from 12 to 16 tons of ore a day, and 
the mill remained idle. The neighboring Kerr, Belle McGilroy and Mozart groups of mines 
continued to be worked. However, rumors about problems among the mine’s owners began to 
surface. One report published in May 1885 stated that Ewing had sold the mine to a pair of 
Arizona businessmen who then bonded the property to a French mining engineer for $100,000. 
“The intention,” stated an article in The Engineering and Mining Journal, “is to dispose of the 
property in France.” That rumor proved false. Later reports spoke of “internal dissention” among 
the stockholders, despite increasing dividends.” 


Also in May, mine superintendent Kelley claimed that the mill would start up and promised “a 
constant output of bullion for years to come.” Co-owner Wilson Waddingham, the wealthy New 
York capitalist, made a personal visit to Providence to look after his mining interests. “He has 
taken a deep interest in mining matters on this coast and 1s ready to invest in properties having a 
good showing,” reported the Print. As workers pushed the main shaft deeper, they continued to 
find moreveins of silver. Providence teamster William Callahan commenced hauling between the 
mine and mill as the mill was being put into working order. Miners arriving were put to work 
immediately, and residents looked forward to hearing “the glad sound of the stamps” again.” 


Under the general management of Mr. Kelley the operations of the mine and mill are 
being conducted in a most systematic and profitable manner. Other properties 1n this 
vicinity, by persistent development, are coming to the front and attracting considerable 
attention, so that we can confidently expect that Providence will become a large, 
substantial and flourishing camp in the near future.°’ 


The mill “started up in full blast” around June 10, 1885. The company had advertised for 35 
skilled miners under the same terms as had been offered in March: three dollars a day for labor, 
seven dollars a week for board. This was good news for Providence, and within a month the mill 
was processing 24 tons of ore daily and had shipped 24 bars of bullion. The mining papers made 
due note of the revitalization and projected a brilliant future for Providence and the mining 


°* Calico Print, March 14 and 27, 1885; Daily Alta California, March 27, 1885; The Engineering and Mining 
Journal, March 28 p. 214 and April 4, 1885 p. 231. 

°° The Mining & Scientific Press, April 18, 1885; The Engineering and Mining Journal, May 9, 1885 p. 320; Los 
Angeles Times, January 26, 1908. 

°° Calico Print, May 24 and June 7, 1885; The Engineering and Mining Journal, June 6, 1885 p. 392. 

°’ Calico Print June 14, 1885, reprinted in The Mining & Scientific Press, June 20, 1885. 
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business of San Bernardino County. “There are at present but few people in the district outside 
‘ ; ‘ : Ba 68 
the employees of this company,” wrote an expert in an 1885 book about California mining. 


The euphoria was short-lived. Seven weeks after work began anew, word came to Daggett that 
on July 31“ the Bonanza King Mill had burned to the ground. The news spread and sent a shock 
through Providence and the mines in the vicinity. The mill, believed to have cost $100,000 to 
build, was reportedly insured for a quarter of that.” 


The Calico Print provided an account: 


The hitherto prosperous camp of Providence 100 miles east of Daggett and 22 miles from 
the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad, has met with a misfortune that will retard its progress for 
several months at least. Last week the beautiful and thoroughly equipped 10-stamp mill, 
that is said to cost $100,000 to build the same, was burned to the ground on the 3 1“ inst., 
not a vestige of the structure and its contents escaping destruction. In consequence the 
miners employed in the Bonanza King mine were discharged excepting a few. The 
business of the town will suffer considerably until operations are resumed in the mine. 


“The fire originated from the dry-kiln,” reported The Engineering and Mining Journal, “a spark 
having flown out of the furnace-door igniting some cedar bark that caught the east side of the 
building; the building, being very dry, took the flames at once.” 


Waddingham returned to Providence and announced his intentions for “the erection of a larger 
and finer mill than the other,” one that could be constructed at a savings because of improved 
and cheaper transportation. In print at least, all were optimistic that the mine and camp would 
rise to its previous glory, especially because of the good signs from neighboring mines. 
However, as one mining writer pointed out, “The destruction of the mill, it is said, has entailed a 
serious loss upon the company.” It would also be a loss to the residents of Providence. “On an 
early resumption of active operations at this mine,” one expert wrote, “the very life of the camp, 


and indeed, of the entire district, 1s wholly dependent.” 


The fire resulted in a full shutdown of the mining operations of the Bonanza King Consolidated 
Mining and Milling Company. Newspapers speculated on what would follow, especially since 
there was a great deal of valuable ore waiting to be processed. All kept watch with the 
confidence that the mill would be rebuilt and Providence would again thrive. The mine did 
reopen for a time in early 1886 and eventually put 25 men back to work, but this soon ended. 


°§ Calico Print, June 14 and 21, July 19, 1885; The Engineering and Mining Journal, June 20 p. 428 and July 4, 
1885 p. 9; The Mining & Scientific Press, July 25, 1885; Gold Mines and Mining in California; A New Gold Era 
Dawning on the State (San Francisco: George Spaulding & Co., 1885), p. 285. 

* Daily Alta California, August 3, 1885; Los Angeles Times, August 4, 1885; The Mining and Scientific Press, 
August 15, 1885. 

" The Engineering and Mining Journal, August 22, 1885 p. 132. 

" The Engineering and Mining Journal, September 5, 1885 p. 168; Sacramento Daily Union, October 3, 1885; Gold 
Mines and Mining, p. 285. 
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Meanwhile, Waddingham went east, and then moved to Ontario, California where he bought a 
business block. What became of Thomas Ewing is not known; he didn’t resurface for almost 20 
bia, cs i 968 2 
years, as the respected head of the Western Mining Association.’ 


Providence Begins a Decline 

Before the fire, Providence was at its heyday, with active businesses and residents numbering in 
the hundreds. There were two general stores, and three boarding houses offered transient 
housing. Meal service could be bought at the company cookhouse for seven dollars per week. 
Luke Hamilton ran a saloon (there were three; the company, however, would fire anyone found 
drunk), and Jacob Gardiner was the butcher. Two blacksmiths, Edward LeCount and William J. 
Hamilton, kept the town and mine in repair, as did wheelwright James B. White. James B. Cook 
ran the post office, and various men did their duty at the Providence voting precinct. Young’s 
daily stage brought people to and from the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad depot at Fenner, charging 
four dollars for the ride up and three for the return. Local ranchers and farmers provided food to 
the camp, and despite the labor unrest, Providence appeared to be a good place to live and do 
business. With the destruction of the silver mill, Providence was down but not out, although one 
correspondent complained that the place was “very dull.” The other mines in the vicinity kept up 


operations and hauled their ore elsewhere.” 


One subject missing from the historical record is the presence of women at Providence. No 
official record has been located that names a single woman who lived there. Before women had 
the vote, they did not appear in registers or most directories. Booming desert mining camps 
rarely attracted families until they had been settled for some time, and while it is certainly 
possible that the mine superintendent had a wife and even a family, no record of their family life 
has been uncovered. It is likely that prostitutes resided in or near the town, but even the 
speculative accounts about life in Providence have yet to broach that subject. 


A glimpse of life in Providence can be found in the Great Register, the record of voters in local 
communities. The 1884 Great Register listed 81 voters, most of whom were miners but included 
people like bookkeeper William Bowers, machinist Abraham Stricken Bush, and stonemason 
John A. Carroll. Packers Jesus Maria Cadena and Juan Canes probably worked alongside 
teamsters John Baker, Francis Cruse, J. P. Ewing, John Gallin, Lemon A. Pickler, Frank Wilson 
and long-time resident Gilbert R. Sepulveda. The large number of teamsters illustrate the amount 
of activity at Providence, hauling ore, equipment, supplies, water and food between the mines, 
the town, and the depot 24 miles away.”” 


After the fire and initial decline, the number of voters in and around Providence was decimated: 
from 81 in 1884 to 15 in 1886. However, the town continued to survive in its truncated state. 


” The Engineering and Mining Journal, October 3, 1885, p. 244; note from Alan Hensher, February 9, 2012. 

® Calico Print, June 7, 1885; Great Register of San Bernardino County, 1884; Hensher, “Providence,” p. 276 and 
278; Daily Alta California, January 18, 1886. 

™ Great Register of San Bernardino County, 1884. 
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Providence was connected with a telegraph or telephone line (operator Patrick Dugan), and 
Edward LeCount hung on as town blacksmith, as did miner/farmer John Van Winkle, who left 
his name on a small mountain range at the southern end of the Providence Mountains. Teamster 
John (often called Juan) Domingo showed up around that time and became a fixture in the area 
for the rest of his life. Domingo hauled ore and materials through the following busy periods, and 
waited out the slow times at his ranch adjacent to the burned out mill at Crow Town, taking care 
of his horses and keeping up with his many friends in the area.” 


Providence lay nearly dormant for the rest of 1885, but prospectors continued to search the 
mountains for metal and the place saw some optimistic activity at the beginning of 1886. One 
writer said the “liveliest mining camp in the State... has had an interval of lethargy,” and when 
a nearby gold strike started a rush of over 300 men, the Los Angeles Times predicted, “a big 
boom doubtless awaits Providence.” The Bonanza King owners had done nothing since the fire 
yet still some held out hope for a new mill; after all, wasn’t a fortune in silver still sitting 
unprocessed on the dump? A year after the fire and despite its idleness, the Bonanza King was 
still listed among 14 most profitable mines 1n the West. In fact, even into 1887 the public 
remained curious about what was to become of the Bonanza King Mine. “The owners are all rich 
men,” wrote the 7imes, “and they are likely waiting until silver becomes a fixed standard.” The 
Calico Print kept an informal correspondent there into 1886, but so little happened that the press 
fell silent for a time.’° Other promising strikes in the desert invoked the name of the former 
“king” of mines: for instance, the Los Angeles Times reported that a new mine near Needles 
“promises to rival the Bonanza King.” Interest 1n making a fortune never waned, and newcomers 
were assured that all facilities for making a working life in Providence were available: 


As a number of inquiries have been made regarding water facilities, etc., your 
correspondent would say that there is plenty of water in the neighborhood. Wood will 
probably cost $8 to $9. Freight from Fenner | cent a pound. Ore teams now hauling ore 
to Fenner station, will take any person to the camp for a small consideration. Light rigs 
can be had from Patton & Co. at Fenner.”’ 


The residents of a shrunken Providence continued working and fulfilling their civic duties. The 
post office and voting precinct remained active. The Great Register that year listed only 15 
residents, which included nine miners, a teamster and a packer, machinist C. C. Quinn and 
blacksmith Edward LeCount, and the telegraph operator. The November 1886 election brought 
out those voters, but as Providence’s fortunes waned, the Needles precinct had grown to 53 
registered voters and, as part of Providence Judicial Township, took more of the votes away. So, 
the local man lost to Needles businessman J. H. West for Justice of the Peace, and Providence’s 


” Great Register of San Bernardino County, 1884. The Register listed Dugan as a “Tel. Operator,” leaving a 
question to which term was correct. 

’® Tos Angeles Times, January 15 and March 4, 1886; Daily Alta California, January 18, 1886; Calico Print, January 
31, 1886. 

"’ Los Angeles Times, March 4, 1886 and January 25, 1887; Daily Alta California, August 22, 1886; Los Angeles 
Herald, May 6, 1886. 
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James Collins lost by 35 votes to Frank C. Pitt for constable. Needles formed a school district, 
something that Providence had once attempted (no documentation has been found for that move). 
In the April 1887 election Providence’s 15 voters cast their ballots at Cook’s Store, overseen by 
judges J. B. Cook and G. M. Barber, and inspector P. R. Joyce. November 1888 saw only 13 


78 
voters. 


As the decade progressed, the mill remained idle but activity continued in the mines surrounding 
the Bonanza King. Ransom Kerr and James Patton’s five-stamp mill processed “some high-grade 
ore” in early 1888, and the Zhe Mining & Scientific Press published this note from the 
Providence Mining Camp: 


The old Bonanza King Company still lets its property lie idle, although their mines never 
showed more ore in sight than at present. They have also a large lot of rich tailings ready 
to be put into bullion. Whether it is the freezing out of the small fry or the depreciation of 
bullion that causes the continued delay in commencing operations, the writer knoweth 
not. Several other important properties there are also lying idle.” 


On June 28, 1890, James B. Cook resigned as Providence postmaster after six years’ service— 
and apparently soon left town—and was replaced by Christopher Charles Quinn. The town’s 
voter numbers rose by one to sixteen and in 1890 ballots were cast 1n the post office rather than 
Cook’s store. But the die was cast: the town of Needles continued to grow and new ore 
discoveries elsewhere led to an exodus. By June 1891 the number of voters at Providence shrank 
to nine, and the voting precinct was soon abolished. The final straw was the closure of the 
Providence post office on May 3, 1892; mail would now go to Needles, some 65 miles away.*” 


Meanwhile, work at the Bonanza King Mine resulted 1n a death, the only one recorded in the 
mine’s history in October 1891: 


Word was brought in last Wednesday evening that Charley Quinn, the manager of the 
Bonanza King Mine at Providence was found dead in the shaft the morning before by Mr. 
Kean and an Indian. Particulars are wanting, but as the story goes now, Charley Quinn 
was down in the mine when Mr. Kean and the Indian arrived early in the morning, and 
they both heard Quinn coming up the ladder. When he was about 25 feet up, however, it 
seems he stopped, and Mr. Kean, upon going down, found him clinging to the ladder in a 
speechless, dazed condition. For fear he would fall, Mr. Kean made him fast to the ladder 
and went for assistance. When the body was hauled up, life was extinct. He was buried 
Thursday morning.” 


oe Supervisors’ Minutes, Book D, p. 428, Book E, p. 15, 30, 41, 66, 288 and 332, Book F p. 284 and 312, SBCA. 
Other precinct workers in the later 1880s included J. P. Van Winkle, James Wilworth, James K. Patton, L.A. 
Blackburn, Patrick R. Dwyre, John Steidel, James McCormick, C.C. Quinn and Edward Le Count. 

™ The Mining & Scientific Press, March 3, 1888. 

ey Supervisors’ Minutes, Book F, p. 470, SBCA. 

5! Needles Eye, October 4, 1891. 
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Charley Quinn should not be confused with Christopher Charles (C. C.) Quinn, the last 
postmaster of Providence. Their relationship is unknown. 


In the intervening years, the original Trojan Mining District, usually called Providence Mining 
District, had been divided into three: the Trojan, the Gold Belt and the Arrow districts. The 
Trojan District was considered the most important of the three because of the Bonanza King’s 
various properties, despite the lull in active mining and milling. Prominent mining engineer and 
writer James H. Crossman provided the following overview of the mine and others in the three 
Providence districts in 1891: 


The developments in the Bonanza King proper consist of a main working shaft, 650 feet 
deep (vertical), with a network of drifts and crosscuts exposing large bodies of high-grade 
ore. The Orient and the Bonanza King North adjoin and have been developed and worked 
through the Bonanza King’s main shaft. The buildings and surface improvements are on 
the Orient ground.*” 


Other mines of note in the Trojan District included the Cashier, on the southerly extremity of the 
district (owned by L. Walcott); the Trojan Mine (Turner & Dwyre); the Mineral Paint Mine and 
the Mozart Mine (J. B. Cook and others); the Belle McGilroy Mine (Gorman & Dwyre); the 
Bonanza Prince and Bonanza Queen mines, and the General Custer, a gold mine (C. C. Quinn); 
the Pitman Mine (E. Hahn and others); and the Perseverance Company’s claims (owned in 
Pennsylvania). 


The two other districts were also under the commercial purview of Providence. In the Gold Belt 
Mining District, formed in 1886 upon the discovery of gold-bearing ore by Wett and Steidel, 
included the Toughnut and the Greyhound (Wett & Domingo) and the Salazar (Salazar and 
Cordovo). The Arrow District, in the south part of the Providence range, was formed in 1878. 
“Gold 1s the predominating metal,” wrote Crossman in 1891. “The mine first located is known as 
the Domingo” (no doubt after the local resident teamster John Domingo). Other mines in the 
Arrow District included La Prieta (John N. Domingo); the Golden Queen (Joyce & Kean); the 
Hidden Hill and the Red Cloud (Patrick N. Kean); and the Tip Top and the Pass mines (Richard 
Gorman). 


A commercial San Bernardino County directory provided the last known listing of the population 
of a waning Providence, naming 17 residents and their occupations as of 1893: 


Beatty Montillions [Montillion] M, laborer 

Blackburn Levi A, assayer 

Blackburn Thomas L, stockraiser [no relation to Levi A. | 
Brown Frank R, r r employee 

Coughlan John, miner 


ee Crossman, James H., “San Bernardino County, Its Mineral and Other Resources, Number XXIV,” in Mining and 
Scientific Press, January 3, 1891, p. 2. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


52 Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


Courtright Royal, miner 

Davis William J, blacksmith 
Domingo John N, teamster 
Farnsworth Charles A, miner 
Harper Charles, miner 

Kean Patrick H, miner 

McDermot Joseph, miner 
McDonald Charles F, rr employee 
Patton James K, miner 

Sepulveda Gilbert, teamster 

Smith Horace G, miner 
Thompson, Marcus A, miner, PO San Bernardino™ 


A directory published in 1898 did not include Providence. 


The People of Providence, 1881-1893 

Comparison of the names given as owners and operators of the mines and the resident records of 
Providence shows an active populace despite the loss of the Bonanza King Mill in 1885. The 
following entries from voter records and various directories look at certain residents of 
Providence between 1882 and the 1890s, based mainly on these sources: 


Gilbert M. Barber was a miner present between 1886 and 1892; he acted as Postmaster (1889) 
and a voting precinct judge. It 1s likely that nearby Barber Spring bears his name. 


Montillion Murray Beatty was an older man who resided in Providence, where he worked as a 
laborer in and around 1893. According to historian Richard Lingenfelter, “Old Man” Beatty was 
‘a former Gold Mountain miner and Amargosa borax worker.” Alan Hensher wrote that in 1891 
Beatty helped the Indian Robert Black, who made the initial gold discovery at Vanderbilt, in the 
nearby New York Mountains, obtain a legal claim there. Black and Beatty’s claim presaged a 
famous gold rush that included dozens of Providence residents and led to the death of the town. 
Beatty was a partner in the operations of the successful Boomerang group of mines at Vanderbilt 
and, according to Lingenfelter, the locator of the “great Beatty Lode.” What he was doing back 
at Providence two years later is not known. Beatty retired to a ranch near Rhyolite, Nevada, in 
1896. Early in the next century the new railroad terminal and town that was established at his 
ranch was christened Beatty, which 1s now a small city on Highway 95 north of Las Vegas and 
one of the gateways to Death Valley National Park. Beatty died there in December 1908.** 


Levi A. Blackburn, apparently no relation to local cattleman T. L. Blackburn (Blackburn 
brothers), was an assayer in Providence in 1893, but was present there as early as 1888. He was 
born 1n 1853 to a pioneer San Bernardino family; according to an unidentified news article dated 


*° Milliken’s San Bernardino County Directory 1893-‘4-‘5 ({San Bernardino] James Millikan, [1893]), p. 289. 
** Lingenfelter, Death Valley p. 168; Myrick, p. 842-843; Hensher, Abandoned Settlements, p. 3. 
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4 December 1938: “Born in the Sycamore Grove at Lytle creek, Levi A. Blackburn was the 
second white child born in the [San Bernardino] valley.” He died in 1908.°° 


Thomas L. Blackburn was a prominent cattleman in California and Nevada; he was one of the 
originators of the vast Rock Springs Land & Cattle Company in 1894. He was reportedly the 
third white child born in San Bernardino (Old Fort, 13 October 1853). Blackburn lived within the 
Providence voting precinct but whether he actually lived in the town is not known. He and a 
brother operated a butcher shop as of 1882, presumably in Providence; he also worked as an 
election official in the voting precinct. He lived in Needles at time of his marriage in 1889; he 


died on June 8, 1923, in San Bernardino.*° 


William Bowers was the financial agent/bookkeeper at Providence in 1882-1884. 


As of 1882 Dominick Briden, a 35-year-old miner from Massachusetts, acted as the 
Superintendent of the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining Company and the Trojan 
Consolidated Mining Company. He was a voter in Providence in 1884. 


John A. Carroll, born circa 1849 in Pennsylvania, was the only mason listed in the Great 
Register, as of 1884. It is likely that he built many of the stone structures at Providence. 


James Collins of New York lived in Providence between 1884 and 1886; in the latter year he 
ran for Constable but lost. 


James B. Cook was a miner and for some time operated Cook’s Store (1886-87) in Providence. 
His stint as postmaster lasted longer than any other, from 1884 to 1890, and he served on the 
voting precinct from 1886 to 1887. He was associated with other mines in the area; Cook’s Well, 
located south of Providence, may have been named for him. 


At age 30, New York-born John H. Crow served as the U. S. deputy mineral surveyor in 1882, 
while in 1884 he was listed as a carpenter in Providence. It is possible that Crow Town, at the 
site of the early Bonanza King mill at the 7IL Ranch, was named for him. 


John (Juan) Domingo proved to be the most enduring resident of Providence and Crow Town, 
living to be an old man who could recall the boom and busts of the mine and town. Reportedly 
from Los Angeles, he appeared in Providence in the mid-1880s and worked as a teamster, 
eventually amassing a herd of fine horses on the ranch he owned adjacent to the site of the 
Bonanza King Mill. A Los Angeles Times writer spent some time with Domingo in 1902 and 
filed this impression: 


*° Mary L. Lewis genealogy collection, San Bernardino Felheym Library. 
°° Mary L. Lewis genealogy collection, San Bernardino Felheym Library; San Bernardino County Supervisors’ 
Minutes, County Archives; Directories 1889 & 1893. 
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Juan Domingo was master of transportation for the Bonanza King mine in its palmy days. 
He hauled in all the machinery for it, and transported tons of bullion to the railroad. The 
mill burned down, however, about fifteen years ago, the mine went into litigation and 
closed down, and the population of 300 which made up the lively mining camp of Crow 
City, faded away, leaving only Domingo and his animals there. For many years Domingo 
acted as guardian of the mine, living there in almost absolute solitude. ...°’ 


Domingo, who was also a prospector and had located many desert mining claims, retired to a 
quiet life overseeing a well-tended orchard, vineyard and garden at his ranch within view of 


Providence and the mine. He sold his ranch in 1918 and presumably left the area.*° 


Harvey L. Drew, who became a prominent businessman in San Bernardino after leaving 
Providence, was an owner of the mine and operated H. L. Drew & Co., a general merchandise 
concern in Providence in 1882. During 1882-83 Drew acted as postmaster. 


Patrick R. Dwyre (often spelled Dwyer) had a presence in Providence for much of its heyday, 
from 1882 to 1892. He was born in Ireland or New York, depending on the source, around 1854. 
He and Richard Gorman were co-owners of not only the Bonanza King Mine but also the Belle 
McGilroy Mine nearby. Besides being a miner, he acted as Justice of the Peace in 1883 and 
worked at the voting precinct in the early 1890s. 


Michael Dwyer, a Providence miner born in 1832 in Ireland, might have been Patrick’s father; 
he is listed as a Providence resident in 1882. 


J. P. Ewing, relation to mine owner Thomas Ewing unknown, operated as a contractor in 
partnership with Lemon A. Pickler (as Ewing & Pickler) in Providence as of 1882. He was listed 
as a 56-year-old teamster there in 1884. 


Daniel B. Gillette, Jr. was, as of 1882, an owner and manager of the Bonanza King 
Consolidated Mining Company and the Trojan Consolidated Mining Company. That year he was 
also postmaster of Providence. In 1884 he was 36 years old and an engineer at the mine. 


Richard Gorman was, with Patrick Dwyre, an early owner and manager of the Bonanza King 
Mine and also the Belle McGilroy Mining Company (as of 1882), as well as many others into the 
1890s. He was born in Ireland in 1842. He apparently resided in Providence between 1882 and 
1892, when he last worked at the voting precinct there. 


Richard C. Hall was a miner who lived in Providence between 1884 and 1889. 


R. F. Hall operated a hotel and livery stable in Providence as of 1882. 


*” Los Angeles Times, February 18, 1902. 
88 Barstow Printer, June 12, 1914; Casebier, in the foreward to Flat Tires and Coffee Fires, pp. 13-14. 
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Matthias D. Howell was the Providence postmaster from 1883-84. 


Miner Phillip R. Joyce, born in Maine and a relatively old man (age 69 in 1884) in Providence 
during the boom years, was listed as a resident from at least 1884 to 1889. 


Patrick H. Kean was a miner in Providence 1889-1893 and worked the voting precinct in 1892. 


Ransom Perry Kerr, known as Rance or Percy and born in Tennessee around 1839, was a 
miner circa 1884-89; he owned and operated the nearby Kerr mines, often noted in the mining 
press. 


A man named Lamoureax [Lamoreaux?] operated a store at Providence in 1884. 


Canadian Edward LeCount, born circa 1835, was the Providence blacksmith circa 1882-1890. 
He was also listed as a wagon maker in 1882. 


Endimon McKelrey, born circa 1844 in Ohio, was listed as a farmer at Providence as of 1884. It 
is not known if he is the same as A. McKelvey, listed in 1882 as a saloon owner. 


George John Nay, a 22-year-old Utah native, ran a hotel in 1884 at Providence, although its 
location could have been Fenner (it was in 1887). He was associated with Providence between 
1884 and 1890, when he ran for Justice of the Peace for the township. Nay was one of the 
partners who created the Rock Springs Land & Cattle Company in 1894. 


James K. Patton was prominent in Providence 1884-1893 and later in Vanderbilt. Born in 
Tennessee, he was a miner and worked the voting precincts. He and Ransom Kerr built a five- 
stamp mill at their Perseverance Group near the Bonanza King in 1887. He died in 1902. 


Poppett & Clark had a wholesale liquor business (saloon) as of 1882 1n Providence. 
Christopher Charles (“C. C.”) Quinn worked as a machinist and possibly engineer at the mine 
from 1887 to 1892; he was the postmaster from 1890-92, the last of five in that chair, and 
worked the voting precinct. A relationship has not been established with Charley Quinn, the 


Bonanza King Mine manager, who died in the shaft in 1891. 


Gilbert R. Sepulveda was a teamster at Providence between 1884 and 1893. He was born in 
California around 1862. 


John Pierce Van Winkle was a farmer and miner at Providence 1884-87. He had a mine in the 
southern Providence Mountains. He was born circa 1848 in Iowa. 
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James Leper Walrath from Indiana was a miner and merchant in Providence, circa 1882-1889. 
As of 1882 he operated a saloon with a man named Campbell. 


F. Williams had a saloon in Providence as of 1889. 


Providence Rumors 

Two rumors have circulated for years about Providence and the Bonanza King Mine, both of 
which have been shown to be untrue. In 1925 an article appeared that recounted “history” at the 
Bonanza King Mine, claiming that mining mogul George Hearst was an investor in the mine, 
with Thomas Ewing his “mining scout.” A search of the Hearst mining papers at the Bancroft 
Library found no record of any involvement by Hearst. Another tale claimed that the last legal 
hanging occurred at Providence. This also 1s not true. California banned hangings outside a 
prison in 1891, and the last non-prison hanging took place in Santa Barbara County. There are no 
records yet found of a hanging at Providence. On the subject of crime, it is interesting to note 
that no crime, including violence or theft, was reported in Providence in the hundreds of news 
accounts published between 1880 and 1925. A thorough search of county and court records may 
reveal cases of crimes, but at the moment the dearth of negative reports in a mining boomtown is 
extraordinary.”” 


Vanderbilt and the Final Depletion of Providence 

Providence lost its status as a town with the closing of the post office in June 1892, but the key 
event that led to the town’s demise was the discovery of gold at Vanderbilt Springs in the New 
York Mountains northeast of Providence. A Piute Indian named Robert Black showed up at the 
assay office in Providence in late January of 1891. With positive results, he enlisted the aid of 
Providence resident Montillion Murray Beatty to legally locate the claim. Many men of 
Providence, including Richard C. Hall, J. P. Taggart, James K. Patton and Samuel King, heard of 
the discovery and quickly headed north to make their own claims. The discoveries proved 
valuable enough that the Vanderbilt Mining District was legally organized on March 21, 1891. In 
an uncommon circumstance, the new district did not attract a boom, although owners of the 
famed Comstock Lode, John L. Mackay, J. L. Flood and William S. Lyle invested in one group. 
Not until J. P. Taggart found a rich vein in the fall of 1892 did a rush commence, and a new 
mining camp called Vanderbilt appeared just as rapidly as the ten-year-old town of Providence 
was emptied. Vanderbilt grew into a full-fledged town, with mostly wood buildings instead of 
stone, and took not only people from Providence but its polling place; the voting precinct was 
changed from Providence to Vanderbilt in 1893.”° 


*” The Salt Lake Mining Review, November 30, 1925; MSS 72/204c, Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley; “History of 
Capital Punishment in California,” http://www.cdcr.ca.gov; phone communication with Alan Hensher, December 
18, 2011. Criminal or unethical activity among the ownership is another subject of interest in future research. 

*° Hensher, Abandoned Settlements, p. 3; Lewis, Fred E., “Vanderbilt Mining District,” The Mining and Scientific 
Press, December 8, 1894, p. 357; Supervisors’ Minutes, Book G, p. 366, Book H, pp. 150, 306. Curiously, liquor 
licenses were granted to two individuals in Providence in March, 1893, but they may have actually been located in 
Vanderbilt, which lay within Providence Township. 
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Vanderbilt was not the only point of activity in the area. In 1894 pioneer Providence resident 
Patrick Dwyre and his friend James Walker made a “rich strike” some 11 miles southwest of 
Providence, leading a group of Needles men to stake out a townsite, which they called 
Gladstone. In reporting the event, the Los Angeles Times referred to “the old town of 
Providence,” surely a comment on that community’s fade from glory. By 1896 the Randsburg- 
area mines in the west Mojave had opened and towns were established there; it appeared that 
Providence’s days were over.” 


Although area miners experienced a slowdown and many left, mining activity did not stop in the 
Providence Mountains. Lower silver prices meant lower profits, but men kept working and 
optimism continued to be the language of desert mining, especially as more gold was uncovered. 
“The old Trojan district,” reported The Mining and Scientific Press in April 1897, “is evidently 
entering upon a prosperous era.” Quoting the cost to ship ore from the Providence mines to the 
railroad at $10 a ton, the report noted that silver ores sold for about $100 a ton but “some as high 
as $400 or $500,” resulting in profits. A ten-stamp mill, presumably the one at Barber Spring, 
continued in operation. Also, businessmen began to plan construction of a smelter at Needles, 


which would surely boost the mining output of the surrounding mountains.” 


In the meantime the long-lost owners of the Bonanza King Mine and its associated Providence 
properties fell into arrears with the tax collector. On July 10, 1893, the Bonanza King, Rattler, 
Bonanza King First Extension North, and other mines were sold to the state for delinquent taxes. 
In 1897, prominent Needles resident J. H. West paid the $218.94 in estimated tax in 1897 and 
got the mines at a Sheriffs sale. He soon sold a half-interest to long-time Needles associates 
Frank Monaghan and Dan Murphy, both of whom had intimate knowledge of Providence, having 
both served in law capacities in the Providence township. It is not known whether the partners 
did any work at the mine, but they did pursue the construction of the 100-ton custom smelter at 
Needles, which was constructed in 1900.”° 


Resurrection of the Bonanza King Mine, 1901-1907 

The new century brought progress on many fronts. A new rail line connecting Los Angeles with 
Salt Lake City would skirt the western side of the Providence Mountains, spurring development, 
while motor trucks and automobiles rapidly replaced the venerable mule team and freight wagon. 


”! The Mining and Scientific Press, March 10, 1894, p. 157, and April 3, 1897, p. 286; Los Angeles Times, December 
3, 1894. 

i Mining and Scientific Press, April 17, 1897, p. 326 and August 26, 1899, p. 233; San Francisco Call, November 
28, 1897. The Call reported: “There are now eight mills running 215 stamps in [San Bernardino] county, as follows: 
Vanderbilt, 45; Barstow, 10; Victor, 10; Oro Grande, 5; Calico, 80; Holcomb Valley, 25; Virginia Dale, 30; 
Providence Mountain, 10.” The Los Angeles Times reported after the fact that some time after the Bonanza King 
mill fire a small five-stamp mill was installed by temporary claimants; if true, it is possible that West and his 
associates accomplished this. The mill was sold around 1900 and moved to the nearby Columbia mine (Los Angeles 
Times, February 3, 1901). 

*> Deeds, Book 209, p. 27; Book 244, p. 184; Book 247, p. 46, SBCA; The Engineering and Mining Journal, 
February 17, 1900, p. 207; June 23, p. 747; August 11, p. 167; and December 29, 1900, p. 767. 
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On February 18, 1901, the Los Angeles Times 
published an illustrated feature on the revitalization 
of the Bonanza King Mine and Providence. Above, 
“Joe Spencer, typical miner of the Providence 
Range,’ and right, “Juan Domingo, the wagoner 

of Providence” (tracings from drawings appearing 
in the article). Top right is a photo taken in 1926 of 
Spencer, a longtime Providence Mountains miner 
who acted as caretaker for the Bonanza King Mine 
for many years. (Mojave Desert Heritage & Cultural 
Association) 
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The Bonanza King Mine, never forgotten, again experienced serious investment and capital- 
enhanced activity. 


The San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railway improved the access to the mining districts 
west, south and north of Providence. During the planning stages in 1901-1905, many news 
reporters joined countless prospectors in exploring the area anew. George L. Berg of Los 
Angeles, a prospector and police officer, visited the idle Bonanza King mine in early 1901 and 
described Providence and its last resident: 


The deserted village with its vacant stone houses, now has a lonely and uncanny 
appearance. One suggestive thing that attracted our attention was about five wagonloads 
of empty beer bottles, which showed the kind of civilization which once flourished in that 
out-of-the-way mountain nook. 


LONE INHABITANT 

The only inhabitant of the lonely place for some years has been old John Domingo, one 
of the noted characters of the Mojave Desert. Old John has been a stage driver and 
teamster 1n the desert for forty years. Since the closing of the Bonanza King, he has lived 
all alone in the deserted village, save for the company of his horses, a flock of chickens 
and several immense tomcats which are his almost constant companions. 


Domingo used to haul the bullion from the Bonanza King mine to the railroad at Fenner. 
Many and many wagonloads of silver and gold bars, to say nothing of tons of ore, have 
been transported by him. 


“Domingo still has his big ore wagons in storage at deserted Crow City,” Berg reported, “where 
he is patiently waiting for the working of the Bonanza King to be resumed.” ”” 


Title to the mine had reportedly been in litigation after the tax sale, but West, Monaghan and 
Murphy prevailed, and in December of 1900 they sold it to Dr. Charles E. Ussher of 
Philadelphia. As told in a lengthy news article about Ussher and the mine, he came across the 
mine while on his way to Nome, Alaska, in search for investment opportunities. He returned to 
Philadelphia, gathered some wealthy friends, and organized the Silver Queen Mining and 
Reduction Company. The new corporation planned to reopen the Bonanza King Mine and 


construct a mill “with all the modern improvements.” 


Dr. Ussher personally directed the improvements at the site, including development of a reliable 
water supply for the operation of reduction works. His men drilled a 240-foot well “with 40 feet 
of water in the hole.” By February, Ussher’s men were at work building the mill and 


** Los Angeles Times, February 3, 1901. 
*° One unreliable report claimed that litigation ensued after “the principal stockholder became insane” (Los Angeles 
Times, January 27, 1906). Los Angeles Times, June 13, 1901. 
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concentrators.’~ Much of the old mining operation was still in place and in reasonable condition, 
as told by Berg: 


We went down into it to a depth of 800 feet and noticed that an unlimited quantity of ore 
was still in sight. The old mining cars stand on the tracks as they were left years ago. The 
timbers yet are sound and it will take very little cleaning up and repairing to resume 
operations after the lapse of years. UA 


A year later there was little progress, with the water source remaining the major problem. Peter 
Kehl of Los Angeles purchased the tailings of the old mill down by Crow Town, hauling the 
worked-over spoils to Fenner and then by rail to smelters.” 


Dr. Ussher looked to Los Angeles businessmen for his next investors. On April 20, 1905, he filed 
Articles of Incorporation for the Bonanza King Development Company, based in Los Angeles. 
The principals were C. W. Caddagan, president; E. W. Merchant, J. H. Montay, J. F. Moses, 
Frederick J. Heid, William K. Krips, and William A. Eckerly. The group capitalized the 
corporation at three million dollars. Caddagan also had purchased the nearby Belle McGilroy 
group of mines. A year later, probably because of a further need for capital, a slightly different 
group of men incorporated the Trojan Mining Company, which then leased the mine from the 
development company. Ussher served as secretary and treasurer while J. H. Montay bought in 
and became president.” 


In 1906 the Los Angeles Times reported that the Bonanza King Mine would rise again, with this 
headline: “Angelenos Installing Machinery to Get Riches Left by Owners in the Ground and on 
Dumps.” Under superintendent E. J. DeLano, Elliot & Drescher of Prescott, Arizona erected a 
ten-stamp mill and an expanded crew began processing ore off the dumps, with the intent to 
resume mining as well. Distillate engines manufactured in Los Angeles provided power to the 


mill and pumping station, although not for the steam-powered hoist.'”° 


A. M. Rockwell replaced DeLano and supervised 75 men in operation of the mine and mill. It 
can be presumed that all these men, if the figure is accurate, lived at Providence. Evidence 
suggests that the 1906 improvements at Providence included pouring concrete floors and 
repairing walls and windows in the cookhouse and possibly building a wood frame 
superintendent’s residence on the site of an older office and possibly residence. Kelso, on the 
newly opened Salt Lake railroad, became the shipping point for the Bonanza King Mine and 
others in the Providence Mountains. 


*° Thid. 

°T Los Angeles Times, February 3, 1901. 

°8 Los Angeles Times, February 18, 1902; The Mining World, February 10, 1906, p. 225-226. 

” Articles of Incorporation #42688 and 45458, CSL; Deeds, Book 368 p. 239. 

'°° The Mining World, August 4 and October 13, 1906; Mining and Scientific Press, August 4, 1906, p. 130 and 
February 3, 1906, p. 77. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 61 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 
In a repeat of past events, less than a year after resuming work the mine and mill were closed, 
according to the American Mining Review, “pending the adjustment of the internal affairs of the 
company.” Again, plenty of good ore sat waiting for resumption of milling, but nothing 


happened. The men were laid off and Providence was once again quiet./”" 


The new mill had reportedly treated about 150,000 tons of ore but a shortage of water plagued 
the operation. Peter Kehl, who had been working the piles down at Crow Town, went to work up 
by the mine extracting silver through a cyanide process, netting $7 per ton in silver. The 
investors had reportedly put $40,000 into the operation; it is not known whether they left with 


any profit.'°” 


The Los Angeles Times, ever eager to publish a tale of scandal and financial wrongdoing, 
featured on July 28, 1911 a story headlined, “MINE O’ SILVER; DREAM OF GOLD: Great 
Bonanza King Part of Gilt-brick Game.” The item, details of which can be taken with a grain of 
salt, alleged that H. F. Chaffee, a wealthy eastern grain operator and investor in the ill-fated 
Ussher period at the mine, had been defrauded by C. W. Caddagan and took him to court to 
recover lost expenses. Chaffee hired “mining expert” Thomas J. Carmody to inspect the Bonanza 
King Mine, accompanied by Chaffee’s son, “who had come to California to identify Caddagan as 
the John Armstrong who sold the brass ingots to his father.” The story continued: 


Carmody’s report was favorable. He found that much of the ore in the dumps was capable 
of yielding a heavy run of metal, and that the workings were full of silver. But Caddagan 
had disappeared, and proceedings were commenced by his family to prove that he had 
committed suicide by drowning at San Pedro. Chaffee could do nothing. Then young 
Chaffee eloped with “Dottie Dimples,” the petite [Los] Angeles telephone girl, and the 
matter came to apparently a full stop. 


The report claimed that Caddagan’s wife had been buying shares of the Bonanza King 
Consolidated Mining Company since the 1890s and her investment eventually grew to 
$200,000 resulting in “practically a clear title.” At the time the article was published, Mrs. 
Caddagan was trying to sell the property, valued at $400,000. No public records have been 
located to support this story, but it adds to the lore of the Bonanza King Mine and speaks of the 


sensational flavor of front-page news reporting a century ago.'”” 


It was a curious moment for Thomas Ewing, the most prominent of the Bonanza King 
entrepreneurs, to resurface at Providence in 1907 or 1908. Ewing had been in the news here and 
there around the turn of the century. As of March 8, 1899, he owned the Homestake and Sheep 
Trail mines in Arizona and Nevada, and served as president of the Southwest Miners’ 
Association for a number of years in the early 1900s. Now known as Col. Ewing, he was called 
“one of the most prominent figures in the mining circles of the Southwest.” He engineered 


'°! American Mining Review, August 17, 1907, pp. 10, 17. 
'"* Los Angeles Times, January 26, 1908. 
'°° Los Angeles Times, July 28, 1911. 
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mining deals and kept up on the latest booms. For instance, in 1901 the Los Angeles Times 
reported that “Col.”’ Ewing sold the Leland Group of mines in Arizona for half a million dollars. 
He was also sued, in 1902, for breach of contract and withholding a commission over a mine sale 
in Arizona. He returned to the Providence Mountains in 1907 when he promoted a mine sale 
there. Ewing showed up at his old office at Providence and set up a camp; what he was doing 
there has not been ascertained, but records show a voting precinct at “Ewing’s Camp” and 
“Ewing’s Office” at Providence in May through November of 1908. The voter rolls shot up from 
two in may (probably Ewing and John Domingo, listed as officials) to twelve in November 


election. Nothing was heard from Ewing after that.'”* 


After about three years of quiet, interest arose in the Bonanza King again in 1911, most of which 
was reported in the Barstow Printer. Los Angeles businessmen traveled to Providence to inspect 
the property, raising “talk of starting the old Bonanza King mine.” The following year Dr. 
Ussher returned with six miners for “some preliminary work.” An employee named W. M. 
Graham was hurt in the mine, and the Barstow newspaper exclaimed that the mine was “still 
pounding away.” In early 1913 Dr. R. L. Burcham made some improvements at the mine and 
mill, and soon a group of “eastern parties” sent out engineers from New York to inspect the 
mine. In fact, 1913 proved to be a big year for Providence and the Bonanza King Mine, as not 
only was there activity and interest from new investors, but San Bernardino County improved 
roads in the area. Fenner merchant Sid Dennis did much of the hauling between mill and 
railroad. Increased activity was noted in the eastern Providence Mountains, including a vanadium 
mine near the Domingo ranch opened by a Mr. Beureclow. John Domingo remained a presence 
at Providence and at Crow Town, acting as guide and chauffeur to prospectors and engineers 
interested in the desert country. It is evident that during this period Providence was occupied by 


perhaps a dozen people.'”° 


At the end of 1913 a mining engineer named Steele took an option on the Bonanza King Mine 
and others in the vicinity with Charles Holbrook. He transported about two tons of samples to 
San Francisco. At the same time a man who claimed to hold a mortgage on the Bonanza King 


mine and mill announced plans “to dismantle the mill and ship same to Los Angeles.””° 


Local miner Joe Spencer bought into the neighboring Perseverance mine, and more activity was 
occurring at the Hidden Hill and Pilot mines, south of Providence. A new operating group called 
Holbrook, McGuire and Cohn, operating out of the Crocker Building in San Francisco, hired 
three men to help them work the Bonanza King. By the end of February 1914 the number of 


104 Tos Angeles Times, March 8, 1899, February 14, July 9 and 11, September 27, 1901, August 31, September 5, 
1902; The Engineering and Mining Journal, September 20, 1902; American Mining Review, October 12, 1907, p. 
18; Supervisors Minutes, May 11, Sept 17 and October 6, 1908; Hensher, in Old Ores p. 33-34. 

'°° Barstow Printer, July 14 and 21, 1911, November | and 22, 1912, January 10, May 2, July 11, August 8 and 
September 26, 1913. Mr. Beureclow, spelled Barricklow in a later news item, was noted as the community’s “only 
pensioner.” He left his name at Bearclaw Well near the 7IL Ranch. Burcham may have been Rose Burcham, part- 
owner of the Yellow Aster Mine at Randsburg. 

'°6 Barstow Printer, December 5, 1913, January 2, 1914. 
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workers rose and the road between Fenner and the mine was busy with automobiles and trucks. 
In March the ten-stamp mill had been temporarily started up, a new road to the mine was 


constructed, and “five carloads of mill machinery” awaited delivery to the mine at Fenner.'”’ 


April found the Bonanza King employing ten men and a deputy sheriff. Steele, representing 
Holbrook, McGuire and Cohn, hired Tim Lyons and others, bringing the workforce at the mine 
to “the standard the company hopes to maintain.” The mill produced ore concentrates that were 
sacked and sent daily to Fenner in trucks. 

Still, the Bonanza King lacked adequate water to operate the mill to desired capacity. The 
owners contemplated another well or a pipeline from Beecher Canyon’s reliable springs. All was 
well in the mine itself, equipped with a new hoist. On June 6, 1914, miners struck a body of 
high-grade silver ore on the 500-foot level, proving to many old miners that the Bonanza King 
still had potential.'°° 


In Providence, the owners operated a company store “for the accommodation of their 
employees,” which numbered 22 by June. It is likely that John Domingo supplied fresh produce 
to the miners. A well-equipped assay office and laboratory was located near the mine workings. 
The mine foreman was Mr. Keys, while Mr. Hill managed the hoisting works and Mr. Schenk 
took charge of the office. Auto truck driver Chris Anderson made two daily trips to the station.'”” 
On November 30, 1914, the owners filed Articles of Incorporation in Nevada for the Bonanza 
King Consolidated Mining Company. Charles H. Holbrook Jr. acted as president; William L. 
McGuire of San Francisco, secretary; and as trustees William H. Schmalle, C. McCullough and 
R. C. Burnett. However, soon a series of transactions resulted in the mining properties falling 
under the ownership of a pair of Massachusetts woolen mill owners and their partner.’ 


It is not known how and why the owners of South Acton Woolen Mills, manufacturers of a 
byproduct of wool called shoddy, came to be interested in ownership of a California desert mine. 
Owners Frederick and William Rawitser joined with a person or persons named Hall, possibly 
the Hall Brothers Company, a cooperage in Acton, Massachusetts.''' Providence scholar Alan 
Hensher wrote that after the change in ownership, the new company “reopened several shafts, as 


far as 800 feet, and was taking out very rich ore.” '? 


The Barstow Printer reported in November that the Bonanza King mine and mill were operating 
non-stop with 30 men at work. “E. H. Tracy, superintendent,” they wrote, “has a well-organized 
force under J. F. Guerney, foreman of the mill, and Walter Schinnle in charge of transportation.” 


'°7 Barstow Printer, J anuary 16, February 6, 13 and 27, March 13, 1914; Report XV of the State Mineralogist, 
December 1917, p. 827. 
'°8 Barstow Printer, April 10 and 17, May 8, and June 12, 1914. 
109 77 
Ibid. 
''° Articles of Incorporation #78948, CSA. 
''! 4 Directory of Massachusetts Manufacturers (Boston: Wright & Potter Printing Company, 1913), pp. 85, 100. 
''? Hensher, in Old Ores, p. 34. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


a: i eS I 
* ‘ md aie oe ae 3 me ; 


> 


cz 


| 


7 ~ 
7 
rag | * r§ 
D - 


I 
- 
a 


- 


; 


wr ko 
& ae 

" aie A 

4 4 


i 
R 


—__—_—_— _ 


Bonanza King Mine in 1926 (above, Mojave Desert 
Heritage & Cultural Association) and 1930 (left, Calli- 


fornia State Geological Library); superintendent's resi- 
dence circa 1926 (MDHCA and Larry Vredenburgh). 
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The mill processed between forty and fifty tons of ore per day to produce high grade 
concentrates and precipitates, as well as high grade ore. Two company trucks made daily trips to 
Fenner and back. To the benefit of workers and residents, Tracy installed an electric lighting 
plant and water service. “There are five families now in camp, thus giving a more charming 


:; 113 
appearance to the surroundings.” 


Some details of the activity in 1918 were revealed in letters found many years later in the mine 
office. A letter and daily assay sheet was sent in September by presumed foreman A.B. Call to 
trustee E. R. Milliken of Pasadena, stating “We are in the midst of a turnover of both the mine 
and the mill and I hope by the 30"" to give you a Special letter in regard to the shipping ore and 
the mill ore.” Call contacted an employment agency in Los Angeles: “Please send us two 
machine men and two muckers as soon as possible.” The pay offered to machine men was $5.50 
and mockers, $5.00, with board $1.25 per day. The mine was back in operation as noted in a 
Western Union Telegram from Fenner on October 21 to E. H. Hall, possibly another trustee, also 
in Pasadena: “Will ship fifty tons instead of thirty if we can get car,” wired Call. “Truck taking 
on each trip four tons and half richest ore we have ever taken out.” The letters reveal a small 
operation struggling with labor and hauling capacity, but nonetheless staffed and running. It is 


presumed that the men lived in some of the older buildings in Providence.''* 


The end of World War I resulted in a drop in silver prices, to $1.01. Operations at the mine were 


115 


suspended in June of 1920.'~ A year later, Daggett resident and deputy county assessor Dix Van 


Dyke visited the abandoned town: 


We later spent a night at the old town of Providence on the east side of the mountain. 
This was a town before the Santa Fe was built and freight was hauled from Mojave. 
Many of the old houses were still good. Some were made from tufa [sic], volcanic ash 
quarried from a neighboring hill and sawed into blocks. Others were made of stone laid in 
dirt mortar and the stones so well laid that that the houses were still standing.''® 


The Bonanza King Mine would again lure mining men. In December 1922 the Barstow Printer 
reported that the mine would open after a period of litigation. Consulting engineer J. Ralph 
MclInery worked on overhauling the 100-ton oil flotation plant, and planned to open the mine and 
mill within months. This apparently never occurred."'’ 


In 1923 the Massachusetts owners leased their claims to the Bonanza King Consolidated Mines 
Company. Shortly thereafter, mimeographed letters were prepared in a fundraising scheme. The 
Bonanza King Consolidated Mines and Reduction Works had been organized in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, in March of 1923. The officers were O. B. Bachman, President and Treasurer; Wade 


'l3 Barstow Printer, November 5, 1915. 


''* Don Meadows Papers, MS-R001 Series 1 Box 93, UC Irvine Special Collections. 

''? Hensher in Old Ores, p. 34; Report XVII of the State Mineralogist, January 1921, pp. 360-361. 
'18 Barstow Printer, June 21, 1921. 

'l” Barstow Printer, December 28, 1922. 
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Hampton Williams, Vice President; and A. E. Kinney, Secretary. Williams was an entrepreneur 
known for his discovery in 1919 and subsequent success at the California Rand Mine in the 
western Mojave and may have been brought into this venture for his name. The letter to potential 
investors noted the success of “Hamp” Williams and his “strong following” of people looking for 
profits: “The “Big Silver’ was not the first profitable mine he ever discovered, nor the last,” it 
stated, “and he believes the ‘Bonanza Consolidation’ will be the greatest.” The group sought 
investors “of moderate means” who were urged to “Get in with successful substantial men in a 
growing enterprise.” Williams “does not hesitate to state that he believes the ‘Bonanza King 
Consolidated’ will be a bigger, richer combinations of mines than the ‘Big Silver’.” The senders 
enclosed a subscription blank. It is doubtful that the group had any success, although in 1924 the 
State Mining Bureau reported that six men were at work and one car of ore had been extracted. 
In 1925 The Mining Review reported that the Bonanza King Mine was in “in regular operation,” 
owned by the Bonanza King Mines Company, of Los Angeles, with Dr. O. B. Bachman as 


manager.''® 


It appears that the mine closed down for good in 1925. Historian Alan Hensher found evidence 
that “several brief revivals occurred into the 1930s,” but as far as is known, the mine wasn’t 


opened again until the 1970s. Providence became a true ghost town, although it didn’t come 


under the public eye much until the 1960s.'"” 


Providence as a Ghost Town 

Joe Spencer, a longtime miner in the Providence Mountains and elsewhere 1n the desert, acted as 
caretaker for the mine owners during the 1920s and possibly into the 1930s. The nearby John 
Domingo (7IL) ranch had been sold, and the family of Mark Pettit moved in. Pettit’s daughter 
Betty, in a book she wrote about life in the east Mojave, wrote: 


By the time we arrived on the desert [1925], the Bonanza King mine was closed. ... The 
Bonanza King and the adjacent town of Providence were completely deserted by 1927 
except for caretakers. At that time, however, the mill, machinery, and buildings were still 
in fair shape; in fact, caretaker Joe Spencer used to stay up at the mine. He lived in the 
long rock cookhouse. When we were at the 7IL, Mary and Mark made many trips up the 
hill to take him homemade bread and doughnuts. He in turn would make coffee and the 
three of them would sit long hours as Joe told his stories. ... The mine was a wonderland 
of buildings and hiding places.'*° 


Historian Dennis Casebier, no doubt the most knowledgeable person on the subject of the east 
Mojave, wrote that Joe Spencer worked as an occasional watchman at the mine, and that Joe 


''8 Wright et al, “Mines and Mineral Deposits of San Bernardino County, California.” California Journal of Mines 


and Geology, Vol. 49, No. 1, January-April 1953, pp. 137-138; The Mining Review, November 30, 1925, p. 11; Don 
Meadows Papers, MS-ROO1 Series 1 Box 93, UC Irvine Special Collections. Rubber stamp imprints on the letter 
read: “Bonanza King Mine / Fenner, Cal.” 

ad Hensher, “Providence,” p. 283. 

'*° Papierski, Betty (Pettit), Flat Tires & Coffee Fires (Essex, CA: Tales of the Mojave Road Publishing Company, 
1993), p. 35. 
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Bolyn, “a prospector and “mining entrepreneur’ in the Providence Mountains Region of 
considerable note,” was “in charge” of the property up to 1937. By the few accounts available, it 
appears that when Joe Spencer left Providence so ended the era of fulltime residents. Howard 
Blair claimed that a caretaker continued to watch over the mine into the 1950s, but lived nearby. 
“Well, people would come along and camp in there,” Blair recalled. “The watchman lived at 
Fenner, and he’d come up once in a while and look it over, but I don’t suppose they were paying 


; 121 
him much.” 


No specific accounts have surfaced about Providence in the 1930s, although it was visited by at 
least three parties who studied plants and insects, or merely took photographs of the abandoned 
town. Providence began its real descent into ruin in the 1940s and deterioration accelerated in the 
1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s. 


The Providence Mountains had long attracted not only prospectors but also scientists attracted to 
its rich diversity. The eminent southern California etymologist Don Meadows visited Providence 
in April 1937, and while no accounts of his visit there—whether field notes or photographs— 
have been located he did find papers and drawings in the abandoned mine office and took them. 
These included a few letters and a set of blueprints for improvements at the Needles Smelter, 
now in the Meadows collection at UC Irvine. A month later the local botanist Mary Beal, who 
lived in Daggett and spent time with the Mitchells at their caverns south of Providence and was 
familiar with the surrounding mountains and desert, brought prominent botanist Willis Linn 
Jepson to explore the plant life around the Bonanza King Mine. Jepson had never been to the 
area but was familiar with some of its plants. He had published, in 1923, the discovery by Philip 
A. Munz of the Desert Mariposa (C. kennedyii) found at Providence some time earlier. In 
preparation for his visit, Miss Beal wrote to Jepson that she was setting up “choice spots for 
botanizing.” They spent a day at Providence, the Bonanza King Mine and the canyon behind. 
Beal, a skilled photographer, took a photograph of part of Providence and sent it in a letter to 


Jepson, noting on the back “the village at Bonanza King Mine.” oe 


Dix Van Dyke of Daggett published a series of auto tour descriptions in the Barstow Printer- 
Review in the late 1930s. Writing about Providence, Van Dyke noted that the buildings were “all 
well preserved” and claimed that many roofs had been clad in whisky barrel staves “which made 
a wonderful and useful roof.” Van Dyke also reported that a caretaker had been in residence until 
1937.'° 


'! Casebier writing in Papierski, Flat Tires, p. 153; interview with Howard Blair, October 19, 2011. 


'2? Don Meadows Papers, MS-RO01 Series 1 Box 93, UC Irvine Special Collections; Jepson Correspondence 
Volume XL, 1937 A-G, Jepson Field Books Volume 57, and Mary Beal files at Jepson Herbarium Archives, UC 
Berkeley; Jepson, Willis Linn, A Manual of the Flowering Plants of California (Berkeley and Los Angeles: 
University of California Press, 1923), p. 236. 

'*3 Barstow Printer-Review, July 28, 1938. 
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Botanist Mary Beal 
took the photo 
above, showing the 
mine assay office 
left center and row 
of stone buildings at 
right, in May 1937 
(Jepson Herbarium 
Archives, UC 
Berkeley). 


Alvin Fickewirth 
photographed 
Providence in 1940 
and published these 
two pictures, of the 
superintendent's 
house (center) and 
the cookhouse, In 
1941 (Westways). 
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An unidentified photographer visited Providence and took pictures of some of the buildings in 
the late 1930s, probably 1939. The photographs are the only documentation available from that 
period, showing some unique details that aid understanding of the structures; copies are archived 
at the Mojave Desert Heritage and Cultural Association at Goffs. 


What appears to be the first widespread publicity about the “ghost town” at Providence 
originated with a visit by Aaron Dudley and photographer Alvin Fickewirth in 1940. Fickeworth 
took a series of clear photographs of the “virtually intact” buildings and landscape at Providence, 
many of which have been helpful to this report. The following year the two men published an 
article in Westways magazine, the first piece known to promote travel to the town and mine. The 
writers provided many details about Providence—which they called “one of the Mojave Desert’s 
most secluded ghost towns” and “‘the best preserved ghost town in the West’”—and the mine. 


They noted “homes, garages, stores, offices...a mecca for exploring ghost town fans....”'~* 


Although exaggerating some of the facts about the mine and fictionalizing life in the town, the 
writers were the first to popularize the place. They mentioned standing on the veranda of the 
superintendent’s “cottage” and noted the “doorless, skeleton-like houses...constructed unlike any 
others” in the desert.” They repeated the observation that many of the houses were roofed with 
barrel staves. The article was published in the magazine, the official organ of the Automobile 
Club of Southern California, in November of 1941. An expected onslaught of tourists responding 
to the article would have been interrupted by the country’s entry into World War II. 


During World War II Providence lay within the boundaries of General George Patton’s Desert 
Training Center, a huge tract of desert land in California and Arizona that was seized and used 
for ground exercises. Although on the far northwestern edge of the training zone, no 
documentation has been uncovered that shows activity at Providence. However, the son of 
photographer Fickewirth heard that Patton’s tank troops used Providence for target practice and 
that signs had been posted in the vicinity of Mitchell Caverns warning visitors about unexploded 
ordnance. While this has yet to be confirmed through documentation or physical evidence 
(exploded or unexploded ordnance has not been observed by archeologists during surveys at 
Providence), the claim if true could explain the almost uniform tumbled nature of the stone 


habitations. !7° 


Harold O. and Lucile Weight, publishers of Desert magazine and active desert explorers and 
scholars, visited and photographed Providence in May of 1947. Weight’s fine photographs are 
highly detailed and capture the last days of an almost-intact cookhouse and other buildings. His 
view of Providence from the Bonanza King Mine provides one of the only historical overviews 


'** Dudley, Aaron and Alvin Fickewirth, “Ghost Town of the Mojave,” Westways, Vol. 33 No. 11, November 1941, 
pp. 22-23. 

'*° See Howard, George W., “The Desert Training Center/ California-Arizona Maneuver Area” in Journal of 
Arizona History, 26 (Autumn, 1985), pp. 273-94; telephone interview with John Fickewirth, November 10, 2011. 
An undated (circa 1980) BLM report claimed that the 10-stamp mill was “scavenged for the war effort.” 
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Two of Harold Weight’s 
sharp photographs of 
Providence taken in 
May 1947. View from 
the upper mine shafts 
with Providence in the 
distance (top) and Lu- 
cile Weight posing at 
the door of the cook- 
house. (Mojave Desert 
Heritage & Cultural 
Association) 
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of the town that has been found. Lucile Weight posed for a number of photographs, including 


views inside the kitchen of the cookhouse and appearing to knock on the door.'”° 


California’s Division of Mines kept tabs on the Bonanza King Mine and published an update on 
the idle mine in 1953, listing its owners as South Acton Woolen Co. and Rawitser Estate, South 


127 
4. 


Acton, Massachusetts. The previous generation had bought the mine in 191 There was 


apparently no mining activity from the late 1920s into the 1960s or 1970s. 


While the restrictions of World War II halted most travel to Providence, which had been inspired 
by the 1941 Westways article, the western public took an interest in the desert and especially 
ghost towns beginning in the 1950s. The San Bernardino Sun-Telegram published a lengthy 
article by L. Burr Belden for the benefit of “those who like to poke around ghost towns” in 
March 1960. Featuring many photographs by N. Curtis Armstrong, the article recounted 
Providence history and encouraged visitation to the site, claiming that Providence could “be 
reached with safety by a modern passenger car.” This irked the only neighbor, local rancher 
Howard Blair who was, according to local historian Arda Haenszel who spoke with him at the 
time, “mad at Belden because the tourists attracted by the article had been tearing up the roads he 
had to maintain, and getting stuck all over in the sand, expecting him to rescue them, apparently 


mostly at his expense.” '~* 


With the 1960s came a flood of articles about Providence, all encouraging city people to 
undertake adventures in the desert, where unlimited interesting artifacts were available for the 
taking. Desert Magazine published a number of articles about or mentioning Providence 
beginning in 1960. Two months after Belden’s article appeared in the Sun-Telegram, Harold O. 
Weight wrote an article that featured a photo of Providence but no text about the place. An 
article entitled “Providence, U.S.A.,” by Barbara Peterson appeared in April 1965. Peterson had 
been directed to Providence by rangers at Mitchell Caverns and wrote that Providence was 
“frequented today only by bottle hunters and ghost town chasers.” She erroneously claimed a 
historic population of 5,000 citizens, and that some of the houses there were “originally shipped 
from England to provide refinement to the rough camp.” An article in 1968 encouraged fossil 
hunting in the canyon behind Providence, and a 1970 piece entitled ““Weekend Treasure 
Hunting” encouraged people to bring screens and hunt for artifacts in an area that included 


; 129 
“Providence Ghost Town” on its accompanying map. 


“White Ghost of the Mountains,” an illustrated 1971 Desert Magazine article, featured detailed 
directions for finding Providence. The writer extolled the area for its “inexhaustible interest for 


'*° Photographs in collection of Mojave Desert Cultural and Heritage Association at Goffs. 


'*7 California Journal of Mines and Geology, Vol. 49, No. 1, January-April 1953, pp. 101-102, No. 2, pp. 72-73. 

'*8 Belden, L. Burr, “Old Ghost Town Easy to Reach, Fun to Explore” in San Bernardino Sun-Telegram, March 20, 
1960; Arda M. Haenszel to Ruth Musser, BLM, May 15, 1983. 

'2? Desert Magazine: May 1960, Volume 23, Number 5, pp. 8-11; February 1965, Volume 28, Number 2, pp. 17-18, 
33; April 1965, Volume 28, Number 4, pp. 6-7; March 1968, Volume 31, Number 3, pp. 10-11; February 1970, 
Volume 34, Number 2, pp. 10-11. 
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every known species of four-wheeled desert rat,” and provided detailed directions to Providence 
and the mine. “Whether prowling through the buildings of Providence,” wrote B. W. Browne, 
“exploring the ruins of the Bonanza and Silver King mines, or watching your campfire flicker 
under silent moonlit cliffs, a visit to the white-walled ghost of the Providence Mountains is a trip 
you will long remember.” Rockhound Mary Frances Strong, author of a book called Desert Gem 
Trails, wrote an article in 1973 that encouraged “ghost town buffs” to visit the former “sizeable 
town”: 


Dark volcanic rock caps the hillside east of the mine and the underlying, light-colored 
tuff was quarried and used for building stone. The mine office and a number of houses 
built from this attractive material remain in various stages of decay. Stone rubble from 
dozens of dwellings occurs along a distance of about a half-mile down slope of the mine 
and is nearly hidden under a rather dense growth of desert flora. Exploration of the old 
townsite often turns up some interesting memorabilia.'*° 


Providence appeared in a number of ghost town guides, often in small publications, although in 
one case, published by Sunset Magazine. In 1966 Alvin L. Abbott featured Providence in his 
self-published California Ghost Town Trails. Abbott included three good pictures of features 
there while they were still standing. A book aimed at “bottle collectors and relic hunters” by 
Robert Neil Johnson appeared in 1967 and has been reprinted since. Johnson’s California- 
Nevada Ghost Town Atlas provided a map and noted, “Several rock bldgs still standing.” In 1971 
the publishers of Sunset Magazine printed William Carter’s Ghost Towns of the West, which 
included photographs in the second edition. Mickey Broman’s popular California Ghost Town 
Trails included a photo and map to the site. Tucson author Philip Varney’s Southern California’s 
Best Ghost Towns: A Practical Guide included a drawing and map, two photos and a short 
description of Providence, noting “walls, foundations, mining remains in a memorable setting.” 


He also recommended it for mountain biking.'”' 


A more respectful approach was taken by Alan Hensher and Larry Vredenburgh, both of whom 
had researched Providence as scholars. Their Ghost Towns of the Upper Mojave Desert, 
published in a number of editions culminating in Ghost Towns of the Mojave Desert, A Concise 
and Illustrated Guide (1991), drew upon Vredenburgh’s work as a BLM researcher (he was an 
author of Desert Fever, a groundbreaking report providing historic context to desert mining 


history) and Hensher’s thorough research. Hensher also published a number of articles about 


: 132 
Providence. 


'°° Desert Magazine, June 1971, Volume 34, Number 6, pp. 20-21 and October 1973, Volume 36, Number 10, pp. 
28-33. 

'S' Abbott, A. L. California Ghost Town Trails (Anaheim: Abbott & Abbott, 1966), pp. 7-11; Johnson, Robert Neil, 
California-Nevada Ghost Town Atlas (Susanville: Cy Johnson & Son, 1967, second edition 1974), page 45; Carter, 
William, Ghost Towns of the West (Menlo Park: Lane Magazine & Book Company, 1971), pp. 15 and 61; Broman, 
Mickey, California Ghost Town Trails (Baldwin Park: Gem Guides Book Company, 1985, previous editions 1978, 
1981), pp. 72-73; Varney, Philip. Southern California’s Best Ghost Towns: A Practical Guide (Norman and 
London: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990), pp. 50, 58-59, 125. 

'** Hensher, Alan and Larry Vredenburgh, Ghost Towns of the Upper Mojave Desert (Los Angeles: Private printing, 
1987 [3 edition]), and Ghost Towns of the Mojave Desert, A Concise and Illustrated Guide (Los Angeles: 
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These articles and books brought visitors to Providence. Most were respectful of the resources 
but no doubt many stole building materials, took artifacts, dug in bottle dumps and privy pits, 
and some vandalized the ruins. A writer in 1973 described seeing “an open pit that had been 
carefully excavated by bottle hunters, and judging from the glass I saw scattered on the ground, 
they had done very well for themselves.” The Los Angeles Historical Bottle Club, established in 
1966, still lists Bonanza King Mine as a site for bottle hunters on their website. Arda Haenszel 
described Providence as once a “hippie haven” where she and a friend “felt definitely menaced 


by them as they watched us, guns in hand,” she wrote later. “We beat a quick retreat....”"°° 


At the same time, others became occasional caretakers of the place. A group or groups developed 
an attractive campsite at the superintendent’s compound. The Sierra Club and other groups have 
offered mountain-climbing trips out of Providence. More recent Internet posts show a small but 
concerned group of people concerned about deterioration: “I have been observing for decades the 
collapse and dissolution of the structures at the Bonanza King Mine,” wrote a blogger called 
Yaochi. Another, posting at ghosttownexplorers.com wrote, “The walls of this building are 
quickly disappearing due to vandals stealing the cut stone blocks.” A paranormal site notes the 


ghostly quality at the mine.’** 


Until its recent closure, rangers at nearby Mitchell Caverns directed those who asked to 
Providence. Rancher Howard Blair, who for more than 50 years has lived within view of the 
mine said, “if something come out in the LZ. A. Times, they’d have that road dusted all the time.” 
The mine and town are described in the currently available commercial guide to Mojave National 
Preserve; the author erroneously states that “it takes a strenuous rock-climbing adventure” to 


reach the site.!*° 


Much changed at Providence in the years following World War II. By 1960 the last of the small 
stone habitations tumbled or were vandalized. Between 1960 and 1980, all remaining wood 
frame buildings, including the superintendent’s residence, and wood components on other stone 
buildings disappeared. The commissary collapsed and the cookhouse experienced severe 
structural alterations. Many of the stone blocks that had been carefully laid are nowhere to be 
found, indicating that the useable stones were hauled off. Two buildings at the mine—probably 
on public lands—were destroyed by heavy equipment, apparently during a short-lived renewed 


California Classics Books, 1991). See also: Hensher, Alan. “Providence” in Guide to the East Mojave Heritage 
Trail, Rocky Ridge to Fenner, Tales of the Mojave Road Number 15 (Norco, CA: Tales of the Mojave Road 
Publishing Company, 1989); Hensher, Alan, “Providence,” in Quarterly of City of San Bernardino History and 
Pioneer Society, V11:4, Oct-Dec 1985; and Hensher, Alan, “The Historical Mining Towns of the Eastern Mojave 
Desert,” in Old Ores, Mining History in the Eastern Mojave Desert, Robert E. Reynolds editor, California State 
University, Desert Studies Consortium and LSA Associates, Inc. 2005, pages 22-27. 

'*° Unidentified photocopy of 1973 article, SBL; Arda M. Haenszel to Ruth Musser, BLM, May 15, 1983. 

'** See lahbc.org; Sierra Club Wilderness Training Committee Newsletter, Winter 2004, p. 4; climber.org; desert- 
vision. livejournal.com; ghosttownexplorers.com. 

'*° Rae, Cheri and John McKinney, Mojave National Preserve: A Visitor’s Guide (Santa Barbara: Olympus Press, 
L990 pel eT 
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mining operation in the late 1970s. The old boarding house and part of the stone building next to 
it also fell at that time. 


The mine was opened for a short time in the late 1970s, according to Blair. He recalled “a 
Canadian outfit” that came to work the mine. “Why, they were gung-ho,” Blair recalled. “They 
come and drilled in there, and they hit some high-grade ore.” Blair claimed that the miners re- 
timbered the shaft and took out some ore but then suddenly left: 


I mean, they come home, and they pulled out of here like there was a train leaving a 
tramp. “Cause they seen what it looked like down in there. And so, they left timber and 
pipe and everything and just pulled out and left the whole thing here. And, of course, you 
know, I knew ‘em there, and I tried to help ‘em. But they said, “You can have everything 
we leave.” I said, “Okay.”"”° 


The land on which Providence sits was for decades under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). In 1980, the BLM created the East Mojave National Scenic Area in order 
to protect natural and cultural resources while also allowing mining, ranching and other public 
uses to continue. In 1994, creation of the Mojave National Preserve resulted in further protection 
of the lands, including a wilderness area that borders Providence and the mine on the west. The 
Bonanza King Mine has remained in private ownership with the exception of the east claim, 
which was transferred to the park service. 


Future Study 

The history of Providence and the Bonanza King Mine makes a fascinating and complex study. 
This survey provides some detailed historical data but a limited research allotment left many 
stones unturned. Much detail was uncovered specific to the mining operation that wasn’t 
incorporated in this narrative, while information specific to Providence 1s sparse. Further study is 
encouraged, especially in discovering more about people like Thomas Ewing and other mine 
owners as well as Providence residents, lifestyles in the camp, and imagery of early Providence. 
Many of the miners at Providence in the 1880s had wider influence in Mojave Desert mining 
history, and this should be further explored. Providence may be eligible to the National Register 
of Historic Places, and this document can provide a foundation for such study. 


—Dewey Livingston 


'°° Interview with Howard Blair, October 19, 2011. 
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Satellite image of Providence (Mojave National Preserve). 





Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 83 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


The features at Providence are comprised mostly of stone masonry architecture—damaged by 

time, natural events and human activity—commonly known as ruins. The National Park Service’s 
Vanishing Treasures Strategic Plan (NPS, 1997) defines “ruins” as, “Sites whose occupation and 
utilization has been interrupted or discontinued...for an extended period of time.” While largely 
associated with Native American history, the term “ruins” can be used for historic period structures 
such as those at Providence. The terms “feature,” “structure” and “ruin” are used interchangeably 

in this document. “Feature” is usually associated with the structure’s administrative identification. 
The tumbled buildings at Providence were originally recorded in 2004-2005 as “features” and given 
a feature number (01-71). In some cases those numbers have been changed in the interest of clarity, 
and seven numbers/features have been added. “Structure” is an accepted general term for man-made 
buildings, utilitarian constructions, roads, bridges, etc. Please note that the terms “building,” “cabin” 
and “habitation” are also widely used 1n the text, denoting the original function or use of the feature. 


Key to Condition Assessment Pages 


20 Habitation Feature number, developed by Mojave National Preserve staff in 2005, and 
name or use of structure if known. 


Date of survey The date that structure was observed and recorded for this report; photo- 
documentation dates are shown below and are often different from recording 
date. Each structure was revisited up to four times, although subsequent 
“checkup” visits are not noted. 


Site Characteristics Evaluation of conditions of the area immediately adjacent to the structure. 


Approx. avg. slope An approximate figure based on simple triangulation measurement of average 
slopes adjacent to structure. 


Drainage Evaluation of drainage characteristics within six to ten feet of structure. 
“Sheet” indicates a relatively even sloping surface uncut by washes; otherwise 
the proximity to a wash or drainage that would be active in a storm event 1s 
noted. 


Vegetation A non-statistical impression of density of vegetation immediately in the 
structure area, including within the structure. Sparse: area easy to navigate 
around plants; moderate: area requires care in navigation (especially thorny 
plants); dense: difficult to navigate through vegetation surrounding feature. 


Visibility This is partially a security-driven evaluation. Is the structure visible to 
visitors from the main roadway and key features in Providence (cookhouse, 
superintendent’s residence, mine site)? Low: invisible or practically invisible 
without approaching structure; moderate: can be seen if one is attempting to 
visually locate such structures but partially or largely screened by vegetation; 
high: easily visible, even standing out, from points noted above. In some 
instances, the structure is not considered moderately or highly visible 1f it 
contains few or no structural elements. 
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Artifacts 


Impacts 


Weather 


Flooding 


Erosion 


Soil buildup 


Pests 


Vegetation 


Deterioration 


Loss of mortar 


Spalling 


Rust 


Debris deposits 
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Any surface artifacts presumably from the active period (1880-1920; cans, 
metal objects, ceramic pieces, discarded equipment, etc.) readily visible 

to visitors in proximity of the structure. This report is not an inventory of 
artifacts, and so only items readily visible to the surveyor were noted, and not 
in detail. 


Forces of nature or human activity that may threaten, damage, weaken, or 
otherwise impact the physical or historical integrity of the structure. 


Potential impacts from typical weather events known to the area, such as 
wind, rain, heat, freezing, etc. 


Is there potential structural damage or burial from flooding? This takes into 
account average rainfall conditions and potential impacts from established 

drainages on structures located near or adjacent to such drainages. In some 
cases, potential threats from extreme weather events are noted. 


In most cases, erosion 1s defined as soil erosion connected to the structure, 
typically a failing cut bank and material flowing into the structure. In the case 
of buildings constructed of erodible tuff, any such erosion of the building 
material will be noted. Slow, incremental erosion of rhyolite and limestone 
rocks is not considered. 


Usually a serious impact to wood structures, in this case the definition is soil 
deposits inside a structure that obscure the original floor area, or any exterior 
soil and/or rock pressures that might impact the structural integrity of the 
structure. 


Typical insect pests are not a typical issue with stone buildings; however, 
small animals can damage masonry structures and leave droppings and 
materials that can harbor hantavirus and obscure features. 


Impacts noted from intrusion of plants, especially large bushes like creosote or 
catclaw that can affect the stability of masonry. 


Condition of fabric or structure; 1n most cases defined as structural. 


Indicates erosion or failure of mortar if evident. Only applicable to mortared 
structures (01, 02, 44). 


Specific to concrete (no instances found); delamination of tuff noted in 
description and condition section. 


Only applicable in structures with metal parts (01 & 44). 


Any materials (except rock/gravel/sand), historic or contemporary, including 
historic debris, trash, livestock manure, etc. 
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Other 
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Description 


Condition 
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Noted if any evidence of vandalism 1s observed; in most cases, vandalism 
would include theft of materials, which is impossible to determine. Other 
instances include graffiti and treasure hunting. 


Estimatied as best can be determined, since most structures are not 
documented with historic photographs or plans. 


Proximity and potential impacts from vehicle or foot traffic on current or 
abandoned roadways. 


Because Providence has been abandoned for some 90 years, this determination 
reflects management of the site and structures under BLM and NPS ownership 
over the past 50 years. 


If evident, is the structure being used in a way that impacts its condition and 
historic integrity? Mostly refers to visitors and campers. 


Listed as best can be determined from observation. 


Type of rock used; at Providence, only limestone, rhyolite and tuff were used 
and noted. 


Only a few Providence masons utilized mortar, and the chemical composition 
will be determined if necessary. It appears that the soft mortar used in the 
Cookhouse, for instance, is an adobe-type made on the spot with dirt and sand. 
Sand-cement mix was used for later repairs and additions, especially in the 
cookhouse. 


If any foundation can be identified; none found at site. 


Composition of structure floor; in some cases, dirt was moved to reveal the 
floor material. 


In rare cases, wood or metal components are extant. In the case of Fe 44, roof 
materials are listed here. 


A non-statistical estimate for impression only. The exact determination is 
impossible without images or plans of the original structure. 


A narrative that described the construction type, size, location, character- 
defining features, and any other items of note, based on examination in the 
field and information 2005 MOJA field drawings. 


In these cases, the condition of a small, ruined masonry structure 1s difficult to 
define. In most cases, the structure is evaluated in simple terms as a building 
(poor condition in every case) and also as a ruin (poor, fair, good condition). 
The condition defined here does not imply historical integrity. 
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Hazards 


Potential actions 
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Is the structure or any part of it facing imminent collapse? Conditions 
effecting stability can include lack of foundation, wall deterioration, and 
threats from exterior forces such as rock outcrops and large plants. Being 
impossible to accurately evaluate the stability of most of these structures, the 
terms used, such as “moderate” and “appears to be” are not considered to be 
definitive but to provide a sense of the stability. 


Evaluation of potential hazards including falling rocks, collapsing walls, sharp 
objects, rusty metals, etc. 


A brief note of possible preservation action. This will be defined in detail in 
the Treatment Plan section of this report. 


Historical documentation specific to this structure 


Photo Log 


Do any historical photographs, drawings, plans exist? List provided. 


File number and date of high-resolution JPG digital photograph. In most 
cases, each structure was photographed with a “portrait” in sunny conditions 
from two angles, and then more extensively while shaded (for better detail). 
Each structure photographed from all angles, distances and with character- 
defining details recorded. Only representative examples are reproduced in the 


document. 


Numbering changes and additions approved by David Nichols 12-17-11 


Preserve archeologist Nichols assigned feature numbers at Providence in 2004. His and others’ 


field drawings are included in this document. During field work for this plan in October 2011 some 


features were added and it was determined that some numbers should change. 


For better geographical order: 
30 becomes 72 


71 becomes 15 


Change/addition: 
69 split onto 69 and 71 


Added features: 

Canyon cabin = 56 

Rock art = 57 

Chemical pile = 73 

Boarding house site = 74 (no resource) 
Tram post = 75 

Steam pipe = 76 

Buried ties = 77 
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Date of survey October 24-26, 2011 O01 GCookhouse 


Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 13-20% oe 
Drainage sheet ” 








Vegetation moderate 
Visibility high, from main road 
Artifacts cans, glass, metal, pipe 
Impacts wee eg r 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing ae 
Flooding signs of flooding from road = ed 
Erosion wall surfaces, west excavations 
Soil buildup interior, front landing 
Pests none observed ae 
Vegetation minor impact Photo 4450 
Deterioration structural; fabric 
Loss of mortar yes 
Spalling yes Materials 
Rust yes (sheet metal framing) Walls tuff, rhyolite, limestone 
Debris deposits historic Mortar adobe, sand/cement 
Vandalism theft of blocks Foundation none 
Missing parts roof, windows, doors, part walls Floor concrete, dirt/sand/gravel 
Vehicular/roadway roads on three sides Other wood lumber lintels; sheet 
Neglect long-term metal 
Inappropriate use camp fire Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 
Description 


Introduction and Physical History 

The cookhouse is the most substantial building at Providence and, despite being largely ruined, best 
evokes the mining camp days and short-lived prominence of the town. It has been photographed 
often in the past seven decades, and these pictures show a physical decline as first roof, then 
windows, then walls disappear. Today the building consists of three partial walls in the front room, a 
largely intact storehouse at the rear, and remnant walls of the kitchen and lean-to. 


In its prime, the cookhouse would have been a social center of the town, and was literally placed 
in the center of Providence with its front door facing exactly magnetic north. It consisted of a 
large dining room facing the main street of town, a kitchen, and two storerooms. A smaller, related 
building lay to the east, known to be the commissary. The cookhouse had a long gable roof with 
vented attic space over the dining room and kitchen, and short eaves; the rear storehouse had a flat 
roof (eventually concrete) and a shed-roofed lean-to was added on the west. Early photos showed 
cables or rods acting as tie-downs for the roof, attaching the walls to every fourth rafter, as desert 
winds could easily rip such a roof away from the walls. 


One of the most interesting aspects of this building is its construction. Skilled masons carefully built 
the dining room from blocks cut from volcanic tuff quarried at a site within view of the building. 
The soft tuff could reportedly be cut into blocks with a saw. The builders constructed well-crafted 
eighteen-inch-thick block walls in courses utilizing a soft adobe mortar and two-inch-thick plank 
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lintels over doors and windows. In the rear, a storehouse was built of a mix of rhyolite blocks— 
which were harder to cut—tuff and limestone; this building is even more finely crafted than the 
dining room. An infill addition, creating a kitchen, was not constructed as skillfully, and materials 
included a mix of tuff, rhyolite and limestone. It appears that these walls were not made by the 
craftsmen who built the original structures. The kitchen featured a stone chimney, which at least in 
later years was extended with a long sheet metal stove pipe. 


The stone-and-mortar interior walls of the dining room were whitewashed while the interior of the 
kitchen received a coat of stucco that was then whitewashed. It is possible that the entire exterior of 
the cookhouse had been whitewashed. 


No historical record has yet been uncovered that provides information on this building before the 
1930s—it does not appear on maps (excepting a dot on a USGS quadrangle dating from 1956); there 
is no extant building record; and photographs taken during the heyday of Providence have yet to be 
discovered. This dearth of data leaves us presuming that the original building was constructed early 
in the boom years—1881 to 1883, perhaps—and only investigations of its physical remnant can 
provide clues into its history. 


Inspection shows that the four-room cookhouse began as a single building, or two separate buildings 
joined later by additional walls to form a central room and a lean-to on the west. The favored 
assumption is that the front (dining room) and rear (storehouse) rooms were built first, at a distance 
of about 12 feet apart. At some point, the kitchen was created by constructing two walls to join the 
original structures and extending the gable dining room roof on the south. Possibly at this time, the 
lean-to was constructed. Evidence of this chronology includes the physically obvious wall additions 
attached to the dining room and storehouse, and a 1947 photograph showing two roof structures 
butted together in the gable roof that stretched from the north facade to the storehouse. 


At an unknown point in time, two doors in the dining room, one on the east and the other on the 
west, were converted to windows by filling in the lower part of the opening. Also at an unknown 





The cookhouse and commissary (at left) in 1940. A. Fickewirth photo. 
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date, a cement floor was poured in the dining room and kitchen, as well as cement-slab porches 

with steps on the north and east sides. Upon close inspection, one can see where the cement has 
been poured up against the tuff walls, rather than having the wall material standing on a slab. This 
discovery leads the author to believe that there is no concrete foundation under the tuff walls. The 
stucco in the kitchen interior appears to be a later addition. Also, a cement roof was poured atop a 
pipe-and-corrugated-metal roof structure on the storehouse; this eventually collapsed. It is likely that 
these improvements were made by the Los Angeles capitalists who resurrected the Bonanza King 
Mine in the early 1900s. Similar cement work was also done at the superintendent’s residence (44). 


The historical record of the cookhouse consists only of photographs and artifacts found on site; 

of the latter, square-cut and wire nails, remnant lintel and door frame, and ceramic debris can 

be located. The earliest photograph, on file at MDHCA at Goffs, date from the late 1930s. One 
photograph taken at that time of the northwest corner of the building shows a corrugated metal roof 
and an old (wavery glass, thin-muntins) six-over-six double-hung window. The next extant photo 
was taken by Alvin Fickewirth in 1940 and shows the facade with the west window missing but the 
east apparently intact. Another photo by Fickewirth shows a large cylindrical tank, presumably for 
fuel, sitting on the kitchen porch. Overall, the building appears to be in fair condition at that time, 
with intact roof and walls, although the columns flanking the front door appear to be cracked and 
weakened. 


By 1947, when Harold and Lucile Weight visited Providence and took many photographs (Lucile 
posing in some), the cookhouse remained standing but with obvious damage to the roof (only the 
rafters remained) and all window sash missing. Weight also posed his wife in the kitchen at the large 
cook stove, the stucco-covered south wall showing clearly. 
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Cookhouse and commissary in May 1947. Harold O. Weight photo, Mojave Desert Heritage & Cultural Association. 
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Two photos taken in 1960 by N. Curtis Armstrong for the San Bernardino Sun-Telegram, showing the facade 
of the cookhouse from outside and inside. SBCM collection. 
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The next available photos of the cookhouse were taken in 1960 by N. Curtis Armstrong, a 
photographer for the San Bernardino Sun-Telegram. By this time, the roof structure and all window 
sash and doors were entirely gone. The walls were already deteriorating and the kitchen was wide 
open on the east. Interior and exterior views of the north facade showed failure at the corners and 
imminent collapse. The cement roof on the storehouse remained intact, as did the tall chimney. 


Photographs taken in 1962, 1965 and 1966 show the building nearly unchanged from 1960. In 1971 
and 1972 the north facade appeared to be close to failure—the wall tops were eroding and cracks in 
both corners seemed to be increasing in size. By 1984, the next series of photographs taken by BLM 
mining historian Larry Vredenburgh show the front wall entirely collapsed and much deterioration 
on the remaining walls. By this date the east wall of the kitchen was entirely gone and the cement 
roof on the storehouse had collapsed. In the 1990s a large portion of the dining room’s east wall 
collapsed, and a flood event had deposited a foot or more of gravel at the front porch. The building 
has changed little since the early 2000s. In the dining room since 2004, some stones have fallen and 
the south door frame and lintel were removed. 








Another photo taken in 1960 by N. Curtis Armstrong for the San Bernardino Sun-Telegram, showing the back 
end (southeastern corner) of the cookhouse. SBCM collection. 
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Photo of the cookhouse above taken in 1965 or 1966 by A.A. Abbott for his book on ghost towns. Below, a 
1972 photograph by Rick Donaldson, courtesy of the photographer. 
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Another photo of the cookhouse taken in 1984 by Larry Vredenburgh, shows the collapsed roof of the store- 
room and full collapse of the east kitchen wall. Courtesy of the photographer. 
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The large window on the south wall of the kitchen, taken circa 1985 by author Frank Lorey. 
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This re sopeered In Mickey erorant s book on ghost towns, circa 1985. Below, a photo fakin by Philip 
Varney and published in 1990 shows the lean-to and kitchen, looking east/northeast. 
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Survey drawing made 26 January 2004 by David Nichols of the cookhouse and commissary (lower right). 
Please note that the room numbers have been changed (see next page). The commissary was separated 
from the cookhouse (Feature 1) and Feature Number 02 was assigned to it. 
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Description 
The Cookhouse, the most substantial structural remains in Providence, is a four-room building 
situated in a central location of Providence, sandwiched between the two main town arteries and 
facing north onto the former main road to the Bonanza King Mine. Its building site was excavated 
out of an average 15% slope. A noted above, in its heyday it was a gable-roofed stone masonry 
building; today, only partial walls and full floors remain. 


The four rooms appear to have been built at different times and show varying construction methods, 
materials and quality. For this reason, the description here will be divided into the following 
sections: Room 1, the front dining room; Room 2, the kitchen; Room 3, the storeroom; and Room 4, 
the lean-to. Each room, 1n turn, will be described according to individual wall (north, east, south and 
west) and will also include floor and, if applicable, roof. 


Room 3 Feature 01 
Storeroom Cookhouse 
NOT TO SCALE 
Room 2 
Porch Kitchen 
Room 4 
Lean-to 


a 


Layout of the cookhouse and 
numbers assigned to rooms for 


this report. 
Room 1 
Dining Hall 
V 
NORTH 
Porch 
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4478 View of cookhouse to south. 





4604 View of cookhouse to east. 
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Room 1: Dining Room 
This rectangular room measures 21 by 30 feet on the exterior and 18 by 27 feet on the interior. There 


is no remaining roof, leading to the deterioration of the walls. The masonry walls are 18 inches 

thick and vary in height (due to areas of collapse) from two to 117 inches. The room has a smooth 
concrete floor, added after the walls were constructed, and 1s about 50% obscured by sand and rocks. 
A number of desert sunflower plants are growing in the dirt on the floor. An unidentified sheet metal 
box has been in the room since at least 1960 and now sits in the southeast corner. A long, bent length 
of water pipe lays along the east wall. 


The cookhouse walls are constructed from sawn blocks of soft cemented volcanic rhyolitic tuff 
quarried nearby. The blocks are of varying sizes, the largest being about 12 inches tall by 24 inches 
wide. The blocks were laid in coursed ashlar style by skilled masons, with largest blocks in the lower 
courses (foundation blocks may have been up to 18 inches in height) and smaller blocks towards the 
tops of the walls. While the walls have the solid appearance of full 18-inch-thick blocks comprising 
the walls, mostly they are doubled, thinner 8-to-9-inch-thick blocks with mortar filling the interior 
void; full-thickness blocks (18 inches) were occasionally used as keystones to give the entire wall 
structural stability. Unfortunately, this method has led to the destruction of much wall fabric and 
provides the major threat to the remaining walls. 
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A conceptual cross-section of wall showing double-block construction. 
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The exposed north end of the east and west walls illustrate the problems with the double-wall const 
Water and wind enters the interior of the wall, weakens its structural stability and leads to failure. 
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The blocks are cemented with an adobe-type mortar that appears to be comprised of a mix of rhyolite- 
based dirt and possibly limestone sand collected at or near the site. The mortar crumbles to the touch 
and does not appear to contain any cement. The interior walls were whitewashed, which protected the 
mortar; where the whitewash has disappeared, the mortar has tended to erode due to wind and rain. 
The remaining whitewash material is largely stained brown from eroding mortar. Graffiti is found on 
most wall surfaces, some of which is carved deeply into the whitewash and soft tuff. 


There may not be any foundation structure other than heavy tuff blocks laid in a shallow excavation. 
This is evidenced by the fact that the concrete floor was poured at a later time than the construction 
of the walls. The visible base courses are deteriorating due to rising dampness, another indication 
that the soft and easily erodible base tuff blocks are laying on bare ground. However, the remaining 
walls appear to be level and solid, with no indications of settling over the past 130 years. 
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Detail showing the concrete floor poured Erosion in tuff base blocks due to rising damp. 
against existing tuff block wall at base. 


The remaining southeast and southwest corners of the room appear to be stable and solid. 


Photographic evidence shows that the opposite corners (northeast and northwest) were key failure 
points leading to the full collapse of the facade. 


The builders of the cookhouse employed full-dimension 2-inch-thick lumber for lintels over both 
doors and windows. Two of these lintels remain in place, both on the west wall, showing side-by- 
side 12- and 6-1inch widths to attain the full 18-inch thickness of the wall opening. Another lintel has 
been removed and 1s being used as an impromptu bench. The extant lintels show some sag but have 
held in place for many years. Only one remnant doorframe part remains in place, on the south door. 


It is a full dimension two-by-four that was, apparently later, sheathed in sheet metal affixed with 
small wire nails. The remainder of that frame is lying in the kitchen. 
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The north wall has entirely collapsed, leaving only inches of remnant tuff blocks to mark the base of 
the wall, and a few tuff blocks on the west edge reaching a height of about 40 inches from the floor. 
This wall originally rose to the gable peak and had one central door opening, two window openings, 
and a square vent in the gable. The location of the doorway opening 1s clearly obvious. Three small 
plants (one brittle spineflower and two sticky snakeweeds) are growing in the remaining wall fabric. 


The west wall is the most intact yet is vulnerable to collapse. It ranges in height from about 75 to 

117 inches. A 37-inch doorway with lumber lintel is located at the south end of the wall and a 36- 
inch window with lumber lintel, formerly a doorway and later filled with rubble and cement mortar 
at the bottom to create a window, is found at the north end. The interior of the wall shows remnant 
whitewash; chiseling marks can be seen on many of the blocks, and some graffiti is present. Some of 
the tuff blocks are exposed and experiencing surface erosion. One tuff block has been chiseled out of 
the wall, leaving a void. 


The exterior of the west wall shows much deterioration of the lower tuff blocks due to moisture and 
wind erosion and a great deal of surface erosion towards the top. The wall leans slightly outward 
and has major failure points at the center top and north end, with a large crack a few feet south of the 
center. The entire top of the wall 1s exposed to weather and 1s infiltrated by water during rain. The 
north end at the side and top is coming apart and rapidly failing. A tuff block in the base course 1s 
missing. Some later repointing with cement has been attempted at one portion of the wall. 


The south wall is shared with the kitchen. The south corners appear sound, but the wall has entirely 


failed above the doorway (west) and window (east) openings. No lintels remain but one side of the 
metal-sheathed door frame remains in place. The bottom of the 36-inch window opening has been 
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4226 West wall, exterior of dining room. 





4656 South wall and interior, dining room. 
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partially removed and has eroded enough to provide an informal doorway to visitors. The tallest 
point of the wall is 109 inches near the center. Rising damp is particularly severe in this section of 
wall, evidenced by deteriorating tuff blocks in the bottom courses. Much of the whitewash remains, 
and where it is gone the tuff blocks tend to erode. Bullet holes, small nails and graffiti scar the 
surface, which is brown with eroding mortar stains. 


The exterior of the south wall became the north interior wall of the kitchen. It was covered in stucco, 
of which about 50% remains and shows sign of whitewash. The tuff blocks are mostly sound except 
for a few that are experiencing surface erosion. Soil buildup lines the entire length of the wall from 
six to 20 inches high. 


The east wall is about half destroyed, with the entire northern part missing. The one 36-inch window 
remains except for lintel, showing infill that transformed a doorway to a window. A low remnant of 
tuff courses remains to mark the northern section of wall. A 77-inch-high “tower” of wall remnant 
frames the north side of the window opening, “melting” at the top and showing signs of rising damp 
in the lower courses. An eight-foot-long section of wall remains largely intact between the window 
and southeast corner with a maximum height of 103 inches from the floor. The upper part of the wall 
is seriously deteriorated and a number of partial tuff blocks are poised to fall. The surface 1s mostly 
whitewashed, with much loss of mortar and many examples of graffiti. 


The exterior of the east wall shows a relatively smooth and intact surface with a few exposed tuff 
blocks showing surface erosion. Rubble from the collapsed east kitchen wall lays against the south 
corner of the wall. 





4184 or 4200 East wall interior, dining room. 
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4102 Porch, north side of dining hall. 
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The porch on the north end of the building is a three-inch-thick poured concrete surface on a 
foundation of cemented rubble. It spans the width of the fagade and measures 21 feet five inches by 
six feet. The porch slab is broken at the edges and shows cracks in at least three locations. Erosion 
from the adjacent roadways has deposited dirt and gravel against the porch, burying much of what 
was once a step up to the building entrance. 


As a whole, the dining room 1s a key feature of the cookhouse and is in poor condition. Major 
concerns include unstable wall remnants, deteriorated wall tops, and the leaning west wall. 


Room 2: Kitchen 

This room was added to the dining room at an unknown date. It shares a wall with the dining room 
to the north, part of its south wall with the storeroom (also thought to have been constructed earlier), 
and its west wall with the lean-to. The fact that the dining room and storeroom walls have fared 
better than the added kitchen walls indicates that the kitchen builders were far less skilled than their 
predecessors. The kitchen once had a wood frame gable roof with attic space, all of which is gone, 
and has a poured concrete floor. A chimney and an additional flue are built into the south wall. The 
kitchen is about five feet wider than the adjacent dining room. It measures 24 feet seven inches by 19 
feet seven inches on the interior. The walls are up to 20 inches thick. 


The walls were once coated with a sand-cement stucco, much of which has delaminated, and 
whitewash. The floor is covered in rubble and dirt, exposing only about 25% of the concrete floor 
surface and precluding investigation of the meeting of wall and floor. A stove pipe, scraps of sheet 
metal, burnt wood, water pipe, broken dishes and glass, and cans litter the floor. 
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3929 Kitchen interior viewed to west. 
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3950 Kitchen interior wall detail, to north. 
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3948 Rubble from former wall at northeast corner of kitcher 
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The north wall is shared with the dining hall and is discussed as the south wall of that structure, 
above. A short portion of the added kitchen wall, constructed of limestone and tuff, originally 
extended the room five feet eastward. This section has entirely collapsed. 


The west wall is shared with the lean-to. It 1s constructed with a mix of limestone, rhyolite and tuff 
blocks with adobe mortar. A 32-inch doorway leads into the lean-to, with timber lintel and extant 
wood frame sheathed in sheet metal. The wall surface 1s partly delaminated and clearly shows the 
variety of materials underneath. At an unknown date, the wall was repaired; it appears that the top 
and south end of the wall had collapsed and been replaced with a coarse concrete aggregate utilizing 
forms, about nine inches thick, atop the thicker original wall. A row of limestone blocks and adobe 
mortar was laid atop this concrete extension to make the wall about nine or more feet tall. 


The west wall is in very poor condition. There is a large hole (shaped like the continent of Africa) 
above and to the north of the doorway, leaving only a narrow bridge of newer aggregate wall section 
with seven limestone blocks lining the top edge. This could collapse at any time. 


The west side of the wall functioned as the east interior wall of the lean-to, but it will be described 
here as it exposes additional information about the wall repairs. It was also stuccoed and 
whitewashed; more than 50% of the stucco remains, the rest having delaminated and exposed tuff 
and other materials to the elements. The south end of the wall is comprised of limestone and the 
coarse concrete aggregate noted above, and it is also nine inches thick. The kitchen was wider than 
the lean-to, and so the south end of the wall was built into a sloping berm. Both the berm and rubble 





4029 Stove box and pipe in south wall 
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2529 Porch and stairs, east side of kitchen. 





4071 Storeroom viewed to northwest. 
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from collapsed wall section hide about two-thirds of that section of wall, and appears to be forcing 
that end of the wall eastward. 


The south wall is partly shared with the storeroom, while the west section is only 28 inches high 
and backed by native earth of the slope behind the building. The resulting opening was once a 
large window. At the left side of the window opening, and butting against the storeroom wall, is a 
flue and chimney structure comprised of a riveted sheet metal box with flue and metal stovepipe 
encased in mortared rock, all constructed atop a large tuff block. The chimney once stood high above 
the roofline, but had collapsed by the 1980s. The storeroom section features a doorway. The cut 
rhyolite and tuff blocks comprising the storeroom wall were coated with stucco, most of which has 
delaminated. A more durable coating material used earlier is found in a few locations on this wall. 
There is a missing block central to the rhyolite wall, and a short section of pipe protrudes from the 
lower part of the wall. It is assumed that a wood frame structure extended this wall about two feet 
higher to meet the height of the adjoining walls. The south wall is in fair condition, largely because 
of the stability of the well-built rhyolite storeroom. 


The east wall is entirely collapsed, leaving only a small amount of rubble. It no doubt featured a 
doorway. Remaining fabric shows limestone blocks as the base course, with tuff cornerstone. A large 
creosote bush grows out of the wall stub near the south end. 


The porch on the east end of the kitchen is a three-inch-thick poured concrete surface on a 
foundation of cemented rubble. It spans the width of the kitchen’s east facade and measures 23 feet 
three inches by six feet four inches. Two concrete steps, 47 inches wide, lead down to the cutoff 
road east of the cookhouse. The porch slab 1s broken at the edges and shows cracks 1n at least four 
locations. Erosion has undercut the east edge of the porch and steps. 


Room 3: Storeroom 

This interesting structure is thought to be a storeroom, although it may have been originally 
constructed for another purpose. A doorway leads into the kitchen that was later attached to the north 
wall of the storeroom, providing easy access for cooks and workers. The room measures 14 feet one 
inch by 16 feet five inches on the exterior, and about 10 by 12 feet on the interior. It was constructed 
of finely cut rhyolite and tuff blocks, and well-selected limestone with adobe mortar. The walls are 
26 inches thick, indicating an original use that required a small but sturdy building. The east wall 
features small openings close to ground level, likely for ventilation or draining. Two wide openings 
at the top of the east and west walls were probably framed windows. 


The building had a flat roof, comprised of four-inch concrete slab laid atop a structure of water pipe 
rafters and corrugated sheet metal. This roof, which was no doubt added later, collapsed around 
1980, leaving about six large pieces inside the room. The room is also filled with rocks and other 
rubble and is not accessible. The structure is heavy and appears solid, but at least three cracks show 
structural failure, partly caused by the weight of the collapsed concrete roof. 


The north wall is shared with the kitchen. It features a doorway and has been described in the 
kitchen section above. There are a few missing stones in the upper corners of the door opening. 


The west wall has a wide 26-inch high opening near the top of the wall, probably a series of 
windows. A four-foot wide gap has opened on the south end of the wall. It is possible that small 
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4066 South wall of storeroom. 





4660 Lean-to viewed to south. 
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Square vents similar to ones found on the opposite east wall are buried in the rubble that backs up 
against the lower part of the wall. 


The south wall is an unbroken wall facing the main road. It ranges from 65 inches high at the west 
end to seven feet at the east. Some stones are missing in the upper western corner and there is some 
deterioration of tuff blocks near the wall top. A large crack 1s seen in the eastern section of wall, 
and the entire corner is bulging slightly outward, probably caused by the heavy concrete roof debris 
inside the structure. 


The east wall is seven feet high and features four openings: two side-by-side small 16 x 17-inch 
openings from 10 to 12 inches from the ground level, and two larger window openings 59 inches 
wide and 25 inches tall. The tops of the window openings were formed by the roof when it was in 
place. There are two noticeable cracks in this wall. One on the south end of the wall corresponds 
with the crack on the south wall and is causing an outward leaning of the southeast corner. The other 
crack is near the north end of the wall but does not appear to be having a structural effect as yet. 


Room 4: Lean-to 

This was most likely a storeroom for the kitchen. It was a dugout shed-roofed room constructed off 
the west wall of the kitchen and the southwest corner of the dining room. The walls are constructed 
largely of tuff blocks and limestone with adobe mortar, and were apparently stuccoed with the same 
material as the kitchen. Two doorways (east and north walls) and one window (north wall) allowed 
access and light to the room. The room measures almost 12 feet square. The floor is largely filled 
with dirt and rocks, with sheet metal parts and an old bedspring. There is sign of small animal 
activity, and an unidentified vine plant is growing in the northwest corner. 


The north wall is constructed with tuff blocks and some rhyolite and limestone, averaging 28 
inches thick. The wall is much eroded and failing at the top. A single long lumber lintel (about 103 
inches long) spans both doorway and window; the lintel is holding the weight of the deteriorating 
east section of wall and splintered at the west end, where all remnants of wall have fallen. There is 
evidence of stucco on the east end of the interior. The wall is in poor condition. 


The west wall is a dugout retaining wall constructed of limestone with smaller portions of tuff 
and rhyolite with adobe mortar, about 24 inches thick. Two upper sections of the wall have failed, 
allowing slides to deposit dirt and rocks into the room. The wall bulges inward, indicating lack of 
structural stability and inability to accept pressure from the backfill. 


The south wall is a dugout retaining wall that has largely tumbled. It was constructed of limestone 
with smaller portions of tuff and rhyolite with adobe mortar, about 24 inches thick. The wall has 
failed and a 4-foot berm of rubble stands behind it. 


The east wall is shared with the kitchen (as the latter’s west wall); please refer to the text above. 


Level area west of dining room 
A leveled area was cut out of the slope directly west of the dining room, providing access to the 


dining room and the lean-to. The area measures about 20 by 30 feet and 1s filling with rubble from 
the building walls and dirt from the cut bank. Creosote bushes and an unidentified vine grow in the 
space, which 1s littered with cans, sheet metal and water pipe. 
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4271 Lean-to, interior to east. 
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Condition 

See details above. As a building the structure 
is in poor condition; as a ruin it 1s in good 
condition. 


Stability 
See details above. Portions of the building show 
potential collapse. 


Hazards 
Falling stones during potential collapse. 





Potential actions 
Preservation recommendations will be found in 
the treatment section of this document. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


Dozens of photographs have been located of 
this building dating from the late 1930s to the 
present. 


Photo Log 

2490-2531, 10/17/11; 2752-2754, 10/20; 3749- 
3758, 10/24; 3929-4362, 4478-4532, 10/26; 
4602-4677, 10/27 (600 photos). 
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2/53 Quarry markings and 


hole in west wall 
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4152 Lintel in southwest corner of dining room. 
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4224 Infilled doorway for window, east wall of dining room. 
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4212 Craftsmanship shown using soft tuff blocks, east wall of the dining room. 





4220 Masonry detail, east wall of dining room, showing even courses skillfully supple- 
mented by tuff fragments. 
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4276 Added wall section separating kitchen and lean-to. 
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Date of survey October 26, 2011 


O02 Commissary 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 13-20% 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility high, from main road 
Artifacts cans, glass, metal, nails 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low 
Erosion wall materials 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation 2 creosote bushes on walls 
Deterioration major structural 
Loss of mortar yes 
Spalling none observed 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic; cattle manure Walls tuff, rhyolite, limestone 
Vandalism possible theft of blocks iartar adobe, sand/cement 
Missing parts roof, windows, doors, part walls stanton possibly rhyolite blocks 
Vehicular/roadway — roads on three sides Floor soncrete 
Neglect long-term Other cement window sill 
Inappropriate use — no impact noted Approximately 10% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This partially dugout building, located immediately east of the cookhouse dining room (Fe 01). Oral 
tradition has termed it a commissary, or storehouse for the adjacent cookhouse. A 1940 photograph 
of the south facade shows that the building had originally been smaller and was approximately 
doubled in size. The photo shows a gable roof sheathed with planks and the remains of corrugated 
sheet metal (A later photograph proved that the gable ends were wood frame rather than masonry, 
and another window faced east.) A double-hung window and a doorway faced south. The walls of 
the eastern part of the structure were poorly constructed and were failing by the time the picture was 
taken. A 1947 photograph shows the north facade with one doorway and two windows, a sagging 
roofline, and confirms the doubled building. By 1960 the commissary was beginning to ruin, with 
entire roof fallen in and rapidly deteriorating walls. One of two photographs taken that year shows 
window framing intact on the east and north sides, and the south wall almost completely collapsed; 
the destroyed roof framing and window frames was taken away after these photographs were taken. 
One of these photos reveals that this masonry building, an annex to the cookhouse, was built with 
less concern for even courses and fine craftsmanship like its neighbor. Also, the photo reveals 
erosion of the tuff blocks in the bottom courses, similar to the present problems at the cookhouse. A 
1962 photo shows roof structure gone but the visible north and east walls intact. A circa 1963 photo 
shows the walls deteriorating rapidly with crumbling wall tops and building corners. By 1966 only 
portions of the east and north walls stood. Ten years later only a portion of the east wall remained 
standing, window frame intact. When Larry Vredenburgh photographed the building in 1984, it was 
in total ruin as today, but with less invasive vegetation. 
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The commissary was a rectangular structure constructed of ashlar-laid sawn tuff blocks cut from a 
nearby quarry and a small quantity of native rhyolite and limestone. As of 2011, all four walls have 
fallen, leaving short and eroding stub walls. The most substantial wall section remaining is on the 
west end of the south wall, including a cement window sill and 55-inch-tall section of wall. The 
section shows semi-skillfully constructed walls of 18-inch thickness laid with sand/cement mortar; 
adobe mortar is evident in other parts of the structure, leading to speculation that later cement work 
was done. 


The room measures 22 by about 12 feet on the interior. The apparent entrance door was west 

of center in the north-facing wall. This north wall is “melting,” with tuff being a highly erosive 
material, and leaving a mound. The east wall has an 18-inch tall section standing and is very 
deteriorated. The south wall is mostly gone except for the aforementioned section 55 inches tall with 
partial window opening. Only a few courses of the west wall, which is the dugout section, remain. 

A number of creosote bushes are growing in the remains of walls, including a very large bush in the 
west dugout wall ruin. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in good condition. a 7 
Historical documentation specific to this structure 


Stability 1940, 1947, 1960, 1962, c. 1963, 1966, 1972, 
Potential collapse of standing wall sections. 1984. 
Hazards Photo Log 


None of note. 4542-4565, 10/27/11. 





The commissary as it appeared in 1940, view to north. Note the evidence left of center showing an addition to 
a smaller structure, and the poor craftsmanship in the wall on the right. Photograph by Alvin Fickewirth. 
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Detail of a 1947 photograph showing the commissary. Note the amount of roof failure in seven years’ time. 
Mojave Desert Heritage & Cultural Association. 
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The commissary as 
it looked in 1960, 
with the cookhouse 
behind. The roof 
has collapsed, and 
the walls are rapidly 
deteriorating. 
Courtesy of the San 
Bernardino County 
Museum. 
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The commissary walls are intact in this 1962 photo by Arda Haenszel. San Bernardino Feldheym Library, Arda 
Haenszel California Room. 


By 1964 the walls were crumbling (center foreground; in rear is Cookhouse). Bureau of Land Management. 
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Larry Vredenburgh’s 1984 photo shows complete collapse. Courtesy of the photographer. 
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Survey drawing made 26 January 2004 by David Nichols of the cookhouse and commissary (lower right). The 
commissary was separated from the cookhouse (Feature 1) and Feature Number 02 was assigned. 
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4545 The ruin in relation to the cookhouse, which is the taller wall in upper right and beyond. 
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4547 Large creosote bush growing in the west wall/dugout. 
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4564 Southeast corner remnant showing rhyolite foundation. 
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Date of survey October 21, 2011 O04 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 20% 





Drainage sheet; abuts minor washes 
Vegetation heavy 
Visibility high: main road 
Artifacts cans, metal, screen 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding moderate to high potential 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none visible 
Vegetation one catclaw impact Fe Fi at ES, ETS 
Deterioration structural —_ ae a Photo 3995 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls cscane 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar — 
Missing parts roof, partial walls ea andaton none 
Vehicular/roadway — close proximity Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 60% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping and general living. It is located 

in the southeastern section of Providence, between Features 24 and 5. There is no historical 
documentation for this particular structure. Aligned cardinally, it is a complex 6-room dwelling 
partially dug into the slope. It features three large rooms, one small room and two small side 
enclosures. There is an entry on the north wall, and a possible entry on the south. The walls are 
skillfully dry-laid with limestone rubble. Most lower wall portions are intact giving a good sense of 
the original construction, but much wall structure has tumbled. Directly east of the building is a high 
mound, likely the spoils of the excavation. A can dump 1s located in a drainage south of the building, 
raising the possibility that this was an alternate food serving facility. 


The walls are 16 to 30 inches thick. Room A (front, north), the largest, measures 12 by 16 feet on the 
interior; Room B is 12 by 13 feet; Room C is 8 by 9 feet. Two smaller rooms may have been use for 
storage: the smallest measures 3 by 6 feet, the other 56 inches wide and about 10 feet long with an 
open end. A large area on the northeast corner may have been an open area sheltered from the wind. 
Overall the structure measures approximately 26 by 32 feet. A small amount of vegetation is growing 
inside the structure, the largest being a catclaw in the east side. 


Condition Stability 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; = Appears to have reached point of repose. 
as a ruin it is in good condition. 
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Survey drawing made 24 January 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Hazards Historical documentation specific to this structure 

Minor potential of falling rocks. None known. 

Potential actions Photo Log 

Preservation through protection. 3021-3058, 10/22/11; 3294-3295, 10/23; 4592, 
10/27. 
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3047 Corner of west and south walls of north room. 
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3052 Rear (south) wall and room. 
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Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


Date of survey October 21, 2011 


Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 20% 
Drainage sheet; abuts minor wash 
Vegetation heavy 
Visibility moderate: main road 
Artifacts cans, metal 

Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding moderate to high potential 
Erosion moderate at north end 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation one creosote impact 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a 
Debris deposits historic 
Vandalism extent not determined 
Missing parts roof, partial walls 
Vehicular/roadway = proximity to main road 
Neglect long-term 


Inappropriate use no impact noted 


Description 


O5 Habitation 
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92 
Materials 
Walls limestone, some rhyolite 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 40-50% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It 1s located in the southeastern 
section of Providence, between Features 4 and 6. There is no historical documentation for this 
particular structure. It is a long building measuring about 14 by 36 feet, aligned cardinally, with 
rubble dry-laid walls built of limestone with a handful of rhyolite stones. Its three rooms are in line, 
with an obvious entrance on the north end facing the main road. The central room may have had 
one open side (east). The walls are largely tumbled, however the south wall remains about 50 inches 
high and shows the best example of the original construction. The north portion of the east wall also 
is prominent. The north end abuts a small drainage that 1s likely active in storms and could cause 


erosion of this end of the building. 


The north room measures 6 by 14 inches on the interior; the center room approximately 8 by 8 feet; 
the south room 5 feet 8 inches by 10 feet. Walls vary in thickness from 20 to 30 inches wide and 14 
to 50 inches high. A creosote bush is growing in the front room but its impact is minor. 


Condition 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in good condition. 


Stability 
Appears to have reached point of repose. 


Hazards 
Minor potential of falling rocks, otherwise none 
of note. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 
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Survey drawing made 26 February 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Historical documentation specific to this Photo Log 
structure 3059-3076, 10/22/11; 3292-3293, 10/23; 4533, 
None known. 10/26. 
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3066 Rear (south) room. 
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Date of survey October 21, 2011 O06 Wall or 


Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 7% H a b itat O a Te (Ta Ce 





Drainage sheet; abuts minor wash 
Vegetation moderate to heavy 
Visibility moderate: main road 
Artifacts cans, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding high potential 
Erosion moderate at west end 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation creosote & catclaw 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic; cattle manure Walls limestone, some rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts not known indaion AoiE 
Vehicular/roadway — proximity to older roadway Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use —- no impact noted Approximately ??% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This structure is located in the southeastern section of Providence, near an abandoned roadway 

and Feature 5. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure, although the 2004 
archeological survey noted that the structure here was “supposed to have been” a rooming house. 

The long and wide dry-laid masonry wall, with doglegs at its opposite ends, is set on a north-south 
orientation in a drainage and adjacent to an excavated level area, which may have been the location 

for a building. Part of the structure 1s comprised of a double wall with rubble fill in center. With little 
tumble evident, it may have originally been a low wall or terrace adjoining a wood frame building; or, 
the majority of stones have been hauled away. It is approximately 50 feel long and 46 inches thick, with 
height varying between grade and 36 inches. The adjacent excavated area measures about 30 feet round. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building or wall the structure is 1n poor Preservation through protection. 


condition; as a ruin it is in good condition. a 7 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 
Appears to have reached point of repose. None known. 
Hazards Photo Log 


Minor potential of falling rocks, otherwise none 3977-3087, 10/22/11; 3290-3291, 10/23. 
of note. 
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Survey drawing made 28 February 2004 by David Nichols. 
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3082 Detail of wall, view looking southwest. 
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3085 Cross view of wall showing double wall construction. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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October 21, 2011 


10-17% 

sheet; minor washing 
moderate 

low 

cans, wire 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
moderate potential 

low 

interior 

small animals 
creosotes at NE corner 
major structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic 

extent not determined 
roof and most walls 
next to abandoned road 
long-term 

no impact noted 


O/ Habitation or Shelter 











z wie 
Photo 3289 
Materials 
Walls limestone 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 5% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping or as an animal shelter. It 1s 
located in the southeastern section of Providence, near an abandoned roadway. There is no historical 
documentation for this particular structure. It 1s a leveled area with the rubble of two walls at a 
corner; no evidence of a once more complete structure can be found. The extant west and south walls 
may have acted as a wind shelter, or the north and east wall materials have been hauled away. The 
existing walls have well defined bases indicating a thickness of about 24 inches, and are one to 2.5 
feet in height. The structure was located in a shallow bowl, which drains to the east. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. 


Stability 


Appears to have reached point of repose. 


Hazards 
None of note. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3088-3094, 10/22/11; 3288-3289, 10/23. 
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Survey drawing made 28 February 2004 by David Nichols. 
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3093 View looking northwest. 





3090 View looking south. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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43% 

sheet; close to wash 
moderate 

low 

cans, metal, wood 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
moderate potential 
severe 

interior (slide) 

no 

not significant 

major structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic 

extent not determined 
not known 

no 

long-term 

no impact noted 


O8 Habitation 
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Photo 3286 


Materials 
Walls rhyolite, limestone 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 5% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the northeastern 
section of Providence, next to Feature 9; it is the easternmost structure known in Providence. There 
is no historical documentation for this particular structure. The remains of this dugout dwelling in 
a side hill open to a wash. It is not known whether the cut walls had been reinforced; no evidence 
remains. The cut bank, in unstable and steep soil, has been failing and filling the excavation. A 
small portion of rubble stone wall remains marking the south wall and a portion of the west wall. A 
possible small enclosure is found in the drainage immediately southwest of the excavation. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in very poor 
condition; as a ruin it 1s in poor condition. 


Stability 


Cut bank will likely continue to erode; 
stonework appears to have reached point of 


repose. 


Hazards 
None of note. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
2929-2938, 10/20/11; 3286-3287, 10/23. 
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2929 View of site looking east. 
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2931 View of site looking north. 
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2934 Eroding outcrop and cut bank, north edge. 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 09 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 


























Approx. avg. slope 15-27% ae 
Drainage sheet; near wash —— 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility high, from main road 
Artifacts cans, metal, pipe 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding moderate potential from wash 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed f 
Vegetation no impact eee oh pa 
Deterioration structural Photo 3284 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof and most walls oundation none 
Vehicular/roadway = no Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 60% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the northeastern 
section of Providence, next to Feature 8. There is no historical documentation for this particular 
structure. The partial dugout room 1s located on a steep bank adjacent to a small wash and partially 
utilizes natural outcrop for enclosure. The rectangular room’s dry-laid stone walls were constructed 
with moderate skill and are largely intact. The rear (north) wall features a set back fireplace and 
partial chimney. An entrance opening is obvious. The room measures approximately 10 by 12 feet 
with walls 18 inches thick and ranging from 26 to 70 inches high. 


Condition 

The west wall leans inward; the rear wall also leans inward and could collapse. The front (south wall 
has mostly collapsed. It appears that some stone repairs have been done more recently. As a building 
the structure is 1n poor condition; as a ruin it is in good condition. 


Stability Potential actions 

The west and north walls show signs of potential Stabilize west and north walls. Preservation 
collapse. through protection. 

Hazards Historical documentation specific to this 
Falling stones during potential collapse. structure 


None known. 
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Photo Log See previous entry for survey drawing. 
2911-2928, 10/20/11; 3283-3285, 10/23. 





2927 West wall; note masonry on right set on outcrop. 








2 a F ' { eek Lae " 


2919 Room with fireplace on rear wall, entrance in foreground. 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 10 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 8-47% 





Drainage sheet; 8 feet from wash 
Vegetation low 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans 
Impacts = ae 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing Mie 2 Sedge 
Flooding moderate potential from wash 
Erosion low 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed ) 
Vegetation no impact oe 
Deterioration minor structural i oie 
Loss of mortar n/a Photo 3280 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls limestone, rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined Wiener none 
Missing parts roof, part of front wall Somdaion "One 
Vehicular/roadway = no Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Giver 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 70% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure might have been a habitation used for sleeping, although its fortress- 

like construction may indicate storage for dangerous or valuable materials. It is located in the 
northeastern section of Providence. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. 
The room was dug out deeply into a bank at the edge of a drainage and below the main road into 
Providence. Because of the skilled masonry construction and dugout design, it is largely intact 
except for roof and wall tops. The three dugout walls are lined with limestone blocks carefully 
chosen to make a relatively smooth wall with no mortar, although dirt mortar may have been used 
and has since washed away. The walls are reasonably plumb and appear to be solid. Two or three 
stones have been pushed or pulled out of the rear (south) wall leaving open holes. The free-standing 
front (north) wall, comprising some very large stones and including a doorway, has largely collapsed. 


The interior of the room measures 10 feet square. The front, freestanding walls are 30 inches thick, 
with a centered 40-inch doorway opening, and range from one to 5 feet high. The dugout retaining 
walls range from four to more than five feet in height and are 15-20 inches thick. The east wall is 
backfilled to create a berm about five feet thick. At the northwest corner of the building at the wash 
is an almost-circular area of rocks, purpose unknown, possibly a barrier to wash action. 


Condition Stability 

As a building the structure is in poor condition; as © Appears stable despite missing stones in rear 
a ruin it is in fair condition. There are slight bulges __ wall. 

in the corner area of the south and west walls. 
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Survey drawing made 8 March 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Hazards 
Potential falling rocks. 


Potential actions 

Place large boulder barrier at upper northwest 
corner to prevent travel at edge of structure. 
Preservation through protection. 
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2888 View into dugout structure, view 
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Front (north) wall showing partial collapse. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
2839, 2887-2904, 10/20/11; 3279-3282, 10/23; 
4534-4535, 10/26. 
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2891 Side (east) and back walls showing backfill 
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2898 Trail/collapse adjacent to northwest corner. 
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2902 West wall. 
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2903 Intact northwest corner and doorway edge, view looking north/northwest. 
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2905 Historical debris in wash below Feature 10, view looking east. 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 11 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 23-40% 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation low 
Visibility low 
Artifacts few; square nail found 2004 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low impact 
Erosion low 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed % 
Vegetation catclaw on west extension «= 
Deterioration structural Photo 3277 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a Materials 
Rust n/a Walls rhyolite and native 
Debris deposits historic outcrop 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof, full walls Souadaron none 
Vehicular/roadway no Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 50% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located at the foot of a 

steep cliff in the northeastern section of Providence, next to Feature 12. There is no historical 
documentation for this particular structure. It is a rectangular room with two leveled areas to the 
west. It is well constructed of rhyolite blocks incorporating a natural cliff feature in the north wall. 
A protruding column on the west wall, with smoke stains, appears to be a fireplace. The walls, about 
24 inches thick, have largely tumbled. The room measures roughly 12 by 13 feet, with remaining 
walls from two to five feet high. To the west 1s a dug out, leveled area with extension of a rock wall, 
indicating a second room. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 
as a ruin it 1s in fair condition. Portions of the 
west and south walls lean outward but appear Historical documentation specific to this 
stasis. structure 
None known. 
Stability Phetetod 
epee mORer Nery Sele 2839-2840, 2865-2886, 10/20/11; 3277-3278, 
Hazards 10/23. 


Potential falling rocks, especially at “chimney”; 
a large boulder is poised about 12 feet above the 
structure. 
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Survey drawing made 8 March 2004 by David Nichols. 
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2869 East and south walls (Fe 10 in distance across wash). 
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2875 Detail of masonry construction and upper part of hearth. 
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2880 View into structure towards west/south 





2883 Rear bank of structure showing erosion. 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 13-27% 


Drainage sheet 

Vegetation moderate 

Visibility high: from main road, 

cookhouse 

Artifacts metal, glass, ceramics 
Impacts 

Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 

Flooding low impact 

Erosion low 

Soil buildup interior 

Pests none observed 

Vegetation creosote at north corner 

Deterioration structural 

Loss of mortar n/a 

Spalling n/a 

Rust n/a 

Debris deposits historic 

Vandalism extent not determined 

Missing parts roof, full walls 

Vehicular/roadway no 

Neglect long-term 


Inappropriate use no impact noted 


Description 


12 Habitation 





Materials 
Walls rhyolite 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 35% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the northeastern 
section of Providence, adjacent to Feature 11. There is no historical documentation for this particular 
structure. This is a rectangular room with a small enclosure attached to its north side 1s located at the 
foot of a steep hillside. It is well-constructed of rhyolite blocks in a partial dugout. The rear (north) 
wall has an almost-smooth facing, with one-third to one-half of the top tumbled. The east wall has 
mostly collapsed but shows evidence of a chimney. The south wall, with 32-inch doorway opening, 
has mostly collapsed. There is only a remnant of the west wall. The room measures 10 by 15 feet, 
with walls 22 inches thick and one to six feet high. A small dugout room at the rear, on the west end 
of the north side, measures four by six feet with walls about 2’ feet high. 


Condition 

As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. The rear (north) 
wall leans outward. 


Stability 
Appears moderately stable. 


Hazards 
Potential falling rocks, especially at “chimney”; 


a large boulder is poised about 12 feet above the 
structure. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this structure 
None known. 


Photo Log 
2841-2864, 10/20/11; 3275-3276, 10/23. 
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2845 North wall, constructed against dugout bank. 
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2846 Chamber at rear of structure. 
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2851 Remnant west wall and tumbled rocks. 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 13 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 33-47% 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility high: from road, cookhouse 
Artifacts scattered cans, ceramic, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low impact 
Erosion low } 
Soil buildup interior aS 
Pests none observed MS 
Vegetation catclaw at NE corner ae 
Deterioration structural Photo 3366 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite and native outcrop 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof, full walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway no Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 35% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the northeastern 
section of Providence, directly east of Feature 14 and near the tuff quarry. There 1s no historical 
documentation for this particular structure. The structure appears to have been a two-room cabin. It 
was constructed on a steep rhyolite cliff utilizing a sheer outcrop as the rear (north) wall. The almost- 
square interior measures about 10 by 10 feet at its largest dimension. The east rubble wall has partly 
fallen and yet 1s the most intact, ranging from 50 to 66 inches tall. The west wall is mostly fallen but 
stands almost three feet tall where it meets the outcrop. The front (south) wall, also largely fallen, 

is about 30 inches wide and ranges from 12 to 32 inches tall; there is indication of a doorway about 
three feet wide. A possible second room 1s attached to the west side and consists of a leveled area 
with scant rocks forming what may have been a wall. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. ae _ 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Appears stable. None known. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential falling rocks. 2824-2838, 10/20/11; 3265-3266, 10/23. 
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Survey drawing made 16 March 2004 by David Nichols (offset scan of lost original). 
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2831 East wall. 
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2838 View into structure from above, looking southeast. 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 14 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 33-47% 





Drainage sheet Fe i Ie Bie 
Vegetation low : Poe f 
Visibility high: from road, cookhouse 
Artifacts cans, metal, square nail 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low impact 
Erosion moderate cee ee. | 
Soil buildup interior | ee 
Pests none observed ie 
Vegetation no impacts 4 
Deterioration structural 0 MEET Ss 28 
Loss of mortar n/a Photo 3364 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof, full walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway no Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 20% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the northeastern 
section of Providence, directly west of Feature 13. There is no historical documentation for this 
particular structure. The half-dugout is mostly collapsed. Erosion from the bank behind is filling 

the once-leveled floor with rocks and dirt. The room measures about 9 feet by 90 inches, with an 
indication of a door entry facing south. The remaining walls range from one to four feet in height. A 
can dump sits at the front doorway area. Survey in 2004 found square nail in structure. 


Condition Historical documentation specific to this 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; structure 

as a ruin it is in fair condition. None known. 

Stability Photo Log 

Appears stable. 2815-2823, 10/20/11; 3263-3264, 10/23. 
Hazards 


Potential falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 
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281 9 Views west. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 171 
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October 20, 2011 


20% 

sheet; quarry road drainage 
moderate 

moderate, from main road 
cans, metal 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low 

minor 

interior; road fill 

none observed 

creosote and Mojave yucca 
structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic 

extent not determined 
roof and partial walls 
abandoned road directly above 
long-term 

no impact noted 
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Photo 3368 


Materials 
Walls rhyolite 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor obscured by rocks 
Other 


Approximately 30% of fabric remains. 


NOTE: this structure was previously assigned the feature number 71. This small structure was most 
likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the northeast section of Providence, across the 
wash from the cookhouse at the toe of a fill section of the tuff quarry road. There is no historical 
documentation for this particular structure. This 1s a curious two-level structure. The upper/back 
(north) walls are back filled with road fill. The outline of the building is visible but most walls have 
tumbled. The walls appear to have been laid with low level of skill. The lower level 1s mostly a 
tumble of rocks that probably comprised high walls. A path leads to an upper level with backfilled 
walls creating a level area. The structure measured approximately 20 by 20 feet, with remaining 
walls ranging from one to three feet high. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it 1s in fair condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 
Potential falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. Check drainage 
from road above. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
2758, 2799-2814, 2963, 10/20/11; 3367, 10/23. 
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2803 Upper portion of structure, view to southeast. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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13-37% 

sheet 

moderate 

high: from road, cookhouse 
leftover blocks 


wind, rain 

n/a 

moderate 
interior 

n/a 

minimal impacts 


n/a 


quarry castoffs 

extent not determined 
n/a 

old road terminates here 


n/a 
no impact noted 


16 Tuff Quarry 





Photo 2745 


Materials 
Walls n/a 
Mortar n/a 
Foundation n/a 
Floor n/a 
Other 


The builders of a handful of the structures at Providence, and foundations at the mine and mill, 
used volcanic rhyolitic tuff quarried from this site, giving the settlement its distinctive quality that 
is virtually always mentioned in articles and evaluations. The most prominent structures, including 
the cookhouse and mill foundations, were constructed almost entirely from tuff. This almost-white 
excavated outcrop is visible from many locations in Providence. The quarry was probably in use 
from circa 1881 to 1885, possibly to 1906. 


A narrow roadway leads eastward from upper Providence a short distance to the quarry, which is a 
large excavation in a steep hillside with a resulting level area that may have been used for cutting 
the blocks. The quarry excavation measures roughly 35 feet wide and 1s of a similar depth; the 
larger, rear cut 1s about 30 feet high. The cut includes both a sheer face and a sloping face of softer 
materials. Cut marks are visible on the quarry face; eroded blocks and piles of eroding tuff “sand” 
are found at the edges of the quarry floor. The sloping floor is now littered with gravel and rocks. 


Condition 


The tuff quarry 1s in fair condition. 


Stability 


Cliff cut appears stable. 


Hazards 


Potential falling rocks on east face. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


The quarry appears in the background of a few 
historic photographs. 
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Survey seaunats made 22 March 2004 ap David Nichols. 
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Photo Log 
2839-2851, 10/20/11. 
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2741 Cut arks in quarry wall. 
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2751 Quarry floor. 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 18 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 40% 





Drainage sheet; catchment in rear 
Vegetation low 
Visibility high: from road, cookhouse 
Artifacts many found 2004 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation minimal impact he 
Deterioration structural ee le AS Od 
Loss of mortar n/a PuOLe 7302 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite and native outcrop 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof, full walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway abuts old quarry road Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 50% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the northeastern 
section of Providence, directly adjacent to the tuff quarry road and one of a cluster of four 
habitations. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. The small dugout 
enclosure was constructed with comparatively low skill. The tops of walls have collapsed; the once- 
level floor now slopes with dirt and rocks. The doorway entry, now blocked by a boulder, 1s evident 
with large corner blocks defining the opening. The irregular-rectangle structure measures roughly 80 
by 87-128 inches with remnant walls 20 inches thick and one to five feet tall. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. a _ 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 
Portions are unstable. A large boulder about None known. 
40 f he hill Id roll h 

0 feet up the hill above could roll onto the Phololea 
structure. 


2788-2798, 10/20/11; 3361-3362, 10/23. 


Hazards 
Potential falling rocks. 
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Survey drawing made 2 June 2004 by Tony Torres. 
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2/92 Viewed from above, view to southwest, showing proximity to quarry road and 
wash in distance. 
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2796 Rear (north) wall. 
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2/798 South wall facing roadway, with entrance visible. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


October 20, 2011 


183 


19 Habitation 





Approx. avg. slope 40-70% 
Drainage sheet 
Vegetation sparse 
Visibility moderate: from road, cookhouse 
Artifacts not evident 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low impact 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup interior; east slope 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation minimal impact 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite and native outcrop 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof, full walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway no Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 


Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 50% of fabric remains. 


Description 

This small irregularly-shaped enclosure, perched above the tuff quarry road and the uppermost in a 
cluster of four habitations, was constructed with low-level skill but imaginative design. The builder 
utilized an overhanging rhyolite outcrop on a steep location above Fe 21 to create a small sleeping 
room. The curving west wall was formed by filling gaps in the natural formation, and the east 

wall with laid stones and minimal excavation. The front (south) wall is mostly gone, although an 
entryway is discernable. An 8-foot sheer outcrop of rhyolite forms the rear wall. The remaining walls 
range from one to four feet high. The interior measures 50 to 80 inches wide and 80 to 100 inches 
deep. A once-level area adjacent on the east side, with a retaining wall about three feet high, is filling 
with materials from the slope above. A trail is evident from the lower structures. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Condition 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. ae i 
Historical documentation specific to this 


structure 
None known. 


Stability 
Portion unstable: southeast boulder could move 


and roll towards Fe 18 below. Photo Log 


Hazards 2771-2777, 10/20/11; 3356-3357, 10/23. 


Potential falling rocks. 
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Survey drawing made 2 June 2004 by David Nichols. 
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2/75 West wall and outcrop. 
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2/77 View to north of room and large boulder in interior. 
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Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


Date of survey October 20, 2011 


Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 47% 
Drainage sheet 
Vegetation sparse 
Visibility high: from road, cookhouse 
Artifacts cans, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low impact 
Erosion minimal 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation creosote at NW corner 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a 
Debris deposits historic 
Vandalism extent not determined 
Missing parts roof, full walls 
Vehicular/roadway no 
Neglect long-term 


Inappropriate use no impact noted 


Description 


20 Habitation 





Photo 3355 


Materials 
Walls rhyolite 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 50% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located on a steep slope 

in the northeastern section of Providence, above the tuff quarry road and one of a cluster of four 
habitations. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. A square floor plan 
provided a small sleeping room. The half-dugout structure was constructed with some skill, with 
random courses but fair face quality. The back (north), dugout wall is largely intact, ranging from 64 
to 74 inches high. The west and south (front) walls are mostly collapsed, while the east wall 1s about 
one-half gone but structurally intact, showing the workmanship with its 20-inch thick construction. 
Large boulders anchor the southwest and southeast corners. An approximately 30-inch-wide 
entryway is visible on the south wall. The interior measures 10 by 10 feet, with walls ranging from 


one to six feet high. 


Condition 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 
Potential falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
2760-2770, 10/20/11; 3354-3355, 10/23. 
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Survey drawing made 2 June 2004 by David Nichols. 
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2/64 View looking east/northeast. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


190 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 









fs Fe, - ee : . 9 Pp pe) h ‘ 7 Bg ‘ 7 2 . < 5 * td < : Si J . : 
4 - o - * ‘ v~< - 4 § 
q A Vea 1) Ne ee - td alt Ne ea — a 


2768 Front of structure showing large boulder under southeast corner, and substantial 
rear wall. 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 21 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 37-50% 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation sparse 
Visibility moderate: from road, cookhouse 
Artifacts few: metal, square nails 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low impact 
Erosion minimal 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation minimal a 
Deterioration structural Be ES 
Loss of mortar n/a PON Ye 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof, full walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway no Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 10% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the northeastern 
section of Providence, immediately west of Feature 18 and faces the abandoned tuff quarry road, 
being part of a cluster of four habitations. There 1s no historical documentation for this particular 
structure. More of an excavation than structure, only one wall remnant provides clues to the original 
configuration of this small habitation. The structure is a half-dugout approximately 16 by 21 feet. 
One rhyolite rock wall (east) remains, of substantial construction with little masonry skill; the wall 
ranges between 21 and 32 inches wide and 2.5 and 4.5 feet tall. The rear of the room is a cut bank, 
possibly once faced with rock, and nothing of the west and south walls remain although some 
remnant stones may indicate wall locations. A substantial amount of gravel and rocks have partially 
filled the interior floor. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. ae _ 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Stable. None known. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential falling rocks. 2778-2787, 10/20/11; 3358-3359, 10/23. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


192 Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 





2/85 View looking southwest. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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October 20, 2011 


10% 

sheet; next to wash 
moderate 

low 

cans, metal 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
potential from wash 
moderate 

interior 

none observed 


creosote and catclaw 
n/a 


historic 

extent not determined 
undetermined 

no 

long-term 

no impact noted 


22 Habitation Site? 





Materials 
Walls none 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other limestone rocks 


Approximately 5% of fabric remains. 


This site is located in the northeastern section of Providence, north of the wash. There is no historical 
documentation for this particular feature. It is an excavated, leveled area that may have once been 
occupied by a small wood frame building. A barely discernable line of rocks can be seen on the south 
side and very vaguely on the east side; boulders are piled up on the upper northwest corner. Historic 
debris is scattered on the level area, including corrugated sheet metal, cans, metal pieces, square mails 
found in 2004. A concentration of debris can be found at a rock pile directly north of the level area. 


Condition 


n/a 


Stability 
n/a 


Hazards 
None. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
2939-2947, 10/20/11; 3273-3274, 10/23. 
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Survey drawing made 4 June 2004 by Tony Torres. 
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2944 Area viewed to the east/southeast, showing proximity to wash (upper center right). 
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Date of survey October 20, 2011 23 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 10-20% 





Drainage next to wash; road drainage 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding potential from wash 
Erosion south and north wall failure 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation catclaws and Mojave Yucca : 
Deterioration structural Lanett 
Loss of mortar n/a PaOha ene 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls limestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway _—_ nearby (above) Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 60% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping, or possibly a storehouse. It 1s 
located in the northeastern section of Providence, below the older main road into Providence and a 
short distance from the cookhouse. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. 
It is a deeply excavated dugout dwelling that faces the wash; the builders constructed stone “wing” 
retaining walls apparently to protect the room from flood-caused erosion. The masonry work shows 
some skill, although the room’s retaining walls are failing and a front (north) wall is nonexistent. 
The room measures 11’ by 14 feet with retaining walls ranging from 2.5 to 3 feet high. Exacerbated 
by bush growth, the walls are failing on both south corners and in central locations on the east and 
west walls, allowing dirt, rocks, and a very large boulder to partially fill the once-level floor. The east 
wing wall is failing, with much gravel deposit having passed through the gap. There are dozens of 
old cans scattered out the front of the building. 


Condition Hazards 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Potential falling rocks. 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. Bushes are mainly 


causing the wall failures. Potential actions 


Preservation through protection. Check drainage 
Stability from road above. 
Generally stable despite erosion through failing 


walls Historical documentation specific to this structure 


None known. 
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Survey drawing made 4 June 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Photo Log 
2759, 2948-2962, 10/20/11; 3271-3272, 10/23; 4536, 10/26. 
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4537 View to southwest, with cookhouse visible in mid-distance. 
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2949 View to south showing rubble and cans at entrance. 
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95 View down into structure looking northwest. 
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2954 Front right retaining wall/berm and debris, viewed to southeast. 
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2958 Rear (south) wall failure and vegetation impacts. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


October 21, 2011 


10% 

in path of wash 
moderate 

high: next to main road 
cans, metal 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
potential from wash 
low impact 

minor 

none observed 
creosote bush, minor 
structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic 

extent not determined 
not known 

main road nearby 
long-term 

no impact noted 


24 Wall 





Photo 3296 


Materials 
Walls limestone 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor n/a 
Other wood 


Approximately 70% of fabric remains. 


This linear wall feature may have been constructed to deflect water flows away from roads and 
other structures. It is located in the southern section of Providence, at the east end of a row of three 
habitations. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. It 1s unclear whether 
the wall was originally constructed with two vertical faces or, as it stands now, one vertical face 
with a sloping rubble/tumble back. If the former, the wall would have been about four feet thick, 
which would imply an intentionally heavy deflective wall structure. A 4x4 wood post, apparently 
burnt off, is imbedded in the east end. No other such posts were located. The wall is approximately 
45 feet long, four feet wide, and from 1.6 to 3.6 feet high. There is a break near the west end, and a 
concentration of charcoal near the east end. 


Condition 


As aruin the structure is in fair condition. 


Stability 


Generally stable despite past structural failure. 


Hazards 


Potential falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3096-3113, 10/22/11; 3296, 10/23. 
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Survey drawing made 4 June 2004 by Tony Torres. 
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3110 Wall viewed to east. 
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3107 Old creosote bush growing in wall. 
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3098 Rubble side of wall. 
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view looking south/southeast. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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October 21, 2011 


17% 

sheet 

moderate 

high: next to main road 
cans, metal, pottery, glass 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low potential 

low impact 

interior 

none observed 

low impact 

structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic 

extent not determined 
roof and partial walls 
near main road 
long-term 

no impact noted 


25 Habitation 





Photo 3305 


Materials 
Walls limestone, rhyolite 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the southern 
section of Providence, in a row between Features 29 and 24. There is no historical documentation 
for this particular structure. This small stone building was constructed with moderate masonry skill, 
including good cornerstones on the NW and NE corners. The east and south interior walls show even 
facing; the north and west walls have tumbled. The approximate interior dimensions are eight by 
seven feet, with walls 20-22 inches thick and 1.5 to 3 feet high. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 
Potential falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. Check drainage 
from road above. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3114-3129, 10/22/11; 3304-3305, 10/23. 
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Survey drawing madeof Fe 25 and Fe 29, 4 June 2004 by Tony Torres. 
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3127 Desert sunflower growing In center of floor, view to southeast. ; 
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sides of structure. Cookhouse in upper right. 


3122 Rubble and famiblenon south and east 
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Date of survey October 22, 2011 26 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 18% 





Drainage sheet; drainage at south 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans, metal, wire 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion low impact 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation minor impact 
Deterioration structural a 
Loss of mortar n/a NON eae 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls limestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway no impact Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the southern 
section of Providence, set apart from its neighbors. There is no historical documentation for this 
particular structure. Although initially appearing to be a two-room cabin, this structure 1s actually 
two side-by-side rooms with about two feet of space between them, partially filled with rubble. A 
fair level of craftsmanship was used, and the builder employed small cobbles in the wall construction 
more than typically seen in surrounding structures. The two rooms are offset by about 16 inches. 
The east room measures about 9 by 14 feet, with 20-inch-thick walls ranging from 1.2 to 3.2 feet 
high. An entryway is evident facing south, with a possible alternate entryway on the north wall. The 
west room measures 12 by 14.5 feet, with walls 20 inches thick and ranging from 1.5 to almost three 
feet high. A 24-inch-wide entryway at the eastern side of the south wall faces south. The walls of 
both structures are tumbled both inward and outward. Rubble partially fills the gap between the two 
buildings. 


Across a minor drainage is a probable privy hole, comprised of a rock-lined hole, with extensive 
outward tumble or intentional rubble, about 45 inches square and three feet deep. The drainage 
passes within five feet of the cabin ruin. 


Condition Stability 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; Generally stable. 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. 
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Survey drawing made 4 June 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Hazards Historical documentation specific to this 
Potential falling rocks; shallow pit poses minor — structure 
hazard. None known. 
Potential actions Photo Log 
Preservation through protection. 3152-3181, 10/22/11; 3298-3300, 10/23. 
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3153 View to east. 
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3159 View to northwest. 
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3173 Gap between rooms. 
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3180 Northeast corner of west room, east room in rear. 
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3165 Possible privy pit adjacent to Feature 26. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 2\7 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


October 22, 2011 28 Habitation 


17-23% 

sheet; drainage at southwest 
moderate 

moderate from main road 
cans, metal 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
moderate potential 
potential impact from wash 
interior 

none observed 

minor impact 





structural at 

n/a Photo 3301 

n/a 

n/a Materials 

historic Walls limestone 
extent not determined Mortar none 

roof and partial walls Foundation none 

no impact Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
long-term Other 

no impact noted Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the southern 


section of Providence, 


set off from Features 29, 25 and 24. There is no historical documentation for 


this particular structure. The well-constructed small habitation shows evidence of skilled masonry. 
It 1s a partial dugout with an entry facing east. The interior measures 11 feet square, with walls 20- 
22 inches thick and averaging two to three feet high. The walls have mostly tumbled outward. A 
possible privy site is found in close proximity across a small drainage to the south. 


Condition 


Potential actions 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 
Potential falling rocks. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3136-3151, 10/22/11; 3301-3303, 10/23. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


218 Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 








4 otc \ 


_.. Meyave No Site. Foridence Tomonghie 
i Hiskecie Recount es Loventory | fe, ZO Habitation 


| (Sally te zp pee ate 
fan] | 


PEs 













Fonte 


NAD 833 loeseaiZe 5 a 


| JeuBsH N 


Pignetiaaatd 












Bl Bek | 


b—~-! 


1 
L 
| 
| 
| 


t 


TTB) Rode Faaoo || | | | | i. 
|_| 11251 Reek Tumble— | 7 pj — fff = 





lS See | Tg 
[2.15] height in feet 






_ | -- 





Survey drawing made 26 July 2004 by Tony Torres. 
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3137 View into structure looking southeast. 
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31 41 View to southwest. 
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3145 Entrance to cabin on east side. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 

north 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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17-20% 
sheet; road drainage to 


moderate 
moderate-high from road 
glass, cans, metal, pottery 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low potential 

low impact from drainage 
interior 

none observed 

minor impact 

major structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic; also a modern can 
extent not determined 
roof and partial walls 
near road 

long-term 

no impact noted 
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Photo 3306 


Materials 
Walls limestone, rhyolite 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 10% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located 1n the southern 
section of Providence, in a row between 31 and 25. There is no historical documentation for this 
particular structure. The walls of this small, square stone structure have largely tumbled, which does 
not allow an accurate measurement of its interior dimensions. It would appear that the interior was 
not much larger than six feet square. The wall rubble ranges from less than a foot to two feet high. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in poor condition. 


Stability 
Stable. 


Hazards 
None. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3130-3135, 10/22/11; 3306, 10/23. 
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Survey drawing made 27 July 2004 by Tony Torres. 
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3134 View to north, with main roadway visible in background. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 
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17% 

sheet 

heavy 

low 

glass, cans, metal 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low potential 

minor 

interior 

small animals 

impacts from 2 catclaws 
structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic 

extent not determined 
roof and partial walls 
about 20 feet from road 
long-term 

no impact noted 
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background, right. 


Materials 
Walls limestone 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 10% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the southern 
section of Providence, near the main road and cookhouse. There is no historical documentation for 
this particular structure. Dug into the ground, the walls of this small structure are almost entirely 
tumbled outward, leaving the impression of a circle; only the north wall shows a true or possibly 
straight line. The floor space is filled with dirt and rocks. The pile of rubble is 15-18 feet in diameter 
and from 1.4 to 2.4 feet high. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in poor condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 


Low potential of falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3257-3267, 10/22/11; 3307-3308, 10/23; 4540- 
4541, 10/26. 
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Survey drawing made 27 July 2004 by Christy Torres. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 


Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 


Vehicular/roadway 


Neglect 
Inappropriate use 
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12% 

sheet 

moderate 

moderate from main road 
cans, metal 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low potential 





minor 

interior ae 

none observed yy 5 

minor y ti ; a | 
structural Ee 
ne Photo 3310, view to west/northwest 
n/a 

n/a Materials 

historic Walls limestone 
extent not determined Mortar none 

roof and partial walls Foundation none 

no impact Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
long-term Other 


no impact noted Approximately 15% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the southern 
section of Providence, near features 35 and 28. There is no historical documentation for this 
particular structure. The long, rectangular room measures 12 by 18 feet, with walls 24 inches thick 
and one to two feet high. The walls are mostly tumbled, both inward and outward. Small sage bushes 
grow in the interior but pose no structural threat. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 


Low potential of falling rocks. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3182-3196, 10/22/11; 3309-3310, 10/23. 
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Survey drawing made 29 July 2004 by Christa Torres. 
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3183 View to south. 
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3196 East wall, looking south. 
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Date of survey October 22; 2011 35 Habitation or 
Site Characteristics r 2 2 

Approx. avg. slope 20% Commercial Building 

Drainage sheet, uneven ee 

Vegetation moderate . . 

Visibility high, from main road & 01 a gas! ag, se 

Artifacts cans, metal ade ees 
Impacts 

Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 

Flooding low potential 

Erosion minor 

Soil buildup interior i 

Pests small animals oy 

Vegetation minor 

Deterioration structural ka a Sage 

Loss of mortar n/a DRL Se ati oe 

, Photo 3312, view to southeast. 

Spalling n/a 

Rust n/a Materials 

Debris deposits historic Walls limestone 

Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 

Missing parts roof and partial walls eoundaton none 

Vehicular/roadway visible ElSar dirt/sand/gravel 

Neglect long-term Other 


Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 50% of fabric remains. 


Description 

This small structure is located in the southern section of Providence, between Features 33 and 

37. This small building is well constructed to the extent that 1t has been thought to possibly be a 
company building, and is almost identical to its neighbor to the west, Feature 37. It can be seen in 
three photographs, dated 1940, 1947, and 1960, showing a low gable roof and a lone door opening 
with a heavy timber lintel, facing north, and a window facing east. The roof rafters appear to be logs 
or poles, but the roofing material cannot be identified. The rear of the building appears to have been 
collapsing in the 1947 photo. The building remained standing until 1960, after which it was mostly 
destroyed. 


The skillful craftsmanship shows in the plumb walls utilizing thoughtfully chosen stones to produce 
even wall faces. The structure had been whitewashed on the exterior. The room measures 10 by 

13 feet on the interior, with walls 20 inches thick and up to 3.4 feet high. No entryway is obvious, 
although a low spot near the southwest corner may indicate one; this is the area of most wall failure, 
in addition to the north wall. A large pit located about ten feet off the southwest corner of the 
building is about five feet deep and ten feet round. Another, smaller rock-lined pit to the west may 
mark the site of a privy. 
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Survey drawing made 20 July 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Generally stable. Fickewirth 1940, Weight 1947; SBCM, 1960. 
Hazards Photo Log 

Potential of falling rocks. 3197-3219, 10/22/11; 3311-3312, 10/23; 4538- 


4539, 10/26; 4599, 10/27. 
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The building as it looked in 1940, courtesy of John Fickewirth. 
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Feature 35 is seen in this blowup from H 
Heritage & Cultural Association. 


arold Weight’s 1947 view of Providence (at upper left). Mojave Desert 


In 1960, the building remained standing. San Bernardino County Museum. 
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3201 View to east. 





3203 View to north. 
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3206 Detail of east wall, showing remnant whitewash. 


3207 Collapsed front (north) wall, viewed to south. | 
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3210 Rear wall and southeast corner, interior. 
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3216 Detail showing wall construction and desert sunflower plant growing inside building. 





3219 Pit behind building. 
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Approx. avg. slope 15% 

Drainage sheet 

Vegetation moderate | 

Visibility high, from road and cookhouse ; 

Artifacts cans a. P i 
Impacts 

Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 

Flooding low potential 

Erosion minor on site, mortar loss 

Soil buildup interior 

Pests none observed 

Vegetation minor 

Deterioration structural ee 

one 2 mone n/a Photo 3316, view to southeast. 

Spalling n/a 

Rust n/a Materials 

Debris deposits historic Walls limestone 

Vandalism extent not determined Mortar adobe 

Missing parts roof and partial walls Eotnidaton none 

Vehicular/roadway __ visible igor concrete 

Neglect long-term Other 


Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 


Description 

This small building stands out for its fine craftsmanship, whitewash finish, and concrete floor. It 
has been proposed that it may have been the Providence post office (1882-1892) but no evidence 
has been found of its specific use. This structure is clearly seen in two photographs taken in 1940 
and 1947. They show a low gable roof, white exterior and single doorway facing north. The 1940 
photograph, taken from a closer vantage point, shows more north facade detail (wood lintel and 
frame, panel door, timber under the gable) and reveals two windows facing east. The foundation 
masonry courses are well defined, and the roof appears to be sheathed in sheet metal. The 1947 
photo shows that there were no openings on the west side. The building stood intact as late as 1947; 
by 1960 it was a ruin. 


The stonemason laid walls plumb and smooth with well-chosen limestone blocks forming a double 
wall with adobe mortar and interior pebble infill. Although mostly rubble-laid, parts of the walls 
structure shows ashlar courses. A 32-inch-wide doorway faced north. The room has a smooth 
concrete floor mostly obscured by dirt and rocks. The building had been whitewashed inside and out. 
The interior measures 11 feet by 20 feet 4 inches. The walls are a uniform 20 inches thick and from 
30 to 68 inches high above the concrete floor. Most of the east wall has tumbled both inward and 
outward, and much of the west wall has also. The southeast corner is entirely rubble. 
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Survey drawing made 30 July 2004 by Christy Torres. 
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Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in good condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this structure 


Stability 1940 by A. A. Fickewirth; 1947 by Harold 
Generally stable. Weight; 1984 Vredenburgh. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential of falling rocks. 3220-3256, 10/22/11; 3315-3316, 3372, 10/23. 


Copyright 2011 John M. Fickewirth 





Feature 37 is seen in this blowup from the 1947 view of Providence (center rear). Mojave Desert Heritage & 
Cultural Association. 
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Larry Vredenburgh 
photographed the building 
ruins in 1984. Courtesy of the 
photographer. 
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3222 View of front and west walls showing construction and whitewash remnants, looking 
south. 





3235 Detail of northeast corner of structure. 
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3236 North side of structure, looking west, showing tumbled wall. 
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3228 Structure viewed to east. 





3232 Detail of rear (south) wall, showing chinking and quality construction. 
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3256 Wall detail showing whitewash and eroding adobe mortar. 





33/72 Rear doorway. 
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3242 Southwest corner of building. 





3249 Concrete floor revealed among vegetation and rocks. 
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3230 Pit near rear of building (seen in upper left). 
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Date of survey October 22, 2011 39 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 13-17% 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion minor 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation moderate impact 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls limestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof and partial walls = auncation none 
Vehicular/roadway no impact Flor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 10% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is the southernmost structure 
known in Providence. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. Located 

in a relatively remote location, this rectangular rock structure was poorly built and since mostly 
collapsed. The south wall is the most intact, at 24 inches thick and up to 2.5-3 feet high. The other 
three walls have collapsed into rubble piles. The room measures about 20 by 24 feet on the interior. 
The once-level floor is filled with dirt and rock, and vegetation, including two creosote bushes and 
three Mojave yuccas are growing within the structure. 


Condition 


Potential actions 


As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; Preservation through protection. 
as a ruin it 1s in fair condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 
Potential of falling rocks. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3313-3314, 3387-3400, 10/23/11. 
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3387 View to southeast. 
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3392 View to west. 
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Date of survey October 22, 2011 40 Habitation or 


Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 13-20% Sto re rO O mM 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate ‘. 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans, sheet metal, glass 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding potential from drainage at front 
Erosion minor 
Soil buildup interior 3 
Pests small animals i 
Vegetation creosote bushes = 
Deterioration structural geen ON 
pose eninotay n/a Photo 3317, view to south. 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a 
Debris deposits historic Materials . 
Vandalism extent not determined Walls limestone 
Missing parts roof and partial walls mona ee 
Vehicular/roadway _no effect Foundation geod 
Neglect long-term Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


| iat no impact noted 
oe velar Ee Pp Approximately 50% of fabric remains. 


Description 

This is a dugout structure with three sides backfilled to create what may have been a mostly-buried 
storeroom or habitation. It is located in the southern section of Providence, near at the west end 

of the line formed by Features 33, 35, 37, and 40. There is no historical documentation for this 
particular structure. A 1947 photograph shows this structure from a distance, with walls rising above 
the grade of the surrounding berm. The walls may have been about six feet high originally. Retaining 
walls were laid with moderate skill, resulting 1n relatively flat facing. The room measures about ten 
feet square, with interior walls about 20 inches thick and ranging from 3.5 to 4.5 feet high. Low 
wing walls (8 feet length on east, 10 feet on west) face the drainage stream in front of the building. 
Rear (south) wall collapsed resulting in filling of interior with rubble and dirt. Front (north) wall 
collapsed, mostly outward. 


A mature creosote bush at the SE corner may cause structural deterioration; younger creosotes 
growing in west berm. Large desert sunflower plants growing in interior. 


Condition 

As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; Hazar ds . 

as a ruin it is in fair condition. Potential of falling rocks. 
Stability Potential actions 

Moderately stable; expect additional wall Preservation through protection. 
collapse. 
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Survey drawing made 30 July 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Historical documentation specific to this structure Photo Log 
Weight 1947. 3317-3318, 3374-3386, 10/23/11. 
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3375 Interior of structure, view to north. 
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3377 Interior of structure, view to east. 
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3385 Wall failure at rear (South) wall. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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October 22, 2011 


18% 

sheet, rills 
moderate-dense 

low 

cans, metal, glass, sq. nails 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low potential 

minor 

interior 

small animals 

Mojave yucca impacts 
structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic, cattle manure 
extent not determined 
roof and partial walls 
no; low visibility 
long-term 

no impact noted 


41 Habitation 
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Photo 3323, view to southwest. 


Materials 
Walls limestone 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the southern 
section of Providence, near the junction of the main road and south road. There is no historical 
documentation for this particular structure. The partial dugout structure was built with moderate 
skill. The north and west walls are dug out, the south partially backfilled, and the east freestanding. A 
24-inch entryway 1s discernable on the east wall. The room measures 8 by 9 feet. The walls average 
18-20 inches thick and range from 25 to 50 inches high. There is a curved pile of rocks at the 
southeast corner that may have been part of a trail/stair structure. 


A group of Mojave yuccas on the west wall near the northwest corner may cause structural 
deterioration. The structure 1s largely surrounded by a thicket of creosote and catclaw bushes. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. 


Stability 


West wall unstable; expect additional wall 


collapse. 


Hazards 


Potential of falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known. 


Photo Log 
3322-3323, 3445-3460, 10/23/11. 
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Survey drawing made 10 August 2004 by David Nichols. 
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3448 View into structure. 


3452 Mojave yucca damaging west wall. 
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3449 Trail/stai at building corner. 
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Date of survey October 22, 2011 42 Habitation or Saloon 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 10% 





Drainage sheet, roadway 
Vegetation moderate-dense 
Visibility high, from south road 
Artifacts cans, metal, broken glass 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion minor 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation small plants 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls limestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none noted [adobe? | 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway adjacent to minor roadway Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 20% of fabric remains. 
Description 


It is unknown whether this structure was a habitation used for sleeping or a commercial building. It 
is located in the southern section of Providence, near Features 41 and 43 and immediately adjacent 
to the south road. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. The larger size 
and the presence of an adjacent glass dump raises the possibility it was one of the saloons serving 
Providence. Only low wall remnants remain of the irregular-rectangle room. Lack of an obvious 
entry may indicate the presence of a raised wood floor; possibly, the remaining structure is the rock 
foundation of a wood frame building. The room measures about 14-16 feet by 29 feet, with mostly- 
tumbled thick walls ranging from 1.5 to 2.5 feet in height. A bottle dump, much broken up, is located 
near the southeast corner of the structure. 2004 survey noted possible remnant adobe mortar. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Generally stable. None known. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential of falling rocks. 3320-3321, 3420-3444, 10/23/11. 
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Survey drawing made 10 August 2004 by David Nichols. 
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3436 South wall. view to east/northeast. 
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3437 Bottle dump 
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adjacent to building provides evidence of earlier building uses. 
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Date of survey October 22, 2011 43 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 13-20% 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation dense 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans, metal, ceramic 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion minor 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation dense growth around structure 
Deterioration structural Photo 3318, view to west. 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls lanestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Wontar “none 
Missing parts roof and partial walls eoundstion wou 
Vehicular/roadway adjacent to minor roadway —F{gg, dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located in the southern 
section of Providence, near Feature 43 and the south road. There 1s no historical documentation for 
this particular structure. It is a partial dugout with some stone-reinforced backfill creating a mound 
or berm that surrounds the room. The interior walls were laid with some skill, although failures on 
south and west walls have resulted in additional materials filling the room. The room measures 10 by 
12 feet on the interior, while the surrounding rubble berm is four to five feet wide. The walls range 
from 28 to 54 inches high. There is a 24-inch-wide entryway visible. The walls are mostly tumbled. 
A large catclaw bush is growing at the southwest corner which covers part of the structure but does 
not appear to be having a negative effect. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Generally stable. None known. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential of falling rocks. 3318-3319, 3401-3419, 10/23/11. 
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Survey drawing made 12 August 2004 by David Nichols. 
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3407 View to south; note thickness 
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3409 View to west/southwest showing entrance and rear wall. 
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3417 North wall. 
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Date of survey October 17-18, 2011 44 Superintendent's 
Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 8-20% Co mM DO U a d 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation sparse 
Visibility high 
Artifacts cans, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion minor 
Soil buildup no issue 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation no impact | 
Deterioration wood; structural iP ae 
Loss of mortar some repointing nnieoaae: 
Spalling no 
Rust all metal parts Materials 
Debris deposits historic; modern (minor) Walls limestone, rhyolite, tuff 
Vandalism graffiti; probable theft Mortar adobe; sand/cement 
Missing parts entire wood frame house Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway — termination of main roads Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect no; maintained by users Other concrete former floor 


Inappropriate use unplanned improvements Approximately 90% of fabric remains. 


Historical Background 

This group of structures is the present-day focal point for overnight visitors to Providence. It provides 
the only man-made shelter in the vicinity and is popular with campers. Over the years visitors have 
repaired the structure and made alterations; they have installed a built-in table, a good wood stove, and 
have worked to prevent wind damage to the roof. Unknown persons also, apparently inadvertently, 
imported low levels of toxic materials to the site in the form of small plastic bags of mine tailings, 
which contain chemicals and/or toxic minerals. The site has been pinpointed as a problem area and 
may be slated for remediation that could result in the destruction of the entire structure. 


The earliest historical reference to a structure on this site is the 1883 mineral survey of the Bonanza 
King Mine, which refers to a building here as the “Company’s large office.” It is not known what 
that building was; it may have been the dugout room that remains today. At an unknown date, a 
wood frame residence was constructed on the site. This author suggests that the wood frame house 
was built circa 1901-1906, a period when the Bonanza King Mine was reopened by Charles E. 
Ussher and much capital investment and development work was done at the mine. The amount of 
concrete used as a floor/foundation for the frame house (and also poured at the cookhouse [Feature 
01] at Providence) leads one to believe that such heavy construction activity was focused on a 
modernization of the mine and office rather than original work from the early 1880s. Photographs of 
the house, of which at least six exist, show a style more contemporary with turn-of-the-century Los 
Angeles suburban architecture. It had a long gable roof with a transverse gabled wing making an 

L shape; the inside of the ell served as a porch. One photograph of an unidentified interior taken in 
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A view looking southwest up to 
the residence, estimated to be 
taken in 1926. Mojave Desert 

Heritage & Cultural Association. 


Below, the superintendent's 
residence in 1940. Photo by 
Alvin Fickewirth. 
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1960 is thought to this building; it shows a fireplace 
and deteriorating lath and plaster walls. Local rancher 
Howard Blair, interviewed on October 19, 2011, 
recalled: “I think there was two fireplaces, if I’m not 
mistaken. I believe there was like a living room, and 
then I think there was three bedrooms for the different 
people that worked there. There was kind of a kitchen, 
but it wasn’t too much of a kitchen.” The frame house 
was not physically connected with the dugout but set 
about six to ten feet in front. Photographs show the 
house deteriorating over the years; by the 1970s it 
was gone, with only the cement slab remaining as it 
does today. 


While active, the Bonanza King Mine employed a 
series of what are variously termed superintendents, 
foremen or managers. This site, with its prominent 
location at the top of Providence, was apparently the 
location of the on-site manager of the mine during the 
periods 1880-92, 1901-06, and possibly 1917-20 and 
later in the 1920s. It has been reported that a caretaker 
named Joe Spencer, a veteran local miner, lived here 
in the 1920s. Photographs indicate that by the 1940s 
the house had been abandoned for some years. 
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Above and below, photos taken in 1960. San 
Bernardino County Museum. 
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The house in severe deterioration, 1962 photo by Arda Haenszel. San Bernardino Feldheym Library, Arda 
Haenszel California Room. 











This 1964 photograph shows the location of the wood 
frame house in relation to the dugout behind. Note the 
wall (center rear) between the large dugout room and 
smokehouse, which has since collapsed. Also note the 
lath and plaster walls and balloon frame construction. 
Bureau of Land Management. 
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Larry Vredenburgh took this photo in 1984. Notice the poor condition of the roof. Since the picture was taken, 
rock-lined trails have been constructed and the steampipe fireplace moved. 
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Survey drawing made 14 October 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Description 

Located at the upper elevations of Providence in a setting that overlooks the town, mine and valley 
below, the compound is comprised of four structures: a large dugout shelter; a small dugout room; 
a concrete slab; and what is thought to be a stone-lined privy pit. The wood frame house that once 
stood here was removed some 40 years ago. 


A recent survey of mining-related contamination at the Bonanza King Mine has found seven locations 
with toxic materials within the superintendent’s compound. While the levels of toxicity are not 
considered a threat to occasional users, eventual removal may have an adverse impact on the structures. 


Large Room 
This appears to have been a substantial dugout building, possibly the “office” depicted on the 1883 


map. A wood frame building may have been attached at the front, with this structure a back room or 
storage room. The later frame building was not attached to this structure. 


The room is comprised of three dugout walls faced with mostly rubble limestone, with a short 
freestanding wall partially enclosing the wide front opening. The rear, longest wall 1s 22.5 feet 

long and on average six and a half feet high, while the west wall is 16.5 feet long and the east wall 
15.5, resulting in a room roughly 22 by 16. The wall ends at the front of the room, facing northeast, 
feature mortared, ashlar-laid columns of tuff blocks and other materials; it 1s evident that repointing 
with cement was done later. The walls are loose at the tops and have been repaired with little skill, 
especially in the vicinity of the east corner where window openings have been “repaired” or created 
by more recent visitors. The east wall is partly faced with sheets of rusted sheet metal held in place by 





2554 Interior of large dugout room. 
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2558 East wall. 
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two-by-four posts. Reclaimed rusty corrugated sheet metal also forms a barrier behind the wood stove 
in the southeast corner. The rear and west walls are intact but probably unstable. The floor is dirt. 


The entire floor space is covered by a sloping sheet metal roof. The structural support for this 

roof is a haphazard collection of new and used lumber with improvised connections. A large 8x8” 
beam, evidently a remnant of the mine or original to this location, spans the tops of the two front 
masonry columns that frame the 15.5-foot wide northeast opening. Some time after 1984, five short 
sections of two-by-four were nailed vertically to the front of this beam, reason unknown. This long 
beam appears to be original to the structure, or added in the historic period. A second beam spans 
much of the center of the room; it is a 6x6 timber, supplemented with a shorter 6x6 at the center of 
weight bearing, all supported in the center by an 8x8 post set on a 18-inch square concrete pier, at 
the west end by a 6x6 post, and at the east by an 8x8 post that forms part of an improvised shelf/ 
table structure. The posts are sistered at the connections with the beam with 2x4s and 2x6s. At the 
rear wall, another heavy beam rests atop the wall. A motley assortment of rafters placed on the three 
beams support the sheet metal roof. These are not continuous and include 2x6s, 2x8s and other 
dimensions of scavenged lumber. The east side of the room features a lightly-sloping shed roof 
with a 4x4 beam held by four 4x4 posts standing against the stone wall facing, and 2x4 rafters laid 
flat. The roofing material is salvaged sheet metal pieces and plywood sheets placed in a random but 
largely effective manner, attached by nails to the rafters and further stabilized by gravel and rocks. 
There are countless holes in the sheet metal. 
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2671 Structure corner with stacked stones and historica 
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2584 Large room roof. 


2694 Center post showing 
sistered connections. 








2557 Interior roof structure at south end. 
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The room 1s outfitted with a “Vogelzang” barrel wood stove with stovepipe exiting the roof in 

the southeastern corner; a large built-in plywood table at the center; a small plywood table in the 
northeastern corner; and a shelf/table unit built between two support posts. Two window units have 
been loosely placed in openings at the northeastern corner. 


Outside the structure at the east support column, visitor/workers installed an outdoor fireplace with 
large stovepipe and have created a rock-lined trail leading up to the back of the structure. Another 
rock-lined trail between the large room and the smokehouse leads to a similar destination. These 
features were not in place in 1984. 


Overall, the large room is in fair to poor condition. All of the salvaged wood posts, beams and rafters 
are old and deteriorated, but appear in most cases to withstand the weight of the roof. The roof 
requires ongoing maintenance, informal as it may be. The masonry work appears relatively stable 
but could fail in sections at any time. The working “regulars” to the site can be praised for their 
dedication and inventiveness; they have created a very pleasant campsite mostly using materials 

on hand. However, with no monitoring of, for instance, where the materials come from on site and 
the safety of certain improvements, the owners run the risk of liability 1f a visitor is injured and of 
violating historic preservation law by condoning collection of historic materials in the area. It is 
recommended that NPS staff work with the user groups to provide a safe and enjoyable camping site 
utilizing (and preserving) a historic structure. 


The discussion above is moot until contamination issues at the site are settled. 





2563 Ceiling of the east shed portion. 
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2648 Smokehouse and wall (at right) viewed to south. 
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2549 Ceiling of smokehouse showing log beam and smoke hole. Note wall failure at left. 
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Smokehouse and Wall 

This small rock-and-cement-lined dugout shows signs of having been used as a smokehouse. It could 
also have been used as a cold storage room and a meat locker. The builders excavated a slope to form 
three full sides of the room, facing the excavation with limestone and rhyolite boulders and some tuff 
blocks and coating those with stucco. The interior measures 74 inches wide and 112 inches deep. 


The west wall, which includes a small number of tuff blocks, extends northeasterly to form a long 
retaining wall. A portion of the north end of the west interior wall has failed, dropping ten or more 
stones into the room. A stone has fallen from the back wall and small animals appear to be in 
residence and possibly causing damage. A wood-framed square smoke hole or stove pipe outlet, now 
blocked with debris, is found in the upper back wall next to the log beam. The east wall has a solid 
and wide limestone block exterior face and inside features a recessed area; this portion is failing at 
the top, allowing dirt debris into the room. Some adobe mortar shows in the room although much 
has eroded. The room was once plastered with sand-cement and much of that material has detached 
from the stone walls. Graffiti has been scratched into the southwest corner, where dark soot provides 
evidence of use as a smokehouse. The floor is dirt. 


The room has a low gable roof comprised of a hand-hewn log beam 13 inches in diameter imbedded 
in the back wall and supported at the front by a 7x7” hand-hewn timber (about six feet long) placed 
on the opposing rock walls. Remnant widow screen shows that the open gable end had been screened 
for ventilation. An old broken two-by-four acts as a supplementary beam on the east side of the 
ceiling, and another rests in the west wall providing support for the sheet metal. The roof is made 

of scrap sheet metal held in place by rocks, gravel, and contaminated mine tailings 1n deteriorating 
sample bags. The sheet metal ceiling is blacked with soot and perhaps other materials. 
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2646 Wall at smokehouse viewed to west. 
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2598 Slab viewed to south, note undercutting. 
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The red wood door frame remains, showing an uneven 45- to 47-inch doorway opening, but the door 
is missing. A bench has been placed inside the room on a pile of rocks, and an improvised lower 
bench of three boards has been placed on the west wall. 


The offset, rising west retaining wall extension may have been constructed later than the 
smokehouse. It is 64 inches high at the smokehouse and 89 inches high at its north end, and extends 
nine feet four inches. It is slightly battered, measuring 28 inches thick at the base and 21 inches at 
the top. The heavy wall was laid in irregular course with mostly limestone blocks and adobe mortar. 
The upper courses have possibly been rebuilt or added later, evidenced by over-applied cement 
mortar and poor construction. The top of the wall is ragged. The north end of the all also shows 
sloppy repointing. An 8x8 timber 1s imbedded vertically in the north end of the wall. The exposed 
part of the outer (west) side of the wall shows some mortar pointing. A low retaining wall extends 
westerly from the wall end as a retaining wall for the slope behind. 


The smokehouse is in fair condition and is without a doubt the most intact historic building remaining 
at Providence. The presence of contaminated materials is a major concern related to the survival of 
this important structure, and no preservation work can be done until the contamination issue 1s settled. 


Concrete Slab 

This large concrete slab was evidently the floor and foundation of the superintendent’s residence, as 
seen in older photos. It 1s largely hidden by dirt and other materials so an accurate measurement 1s 
not possible. About 45 feet of the northeast edge is visible but the slab probably spanned about 60 
feet in width; with only the front (northeast) edge visible it can only be guessed that the slab is about 
30 to 40 feet front to back. The slab was poured onto a rubble base and then surfaced with about an 
inch of cement. The visible edge of the slab shows mortared stone retaining walls ranging from less 
than a foot to three feet high. A set of two concrete stairs near the northern end of the front span steps 
down to what may have been a driveway. 


The slab has been used in past years as a gathering place and camp site and is largely covered in dirt, 
gravel and rocks, with fire pits, scrap sheet metal and other debris, a barrel, and a large number of 
deteriorating plastic sample bags of mine tailings, which are known to be contaminated. Numerous 
creosote bushes grow in the soil deposits on the slab. Erosion is undercutting the slab across much of 
the northeastern edge, and breakage is evident all along the exposed edge. The slab is in poor condition. 


Privy Pit 

Behind the large dugout (to the southwest) 1s a hand-dug hole lined with limestone boulders. While 
giving the appearance of a rock-lined well, it is probably a privy pit. Well-constructed of dry-laid 
limestone, with a small number of rhyolite boulders, the pit is about five feet square and six feet deep. 
Some of the upper courses (northeast and southwest) have failed, spilling dirt and rocks into the pit. 
Contaminated material has been located at the pit, and so any preservation actions should be put on 
hold until that issue has been resolved. The pit is in poor condition, given the contamination problem. 


Condition Stability 
See discussion above. As a building the structure Walls moderately stable. Roof structure is poor, 
is In poor condition; as a ruin it 1s in fair with deteriorating rafters (too few) and potential 


condition. The building is maintained by casual _for failure in storms. 
volunteers, with no management or planning. 
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Hazards Historical documentation specific to this structure 
Toxic materials on site (see pages 13-15). Numerous photographs 1926-1962 of wood 
Potential of roof collapse, falling rocks. frame building; no documentation prior to 1984 


of remaining structure. 
Potential actions 


Limit or prohibit access to this area until contam- — Photo Log 
ination has been evaluated and contained/removed. 2602-2613, 10/17/11; 2621, 2629-2695, 10/18; 
Coordinate “improvements” with user groups. 3740-3744, 10/24; 4636, 10/27. 


3741 Privy pit behind super- 
intendent’s residence. 








2621 Superintendent’s compound viewed from mine to south/southeast. 
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Date of survey October 22, 2011 45 Habitation or 


Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 10% Commercial Building 






Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility high, from old main road 
Artifacts glass, ceramic 
Impacts (ge 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing | ae. 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion minor 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation catclaw east side 
Deterioration structural Rep Re ie 
Loss of mortar minimal on intact walls Be aaa _ 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls limestone, rhyolite, tuff 
Vandalism bottle digging Mortar sand/adobe 
Missing parts roof and partial walls eoundaton unknown 
Vehicular/roadway ‘18 feet from old roadway ElSar dirt/sand/gravel, concrete? 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 25% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This structure, the highest and farthest west of the “downtown” row of possibly commercial 
buildings, is seen in a 1947 photograph of Providence taken from the mine site. The photographs 
shows an abandoned square building with a collapsing flat or shed roof held in place by boulders, 
with approximately six-foot-tall walls and a narrow doorway facing north. A circle of stones 1s 
visible at the northeast corner of the building. A distinct trail to the mine 1s also visible. 


It is a partial dugout building with mortared mixed-rock walls. The building faces a leveled area 
that is scattered with broken glass, possibly an indication this was a saloon. The 12 to 20-1inch-thick 
walls were aligned cardinally and laid with skill, with flat faces using an attractive mix of local 
stone, including uncut tuff; 1n some areas the mortar was laid on thick. The room measures 15 feet 
square on the interior, with a doorway approximately four feet wide visible in the east wall. The 
remaining walls range from one to four feet high. The front (east) wall has entirely tumbled outward 
and the south wall is almost entirely tumbled. The west and north walls, although broken down 

in height, contain full lengths of intact wall, showing the construction and mortar well. A catclaw 
bush is growing in the east wall, north end. The floor is obscured by dirt and rocks; a remnant of flat 
concrete is found downslope from the building. At the northeast corner of the building is the near- 
round “donut” pile of rocks (seen in the 1947 photograph), too close to be an outhouse. Its use or 
original configuration is unknown. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


288 Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 








{? o7K VE Ahatkeane/ fT reserve Srte Froyidemee Towa 2472p 
PPI OTIS Besour COS Dev ec tary Beare 
a ene £a mans «/ v . Feakfare YS # 
fy october Zooey PIP LEC Gy , 

. = a = =—7 i 
tee 83: MS OC3BC6S7Z3E 2E71SIGN 


—~ —r 


| fegend 
pee fac /4 
Lo _ SAE 
Sd berght +n feet oo 
cea Jed Wat tumble 
Bie A SPS | pal he 





eh eee oo et ste ee 


| Be te. Te ee 

an e 6 
Leet oy ash 
3.6 POWAY 









.) 
Wt 
DDR, 

















te a { ic | ; 
ote fer G- 
| eZ. bce CF 
ey CCT hy ek ee 
a 6 PD si 
6 ee oe | > i 


Survey drawing made 14 October 2004 by Eugene Romanski. 
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Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as aruin it is in fair condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 
Generally stable. Weight 1947. 
Hazards Photo Log 


3327-3328, 3485-3513, 10/23/11. 


Potential of falling rocks. 
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Detail of the 1947 photograph showing Feature 45 as it looked while standing. Mojave Desert Heritage & 
Cultural Association. 
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3503 Detail of mortar and mix of tuff (upper right), rhyolite (lower center and top) and 
limestone (bottom right and left). 
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3506 Southwest corner of room, showing volume of rubble that has fallen into the structure. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 


27) 
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October 22, 2011 46 Habitation or 


Commercial Building 





Approx. avg. slope 22% 
Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility moderate, from main road 
Artifacts cans, pipe, metal, glass, 
stovepipe, nails 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion minor, tuff 1s eroding 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation creosote and catclaw 
Deterioration structural i eee. 7 
Loss of mortar minimal on intact walls Photo 3326 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic; cattle manure Walls limestone, tuff blocks 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar aAahe 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Poundation wile 
Vehicular/roadway 4 feet from old roadway Elgar dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 


Inappropriate use — no impact noted Approximately 15% of fabric remains. 


Description 

The original nature of this dugout structure is not known. Photographs taken in 1947 and 1960 show 
a small wood frame board-and-batten building with lean-to on the rear placed within the confines 

of the dugout. It does not appear that the dugout structure was part of a large building but rather a 
retaining wall for a large leveled area used for commercial purposes, or a cellar backing a building. 
For instance, this could have been the site of the store. Immediately to the south, on the same leveled 
area, 1s another, smaller dugout that may have been a related residence site; a 1960 photographs 
shows a collapsed wood frame building there. 


The three-sided sloping dugout is comprised of heavily constructed retaining walls, the south and 
west built of tuff blocks and the north, limestone. The tuff walls are ashlar-laid while the north wall is 
rubble-built and appears to also act as a retaining wall for the adjacent former main road. The room 1s 
about 32 feet wide and 18 feet deep. The walls may have been six feet high; today their height ranges 
from one to four feet. At the center of the rear (west) wall is a failure resulting in a slide into the 
room. The tuff blocks are eroding badly. A riveted 16-inch chimney pipe, almost six feet tall and seen 
in a 1960 photograph as part of the building, lays in the southwest corner of the room. 


The structure faces a large leveled area, approximately 80 by 40 feet, that stretched between the two 
main roads and was possibly a drive-through. 
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Survey drawings of Fe 46 and 47 made 15 October 2004 by David Nichols. 
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The 1960 photograph reveals that two to three courses of the visible section of the rear tuff wall have 
disappeared. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in fair condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Generally stable. 1960 photograph. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential of falling rocks. 3327-3328, 3485-3513, 10/23/11. 
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This building stood on the site of Feature 46 in 1960. Note the abandoned mainframe of the Bonanza King 
Mine behind the lean-to. San Bernardino County Museum. 
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Detail of 1947 photo looking southeast taken in 1947, showing Features 46 and 47 in the foreground. Mojave 
Desert Heritage & Cultural Association. 
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3473 South wall with pipe. 
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3479 Northwest corner of excavation, showing loss of wall structure. 
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3484 Limestone retaining wall on north side with old roadway behind. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 


Inappropriate use 
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October 22, 2011 


no impact noted 


4/ Habitation or 


Commercial Site 





Approx. avg. slope 22% 
Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility moderate, from main road 
Artifacts cans, glass, metal, misc. 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion cut bank is eroding 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation creosote impacts in bank 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar minimal on intact walls 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic; cattle manure Walls n/a 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar n/a 
Missing parts entire structure Foundation unknown 
Vehicular/roadway 3-5 feet from roadway Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 


Approximately 5% of fabric remains. 


Description 

This site is located in the central section of Providence, immediately south of Feature 46. There 1s 
little historical documentation for this particular structure. The original nature of this dugout feature 
is not known. It is likely the remains of an excavation for a large leveled area used for commercial 

or operational purposes. It may have been a residence site related to the adjacent commercial (or 
operational) building. Immediately to the north, on the same leveled area, is a larger dugout that 
enclosed another wood frame building. A photograph taken in 1947 shows a small wood frame 
building adjacent to this dugout, and a 1960 photograph shows a collapsed wood frame building with 
corrugated metal roof here. 


The three-sided sloping cut has no discernable remains of a structure. The cut faces a large leveled 
area, approximately 80 by 40 feet, that stretched between the two main roads and was possibly a 
drive-through. 


Condition 
The feature is slowly eroding into the natural 
landscape and revegetating. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Stability Historical documentation specific to this structure 
Stable. Photographs taken in 1947, 1960. 

Hazards Photo Log 

None. 3324, 3461-3465, 10/23/11. 
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See survey drawing in previous entry. 


: ,- ? ; i as _ 
Detail of 1947 photo looking southeast taken in 1947, showing Fe 46 and 47 in the foreground. Mojave Desert 
Heritage & Cultural Association. 
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The collapsed building that was on this site in 1960 shows in the foreground. Fe 46 is in the background. San 
Bernardino County Museum. 
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3463 Large leveled area east of Fe 46 & 47. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 303 
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October 23, 2011 


10% 

sheet; road ditch to north 
moderate 

low 

cans, metal 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low potential 

minor 

interior 

none observed 

creosote in south wall 
structural 

minimal on intact walls 
n/a 

n/a 

historic 

bottle digging 

roof and most walls 
adjacent to old roadways 
long-term 

no impact noted 


48 Habitation 








Photo 3330 


Materials 
Walls limestone 
Mortar none 
Foundation unknown 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 15% of fabric remains. 


These small structures were most likely habitations used for sleeping. It 1s located in the central 
section of Providence, immediately north of Feature 45. There is no historical documentation for 
these particular structures. This feature is comprised of a ruin structure and an excavation, designated 
A and B. Feature A is a remnant of a dugout habitation, with walls tumbled to the extent that it 

is difficult to discern the exact size or shape. The room was roughly seven feet round or square. 
Directly north is Feature B, an unreinforced dugout area, probably a leveled floor. It is unknown if a 
structure had once been located here. The level area measures about 15 by 20 feet. A large creosote 
bush grows in the south wall, causing failure. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in fair condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 


Potential of falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None known; ruin shown in 1947 photograph 
from distance. 


Photo Log 
3329-3330, 3520-3530, 10/23/11. 
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Survey drawing made 26 October 2004 by David Nichols. 
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The remains of this structure can barely be seen in the foreground on this detail of a 1947 photograph of 
Providence. Mojave Desert Heritage & Cultural Association. 
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3528 Feature 48-A viewed to northwest 
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3529 Feature 48-A viewed to southeast, showing creosote bush impact. 
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Date of survey October 23, 2011 51 Horse Corral 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 10% 





Drainage located in a small wash 
Vegetation dense 
Visibility moderate 
Artifacts cans, staves, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding high potential 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup 3+ feet in SE interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation creosote and catclaw 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar minimal on intact walls 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic; cattle manure Walls ieetaue 
Vandalism extent not determined hierar none 
Missing parts partial walls eauadaior none 
Vehicular/roadway no impact Eicor natural ground 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 50% of fabric remains. 
Description 


Horses were used at the Bonanza King Mine and Providence for travel, labor, and hauling. Local 
resident John Domingo kept horses here and at his ranch two miles away. This may have been 
Domingo’s corral, for at least part of its time of use. The corral is depicted on the 1883 mineral 
survey map, and is shown in a photo taken circa 1930, after abandonment. A portion of the corral 
also appears in a 1947 photograph of Providence. It is not known how high the walls were or 
whether a wood fence structure was in place during the active period. 


The corral is comprised of a substantial rock wall enclosure that spans an active drainage wash. It 
was probably placed here to exploit the physical characteristics of the site, including the drainage 
depression and a north bank that provided the height of a natural barrier. Roughly circular in shape, 
the moderately well laid enclosure measures approximately 55 feet at its widest and 35 feet at its 
narrowest. The remaining walls are one to three feet thick and from one to 3.5 feet high. There are 
no identifiable entry points or wood remains. The northeastern part of the corral has mostly tumbled, 
while most of the remaining wall is intact but obviously lower in height, with various degrees of 
failure. The west side of the corral, where the wash enters, was constructed in a tangent, as if to 
form a barrier or dam, and the adjacent north side is backfilled wither by design or from storm- 
related gravel deposits. More than three feet of gravel has built up in the south/southeast interior of 
the enclosure. Numerous creosote and catclaw bushes are impacting the structure of the wall and 
growing within the enclosure, additionally with barrel cactus, cholla, desert sunflower, and sage. 
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Survey drawing made 26 October 2004 by David Nichols. 
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Condition Potential actions 

The former corral is in poor condition. Preservation through protection. 

Stability Historical documentation specific to this structure 
Generally stable; heavy flooding could cause 1883 Mineral Survey map; 1930 State Mining 
damage. Bureau photograph; Weight 1947. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential of falling rocks. 3331-3334, 3531-3582, 10/23/11. 
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1883 Detail of Mineral Survey map 
showing corral (center right). Exact 
location of corral in relation to updated 
boundary line is not determined. 
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Photo of the Bonanza King Mine taken circa 1930 with the corral 
visible in the foreground. California State Geological Survey Library. 
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1947 The eastern edge of the corral is visible on the far right in this 1947 photograph. Mojave Desert Heritage 
& Cultural Association. 
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3539 Dense vegetation and barrel staves inside the corral. 
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3546 Part of the east wall showing gravel buildup within corral. 
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3561 North wall, dug out from gravel bank and reinforced with large rocks. 
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Date of survey October 27, 2011 56 H a b Itati ON 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope moderate 





Drainage located in rocky wash 
Vegetation dense 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding high potential, located in wash 
Erosion minor 
Soil buildup minor interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation minor Bs Co rie 
Deterioration structural Photo | 4 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials | 
Debris deposits historic Walls limestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar me 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Poungaton ae 
Vehicular/roadway none Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 


. : Oo ff . . 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 60% of fabric remains 


Description 

This remarkably intact cabin is located about .65 miles up Bonanza King Canyon from Providence, 
within designated federal wilderness, at an altitude of about 4,600 feet. Its preservation is likely 
due to its isolation, and despite the fact that it 1s located in the direct path of a wash. There is no 
historical documentation for this particular structure. The cabin’s use and reason for such distance 
from the town is unknown, but this location would have been ideal for a woodchopper, with its 
proximity to the only timber within miles of Providence. 


The odd-shaped building is constructed from limestone found in the wash and dug into a rubble 
slope, also utilizing a large boulder as part of its wall. All of the sturdily constructed walls are intact 
up to 50 inches high and 18 to 20 inches thick. There is a small fireplace with flat stone lintel. The 
room measures roughly 7-8 feet wide and 10 feet deep. A distinct doorway opening is found on the 
south side. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure 1s in poor condition; —_ Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in good condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Generally stable. None. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential of falling rocks. 4706-4755, 10/27/11. 
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4713 Location of Feature 56 looking east down canyon; Providence Is locate 
gap at the distance. 
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4720 This large catclaw Is dead, ut may have impacted the structure earlier. 
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4725 Fireplace. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 317 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 





aaa 
es ; t fa. al! hs: Be aad co ae uu 


4728 Large boulder incorporated into structure wall. 
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Date of survey October 24, 2011 58 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 





Approx. avg. slope 13% Be mar 
Drainage sheet OW Peres * 
Vegetation dense 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans, glass 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion minor 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation creosote impact 
Deterioration structural ee os 
Lees Of morar n/a Photo 3693 o or 13679 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls limestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway none Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other twisted wire 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 60% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping and residential use. It 1s located 

in the far western section of Providence, not close to any other building. There 1s no historical 
documentation for this particular structure. The small two-room building stands out for its remote 
and private location and better-than-average craftsmanship. The setting and style leads a visitor 

to speculate that this may have been a home to a married couple, or at least it was built with 
architectural aesthetics in mind. It is the only habitation located that has intact window openings. 

A foot trail that leads to the cabin from the canyon road remains viable, and the prominent entrance 
pathway, created by removing rocks from a natural deposit, is notable. While many of the walls have 
tumbled, the isolation of this building no doubt added to its protection. 


The structure is comprised of two rooms. The east room, measuring about 6 by 8 feet on the interior, 
is largely tumbled with little evidence of craftsmanship; 1t may have been added later. The west 
room shows fine craftsmanship. The stonemason constructed dry-laid walls plumb and smooth with 
well-chosen limestone blocks. Although mostly rubble-laid, parts of the walls structure shows ashlar 
courses, and in places the surface is chinked with small rocks and shards. A twisted wire, purpose 
unknown, spans the south wall having been built into the masonry: did it hold up curtains? A small 
fireplace was built into the west wall utilizing a flat stone as lintel; its opening 1s 12 inches wide and 
20 inches high, and about 12 inches deep. The northeast wall 1s mostly tumbled. 


The most striking feature is the two small windows on the mostly-intact southeast wall. The 
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Survey drawing made 13 April 2005 by David Nichols. 
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matching, side-by-side window openings offer a view into the Fenner Valley. The openings measure 
12 inches wide and 18 inches high and are located 24 inches from the current, partially filled floor. 
Large stone lintels remain in place. 


The interior of the main room measures 7 feet by 12 feet. The walls are a uniform 24 inches thick, 
except for the southeast wall (which is 20 inches thick) and from 30 to 60 inches high above the 
floor. 


Dense vegetation has encroached on the structure but does not appear to pose a current threat. A 
large creosote bush is growing at the west end of the main room, and a large catclaw and some 
Mojave yuccas are found in the east end of the north room. Desert sunflower and other plants choke 
the entry pathway. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as aruin it 1s in good condition. a 7 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Generally stable. None. 

Hazards Photo Log 

Potential of falling rocks. 3671-3734, 10/24/11; 4683, 10/27 (trail). 
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3680 View to southeast. 
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3712 Southeast wall interior. 
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3/723 Window detail. 
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3/728 Fireplace on southwest wa 
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Date of survey October 24, 2011 59Q Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope _—_ steep 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation no impact 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar n/a Photo 3637 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway none Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 15% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This feature is located in the cliffs on the western edge of Providence, one of the grouping of 59, 
60 and 61. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. It appears that a miner 
made use of a test adit for a home, by adding rock walls to extend a room out onto the rubble pile. 
The construction is relatively poor. The structure consists of an excavation into a steep hillside about 
24 feet in length, of which about eight feet 1s underground. The builder extended the probable roof 
line with two parallel rows of rhyolite rocks, poorly laid and without mortar. The resulting narrow 
room ranges from six to eight feet wide. The sloping floor could be a result of erosion from the 
hillside above. The entrance to the structure is on a leveled rubble pile. Both side walls incorporate 
natural outcrops. The north wall 1s more substantial, measuring about 80 inches long and three feet 
high, averaging 28 inches thick. The south wall is loosely laid on top of a natural rock outcrop, and 
is failing. 

Condition Potential actions 

As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in good condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

Moderately stable; south wall will continue to None. 

deteriorate. piotoles 

Hazards 3629-3645, 10/24/11; 4823, 10/27. 


Potential of falling rocks. 
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4823 Location of 59, 60 and 61, view from wash to southwest. 





3629 Rubble pile with structure in upper center, view to west. 
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60 Habitation 


sheer to almost level 





Drainage sheet 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility moderate, from west road 
Artifacts can 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup minor in interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation no impact 
Deterioration structural Ee BEN 
Loss of mortar n/a Photo 3612 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite, limestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar dirt 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway none Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 


Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 60% of fabric remains. 


Description 

This feature is located in the cliffs on the western edge of Providence, one of the grouping of 59, 60 
and 61. This feature was renumbered as 60 to eliminate a duplicate 59 from the 2005 survey. There 
is no historical documentation for this particular structure. The small room was constructed against 
a curving sheer wall of limestone and is comprised of two walls in an L shape with a 30-inch entry 
opening facing southeast. The structure is of fair craftsmanship utilizing dirt for mortar. The north 
wall is high and intact, about 11 feet long, 5-6 feet high and 24 inches thick; the east wall 1s about 8 
feet long, 20 inches thick. There is a bulge at the wall corner where it sits on a natural rock outcrop. 
The walls and cliff form a room about 7 feet by 7-8 feet. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Condition 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; 


as a ruin it 1s in good condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


Stability structure 

The corner of the wall structure is moderately None known. 
unstable. picietes 

Hazards 3605-3623, 10/24/11. 


Potential of falling rocks. 
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Survey drawing of Fe 59, 60 and 61 made 13 April 2005 by David Nichols. 
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3616 North wall. 
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Date of survey October 24, 2011 61 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 40% to sheer 





Drainage sheet 

Vegetation sparse 

Visibility high, from west road 

Artifacts wood, metal 
Impacts 

Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 

Flooding low potential 

Erosion moderate 

Soil buildup interior 

Pests none observed 

Vegetation no impact 

Deterioration structural 

Loss of mortar n/a pmol e278 

Spalling n/a 

Rust n/a Materials 

Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite, limestone 

Vandalism extent not determined Mortar dirt 

Missing parts roof and partial walls Poundaton none 

Vehicular/roadway = none Floor dirt/sand/gravel 

Neglect long-term Other 

Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 60% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This feature is located in the cliffs on the western edge of Providence, one of the grouping of 59, 60 
and 61. There may be historical documentation for this particular structure: a “Cabin” in this location 
was identified in the 1883 mineral survey map of the Bonanza King Mine; on that map the cabin 

was located on the boundary line of the claim. The small room was constructed against a curving 
outcrop of limestone and is comprised of two walls in an ell, forming a pie shape, with a 24-inch 
entry opening facing southeast. The structure 1s of fair craftsmanship utilizing dirt for mortar. The 
north wall is high and intact, about 13 feet long, 3-4 feet high and 20 inches thick; the west wall is 
less than 8 feet long, from 18 to 40 inches high and 24 inches thick. The walls and cliff form a room 
about 11 feet long by 6 to 5 feet wide feet. There is a wall failure on the interior of the north wall. 


Condition Potential actions 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Preservation through protection. 


as a ruin it is in good condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this structure 


Stability None known; it is possible that this is the 
The north wall structure 1s failing. “Cabin” marked on the 1883 mineral survey 

map, lying on the mining claim property 
Hazards boundary. 


Potential of falling rocks. 
Photo Log 
3592-3604, 10/24/11. 
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See survey drawing in previous entry. 
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Detail of the 1883 Mineral Survey map depicting “cabin” at center. 
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3593 Interior of structure. 


3597 Failure in north wall. 
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3602 North wall and outcrop. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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22% 
sheet 
moderate 
low 
glass, can 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low potential 

minor 

interior 

none observed 

no impact 

structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 


historic; cattle manure; can 


extent not determined 
roof and partial walls 
none 

long-term 

no impact noted 
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65 Habitation 





Photo 3655 


Materials 
Walls limestone 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It is located at the entry to the 
canyon on the western edge of Providence, overlooking the wash, and being the easternmost of the 
pair 65 and 66. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. The small room was 
constructed as a half-dugout on a moderate slope, with loosely laid rocks forming three walls. The 
room measures 7 feet wide by 10 feet deep, with 20-24 inch thick walls ranging from two to almost 
three feet high. The rear (north) wall has failed, allowing debris to enter the room. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as aruin it 1s in good condition. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 


Low potential of falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None. 


Photo Log 
3653-3663, 10/24/11. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


338 Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 


Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 








“mote Natiwa Powe = —-s- Site. Provided “Vounspip 9 
Lister ic Resour@as Tnuestary Fes WSZU- Hebitetias 
aud Niceols Flan Need 


ZA Wwe 200 


UT Nat 63 WS OWOISOE\ 
S84+Z0BSN—) 





r= 
t SUE 2 
a 
:r \ P= 4 0 4 
~ E22 
cee. 
[v0] 
ba / 
8 o [?7Jo So), 46 
“Qa. 8 |) Oo fe 
> 5 





Survey drawing of Fe 65 and 66 made 21 June 2005 by David Nichols. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


oe 
bi25oxeie 


Pre, oN 


Loa 
eee 
Y 


/ 





AG? 


ny HAR 


Base of ABE 
Slope 

WAN Facwa 
Skene- Lined 
AAW 
Slope. of 

Luniolg | 


\evelea AA 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 339 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 








3661 Remaining east wall. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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22% 
sheet 
sparse 
low 
can 


wind, rain 

low potential 
moderate 

interior 

none observed 
creosote in west bank 
structural 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

historic; cattle manure 
extent not determined 
roof and walls? 

none 

long-term 

no impact noted 


66 Habitation 





Photo 3667 


Materials 
Walls none 
Mortar none 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 0% of fabric remains. 


This feature is located at the entry to the canyon on the western edge of Providence, overlooking the 
wash. It is the westernmost of the pair 65 and 66 and, excepting the newly recorded “woodchopper’s 
cabin” deep within the canyon, the westernmost structure in Providence. The small dugout area on a 
slope shows no sign of structural remnant. The excavation 1s about six feet wide and eight to ten feet 
deep, with sides ranging from three to six feet high. Creosote bushes are growing in the west bank of 


the excavation. 


Condition 
Poor. 


Stability 
Generally stable. 


Hazards 
None. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None. 


Photo Log 
3664-3669, 10/24/11. 
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See survey drawing in previous entry. 








3668 View to west. 
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Date of survey October 24, 2011 67 Habitation 


Site Characteristics 





Approx. avg. slope 20% to sheer (private property) 
Drainage sheet; adjacent to small wash ag ; 
Vegetation dense . 
Visibility low 
Artifacts cans, wire, metal 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding high potential 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation minimal impact 
Deterioration structural ve 
Loss of mortar n/a Photo 3871 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic; cattle manure Walls limestone 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar dirt 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway none Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 60% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It 1s located in the western 
section of Providence, near Feature 68 and the west road to the mine shaft. It is located at the edge of 
a wash under the cliffs, north of the grouping of 59, 60 and 61. It is not on Mojave National Preserve 
property. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. The small room was 
constructed against a high outcrop of limestone and is comprised of three well laid walls set against 
the sheer cliff face; a front wall has collapsed and the tops of the remaining walls have tumbled. 

The room is an irregular rectangle measuring approximately 10 feet deep by 5.5 to 8 feet wide. 

The singular west wall has with a vertical face inside and a battered wall on the exterior, includes 
some very large boulders at its anchor end but 1s partly collapsed at the point it meets the outcrop 
leading to some infusion of rocks and gravel. The north and east walls form an ell and are solidly 
constructed. The east wall makes a slight curve inward, resulting in an imperfect rectangle; it is 
narrower than the others and partially backfilled. 


Condition Hazards 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; Potential of falling rocks. 


as a ruin it 1s in good condition. 
Potential actions 


Stability Preservation through protection. 

The walls are vulnerable to failure in a severe 

Hood Historical documentation specific to this structure 
None. 
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Survey drawing made 21 June 2005 by David Nichols. 
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Photo Log 
3865-3884, 10/24/11. 
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3865 Setting of Feature 67 viewed to the south, showing its location in a wash. 
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3876 North and east wall. 
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Date of survey 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 
Drainage 
Vegetation 
Visibility 
Artifacts 


Impacts 
Weather 
Flooding 
Erosion 
Soil buildup 
Pests 
Vegetation 
Deterioration 
Loss of mortar 
Spalling 
Rust 
Debris deposits 
Vandalism 
Missing parts 
Vehicular/roadway 
Neglect 
Inappropriate use 


Description 
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October 24, 2011 


47-67% 

sheet; steep slope 
sparse 

low 

none observed 


wind, rain, heat, freezing 
low potential 

moderate 

interior 

small animals 

minimal impact 
structural 


none observed 

extent not determined 
roof and partial walls 
none 

long-term 

no impact noted 


68 Habitation 


(private property) 





Materials 
Walls limestone, rhyolite 
Mortar dirt 
Foundation none 
Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Other 


Approximately 40% of fabric remains. 


This small structure was most likely a habitation used for sleeping. It 1s located in the western 
section of Providence, near Feature 67 and the west road to the mine shaft. It 1s located adjacent to 
a prospect excavation about six feet in elevation above a wash on the western edge of Providence, 
east of the grouping of 59, 60 and 61. It is not on Mojave National Preserve property. There is no 
historical documentation for this particular structure. The very small shelter, suitable for only one 
sleeping man, was excavated into an outcrop of limestone. The room is comprised of a backfilled 
stone wall with a dogleg at the front, and excavated rock outcrop forming the rear and west sides. 
The front wall is comprised of roughly piled large rocks and an entrance gap. 


Condition 


As a building the structure is in poor condition; 
as a ruin it 1s in good condition. 


Stability 


The short front wall may be vulnerable to failure. 


Hazards 


Potential of falling rocks. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this 
structure 


None. 


Photo Log 
3852-3864, 10/24/11. 
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Survey drawing made 21 June 2005 by David Nichols. 
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3852 View to southwest showing wash below (at left). 
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Date of survey October 23, 2011 69, 71 Habitations or 


Site Characteristics 


Approx. avg. slope 22% Commercial Buildings 





Drainage sheet; road ditch in front 
Vegetation dense 
Visibility high 
Artifacts metal debris 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding road ditch potential 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation severe impact from catclaw 
Deterioration structural . : 
Loss of mortar yes Sat aaah —— 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic; cattle manure Walls rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined i autar Adee 
Missing parts roof and partial walls Eeundation noua own 
Vehicular/roadway next to roadway iscr dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Sine 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 20% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This is actually the ruin of two, side-by-side buildings, one of a row of four or five 1n this key 
location adjacent to the mine workings. These structures were next to a boarding house (located 
immediately to the northwest and documented in the 1883 mineral survey map) and may have had a 
similar use, or possibly as housing for more important employees, or could have been a commercial 
buildings such as a store. The mortared masonry buildings were more substantial than the typical 
miners’ dwellings found around Providence. 


They were prominent and much-photographed buildings during the ghost town days of the 1940s 
through 1970s. Desert naturalist Mary Beal took a clear photograph in early May 1937, showing 
the two buildings side by side in fair condition. Two photographs taken in 1947 shows intact stone 
walls but much-deteriorated roof structures; by 1960, the entire roof of the west building was gone 
and only framing remained of the east. A photo taken in 1972 shows all the buildings in the row 
mostly demolished. It appears that the demolition was intentional rather than an unassisted collapse. 
The condition of the west ruin and a pile of debris pushed against the southeast corner of the east 
building implies earth moving by heavy equipment in the area. 


Old photos show two stone-walled buildings with gable shake roofs and wood walls filling the gable 
end. Judging by the door height in the east building, the walls were probably no higher than six feet 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


Cay! Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 


Yr XN 





Survey drawing made 22 June 2005 by David Nichols (offset in scanner, original lost). 
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tall. The buildings appear to have been mirror-image in design with a door and a window facing the 
street, and were offset against the roadway. 


The buildings were relatively well-constructed using rhyolite and adobe mortar; whitewash is 
evident on the interior walls. All walls are failed, and the front wall is entirely gone. The most intact 
remaining wall is the east wall, but 1t is being pushed over by a massive, tree-sized catclaw bush. 
The east building appears to have been 12 feet wide by 16 feet deep, and was partially dug out into 
the hillside. The remaining walls are from 2.5 to five feet tall, and 24 inches thick. The rear wall is 
tumbled and west wall is collapsed into a pile of rocks. A dugout area in the back measures about 

10 by 12 feet, and is being filled by erosion from the soft hillside. Very little remains of the west 
building, mostly piles of stone but with a rear wall remnant measuring five feet high and 24 inches 
thick. A large portion of concrete slab opens the possibility of a concrete floor. 


Condition Potential actions 
East structure: as a building the structure is in Preservation through protection. 
poor condition; as a ruin it is in fair condition. 


West: as a building and as a ruin it is in poor Historical documentation specific to this 


condition ie 

Photographs taken 1937, 1940 1947, 1960, 1962, 
Stability 1972. 
The east wall is damaged and further threatened Photo Led 


by a massive catclaw bush. 3345-3346, 10/23/11; 3828-3851, 10/24. 


Hazards 
Potential of falling rocks. 





with the chemical pile visible at far right. Jepson Herbarium Archives, UC Berkeley. 
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A view through the rear of Feature 69. 
San Bernardino County Museum. 
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Two 1964 photos show the buildings rapidly deteriorating. Bureau of Land Management. 
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3346 This north view shows the remains of two buildings, with the rear wall of the west 
building on the left, and the vegetation impacts on the east building on the right. 
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3828 Roadway and rubble pile in the foreground and condition of the structure at center 
indicates destruction by heavy equipment circa 1970s. 
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3834 View looking down into structures, with roadways in rear. 
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3836 Large catclaw with roots that are damag ng the east wall. 
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3849 East wall bulging as a result of tree growth. 
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Date of survey October 23, 2011 70 Habitation or 


Site Characteristics 
Approx. avg. slope 40% 





Drainage sheet; steep hillside 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility high 
Artifacts metal debris, cans, wood 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 
Erosion moderate 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests small animals 
Vegetation catclaw and creosote 
Deterioration structural 
Loss of mortar yes 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic Walls rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar adobe 
Missing parts roof and most walls Foundation none known 
Vehicular/roadway near roadway Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 
Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 15% of fabric remains. 
Description 


This building is located in the northern section of Providence, near the chemical pile. 

It was one of a row of four or five in this key location adjacent to the mine workings. These 
structures were next to a boarding house (located immediately to the northwest and documented 

in the 1883 mineral survey map) and may have had a similar use, or possibly as housing for more 
important employees, or could have been a commercial buildings such as a store. The mortared 
masonry buildings in the row were more substantial than the typical miners’ dwellings found around 
Providence, and this shows the largest floor area of the remaining ruins in the row. 


These were prominent and much-photographed buildings during the ghost town days of the 1940s 
through 1970s. A photograph taken in 1947 shows intact stone walls and a complete roof structure; 
by 1960, the entire roof and much of the walls had collapsed. A photo taken in 1972 shows all the 
buildings in the row mostly demolished. 


The old photos showed a stone walled building with gable shake roof and wood walls filling the 
gable end; it was close to twice as long (deep into the hillside) than its neighbors. Judging by the 
door height the walls were probably no higher than six feet tall. The building had a door and a 
window facing the street, and a window 1s visible as of 1947 on the northeast wall. 


The building was a relatively well-constructed partial dugout using rhyolite with adobe and/or sand/ 
cement mortar; whitewash is evident on the interior and exterior walls. All walls have tumbled, and 
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Survey drawing made 22 June 2005 by David Nichols. 
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the rear wall and much of the east wall are entirely gone. Sections of the west wall remain, showing 
the aforementioned window. The most intact remaining wall is the east part of the front (southwest) 
wall, standing almost six feet tall and clearly showing a 36-inch doorway. The room measured 14 
feet wide by about 20 deep, with walls 24 inches thick and from 1.5 to six feet tall. The excavation 
at the rear is eroding and depositing material into the former structure. Part of the west wall was 
constructed against a cut bank of rhyolite stone and is failing with a slide. In places, cement mortar 
has been pointed over previously whitewashed stones, circumstances not known. There is a formerly 


leveled area immediately east of the structure. 


Condition 
As a building the structure is 1n poor condition; 
as a ruin it is in good condition. 


Stability 
Remaining walls appear relatively stable. 


Hazards 
Potential of falling rocks. Contaminated material 
has been found on this site (see pp. 13-15). 





Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Historical documentation specific to this structure 
Photographs taken 1937, 1947, 1960, 1962, 
1972. 


Photo Log 
3347-3348, 10/23/11; 3808-3827, 10/24. 


Copyright 2011 John M. Fickewirth 


Feature 70 is seen in the center of this detail from a 1940 photo by Alvin Fickewirth. 
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The roof of Feature 70 can be seen in the center of this detail from the 1947 Weight photo. Mojave Desert 
Heritage & Cultural Association. 
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3808 Feature 70 seen from the roadway, looking north/northwest. 
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3813 West wall sections, window opening visible. 
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3825 East portion of front wall, showing remnant whitewash and door opening on left. 
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Approx. avg. slope 55% 
Drainage sheet; steep hillside 
Vegetation moderate 
Visibility moderate, from mine road 
Artifacts few 
Impacts 
Weather wind, rain, heat, freezing 
Flooding low potential 5 
Erosion hillside unstable 
Soil buildup interior 
Pests none observed 
Vegetation low impact Ue al ne 
Deterioration structural Photo 3352 _ 
Loss of mortar n/a 
Spalling n/a 
Rust n/a Materials 
Debris deposits historic; cattle manure Walls rhyolite 
Vandalism extent not determined Mortar none 
Missing parts roof and walls Foundation none 
Vehicular/roadway mine road about 25 ft. below Floor dirt/sand/gravel 
Neglect long-term Other 


Inappropriate use no impact noted Approximately 5% of fabric remains. 


Description 

This structure was the easternmost in a row of five buildings close to the Bonanza King Mine; it 

was separated from the others by a pile of chemicals that originally had a wood frame building in 
front of it. There is no historical documentation for this particular structure. A photograph taken in 
1947 shows nothing remaining here. The site was dug out from a steep hillside and the building was 
probably about nine feet wide and up to 14 feet deep (into the hillside). Only three remnants of the 
walls remain. The most substantial (west) wall shows two remaining sections, the largest about five 
feet long and 2.5 feet high and the other just over one foot high. A small amount of rubble marks the 
east wall, with no remains of the front or rear walls. 


Potential actions 
Preservation through protection. 


Condition 
As a building the structure is in poor condition; 


as a ruin it is in poor condition. 
Historical documentation specific to this 


structure 
None known. 


Stability 
Wall ruins generally stable; cut in hillside is 


small but eroding. Photo Log 


Hazards 3351-3352, 10/23/11; 3797-3806, 10/24. 


Low potential of falling rocks. No traces of 
chemicals from the nearby pile were identified 
here in a recent survey. 
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3804 View to west; chemical pile can be seen at the upper center, old mine road at center 
left. 


BC Schmidt Construction, Inc., Williams, California 


Condition Assessment and Treatment Plan 367 
Providence Townsite—Mojave National Preserve, California 





3801 Remnant wall and excavation on west side of site. 
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Non-Surviving Mine Buildings 


At least three buildings that stood inside the property boundaries of Bonanza King Consolidated Min- 
ing Company are no longer extant. These buildings were adjacent to the mine shafts and their exact 
use is unknown (see map on pages 81-81). As of 1930, a long barn-like building stood on a bench 

cut and tailings next to the main shaft; it is not known what happened to this building. A small, wood 
frame cabin appears in at least three photographs dating from the 1920s and 1930s, located perhaps 
halfway between the long building mentioned above and the stone corral. It appears to have had a 
metal roof, and its porch faced south looking over Providence. A poured-concrete building with wood 
frame lean-to additions stood closer to Providence and appears in a number of photographs into the 
1970s; it has been speculated that it was an assay office or blacksmith shop. It was gone by the mid- 
1970s, probably removed 
during a time when the 
mine had been briefly revi- 
talized. No known sign of 
these buildings remain. 


This 1926 photograph shows 
a long metal-sheathed mine 
building, with venting cupolas 
at either end, on the ledge 
adjacent to the main shaft and 
headframe. A concrete-walled 
building that may have been 
an assay office is seen below 
it, and the roof of a structure 
located at the upper corner of 
Providence is at bottom left. 
(Mojave Desert Heritage & 
Cultural Association) 


This circa 1930 photograph, 
looking northeast, shows a 
small wood frame cabin be- 
tween the mine building and 
stone corral. (California State 
Geological Survey Library) 
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Historian Arda Haenszel 
took this photograph in 
1962, looking southwest 
from the mine. The concrete 
building shows in the center, 
roof almost gone. The site 
was subsequently cleared. 
(San Bernardino Feldheym 
Library, Arda Haenszel Cali- 
fornia Room) 


Below, the concrete building 
as It appeared in 1964, view 
to northwest. (BLM) 
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Small-Scale Features 


5/7 Rock Graffiti 


Located up the canyon from Providence and not a structural feature for evaluation in this document, 
this location is of interest to anthropologists. It features historic graffiti and prehistoric rock art. The 
historic section includes three sets of figures chipped into the limestone wall: J. FOLGER / 1885 / 
SEP. 2., and in a nearby location, H. OD. A resident in 1884 was named Peter Olger (inscription pos- 
sibly J. P. Olger?). Other historic inscriptions might be found with further investigation. 
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Photo 3350 


The white pile of may be discarded mining 
chemicals is not a structure, however it has been 
here since before 1937 and should be discussed. 
Photographs taken in 1937 and 1940 show 

the pile in place, with a wood frame building 
directly in front of it (to the southwest). The 
building, seen most clearly in Alvin Fickewirth’s 
clear 1940 photographs, is set on a slope and has 
a gable roof, front porch, three doorways and 
three window openings. It would appear to be a 
bunkhouse with three small rooms, or possibly 

a bathroom facility. It is so close to the chemical 
pile that it throws a shadow across the pile in 
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mid-afternoon light. Harold Weight’s fine 1947 
overview of Providence shows the building lying 
in ruin; nothing remains today. 

The contents of the chemical pile was identified 
as calcium carbonate in a sampling taken by park 
staff on February 1, 2012; the contents may have 
been used for whitewash or for “sweetening” 
privies. An earlier sample taken and analyzed 
contained slightly elevated levels of cadmium, 
antimony, and zinc.’ Sampling in the vicinity 
showed low levels of contaminates directly below 
the pile, and higher levels at location down 
the road and closer to Feature 1. The pile may 
have to be removed, an action that could require 
the excavation and removal of much soil in the 
vicinity, especially in the areas below the pile 
where chemicals have drained and collected. 


Historical documentation specific to this structure 
Photographs taken 1937, 1940, 1947, 1960, 
1962, 1972. 


Photo Log 
3349-3350, 10/23/11; 3806-3807, 10/24. 


' E-mail, Ted Weasma to Dewey Livingston, February 2, 
2012; Draft Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis, Bonan- 
za King, Copper Glint, and Death Valley Mines and Mills, 
San Bernardino County, California. Rancho Cordova: 
Tetra Tech EM, October 2011. 
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The pile is evident in these two photos: left, 1940 view to north detail sHouis a building ranediaiely in front of 
the pile (Fickewirth); right, view to east, the building has collapsed (pile visible behind roof in center) MDHCA. 
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7/ Buried Ties 


Located on one of the old Providence town 
roads, this is a small excavation showing two 
parallel railroad tied mostly buried. Its use and 
origin is unknown. 


Photo 3927 





Located near the mine property at the corner of 
the mine road between Providence and the lower 
mine workings, the tall sturdy post with heavy 
cable attached may have been the termination of 
a cable tram system that hauled rock to the dump 
pile. It shows in older photos, but no account 

of its use has been found. The post is a 12x12 
redwood timber eleven feet high, appears to have 
had a previous use, and 1s leaning precipitously. 
A ¥%-inch cable is attached near the top with a 
large eyebolt. One end 1s frayed and the other 
disappears into the ground, no doubt with some 
form of buried deadhead; about twelve feet of 
the cable remain. The old post is mostly sound 
but shows rot at soil contact. 


A trail from the corner of the mine road between 
Providence and the lower mine workings leads to 
this curious feature. It is a tall steel pipe standing 
erect, partly buried in a sloping cut in the steep 
hillside, facing the mine workings. It could be 
the remains of a boiler, a vent, or a chimney; its 
use is unknown at this time. The pipe is set in 
concrete. It is about 10 feet four inches tall and 
16 inches in diameter, and leans slightly to the 
southwest. The pipe is comprised of two sec- 
tions, the shorter bottom section of riveted pipe 
and the upper possibly iron. It has been shot full 
of holes. Erosion reveals an empty space below. 


Photo 3336 
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Roads and Trails 


Providence’s interior circulation routes from the 1880s and 1900s appear to remain intact or at least 
visible. The road system at Providence consists of unmaintained dirt roads averaging eight feet wide. 
One serves as the only entrance directly to Providence from the east, while another enters from the 
north after passing through the mill site below the mines. Four-wheel-drive vehicles are required for 
a trip into providence and the mine. The road system developed after silver had been discovered in 
1880. The primary access in the 1880s was similar to the southern road in use today, although some 
variations are visible, probably made due to washouts. The north road through the mill area extends 
downhill past Bonanza King Well to the 7IL Ranch, former site of the mill 1883-1885, and also 
branches south to meet the main road to Providence. 


For the purpose of this study, the roads have been given labels (see map) that are not authoritative. 
Main Road: From the east, this graveled road leads directly into Providence but now veers left below 
the cookhouse to parallel the former main road. It terminates at the superintendent’s compound. This 


road is in fair condition, with encroaching vegetation and some rough portions. 


Mine Road: This was the main road between the mine and the superintendent’s house and office. It is 
still in use, and in fair condition. 
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Road to Mill and Ranch: This road skirts the mine area and descends northeastward to the mill, Bo- 
nanza King Well, and back to the Providence entry road in the valley below. It is in poor condition. 


Old Mine Road: This was no doubt the original road to the mine from Mojave and Fenner. For to- 
day’s purposes, the road starts where the main road veers left below the cookhouse. This is the road 
that the cookhouse faced in its heyday. The old mine road skirts a hillside and passes the ruins of old 
buildings until it meets the mine road at the summit. The road is in poor condition, but remains used 
occasionally. It is washed out in places, with drainage problems damaging the road in flood events. 
Toxic materials have been identified on this road below the chemical pile and near the cookhouse. 


Old Main Road: This appears to have been the main road through town to the superintendent’s house 
and office. It is unused today, blocked by vegetation and in poor condition, especially at its lower 
(east) end. 


Old Town Road: This was an alternate route to the superintendent’s house and office. It shows a 
portion of raised roadway through a wash with stone retaining walls. It is unused today, blocked by 
vegetation and in poor condition, especially at its lower (east) end where it has entirely washed out. 


Quarry Road: Constructed to access the tuff quarry, this road is blocked at its beginning by erosion 
and vegetation and farther up by a dirt pile. It is about 500 feet in length and up to 13 feet wide. The 
roadway is intact but 1s in poor condition. 
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4427 Elevated section of old town road. 
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4442 Old mine road as it passes in front of Features 69 and 70, view to southeast. 





4472 Quarry road looking southwest towards Providence. 
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Old Road to Fenner: A portion of the original road has been bypassed below Providence to the east, 
but the main road eventually regains the old track. It is unpassable and washed out in places. Farther 
down in the valley, the Fenner-Providence Wagon Road remains in use as a ranch road. 


Old Wagon Road: Remains of an old road can be found adjacent to the wash into Bonanza King 
Canyon. The first section of this road, leaving the superintendent’s compound, is passable but termi- 
nated at wilderness boundary. The old road can be followed about a quarter mile up the canyon. 


Road to South Mines: Date of construction unknown, this road was in place in the 1950s. It appar- 
ently was constructed to access mines south of Providence. 


Old Road: An unidentified road track, unaccessible because of vegetation, heads southeast from be- 
low the cookhouse and ends or has been obliterated by natural forces. 


Trails have been identified in Providence, but most circulation routes around town have disappeared 
from erosion, and cow trails are hard to discern from old foot trails. Three trails have been located 
and marked on the accompanying map: trail to Feature 58 in west Providence; trail to pipe in the 
north; and trail in Providence, seen in early pictures as a short cut from the mine to the commercial 
section. Some sections of trail are barely discernable in the vicinity of Features 31,35 and 37. 
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4683 Trail to habitation Feature 58 looking south. 
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2965 Historic Fenner-Providence Wagon Road near Colton Well, view to northwest. 
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Treatment Plan 


This Treatment Plan is intended to provide guidance to Mojave National Preserve managers, staff 
and contractors in regard to the preservation of structural remains at the remote mining town of 
Providence. The Plan includes recommendations for treatments that may require further planning, 
engineering and study. As noted in the administrative section of this document, there are a number of 
steps to be completed before preservation actions can be taken. The National Park Service has stated, 


The decision to implement treatment at a site assumes that adequate documentation has 
been collected to enable prioritization of sites to be treated. A recommendation by resource 
managers to park managers to intervene at a site must be based on sufficient information 
that suggests that the site is threatened and requires treatment, has significance and integrity, 
contains interpretive and scientific information, and is potentially eligible for or is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 


It is recommended that, as a next step, Mojave National Preserve initiate a Determination of 
Eligibility (DOE) to the National Register of Historic Places and list Providence and its structures 
on the NPS Cultural Landscape Inventory (CLI) and List of Classified Structures (LCS). Listing on 
the CLI and LCS require an administrative determination of treatment level, which is also essential 
before work is done at the site. 


Providence appears to possess historical integrity. The National Register of Historic Places 
guidelines define integrity as “the authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by the 
survival of physical characteristics that existed during the property’s prehistoric or historic period.” 
Historic integrity is defined by the presence of most or all of these seven qualities: location; design; 
setting; materials; workmanship; feeling; and association. Providence as a landscape or district may 
meet the criteria of all the seven qualities, despite its ruined appearance. 


According to the Secretary’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, the four 
treatment approaches for a site like Providence are Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and 
Reconstruction. At Providence, only Preservation appears to be an option. There is too little fabric 
remaining for Rehabilitation and Restoration, and Reconstruction is not possible because of lack 
of documentation on the original physical attributes of the structures. Preservation “places a high 
premium on the retention of all historic fabric through conservation, maintenance and repair. It 
reflects a building’s continuum over time, through successive occupancies, and the respectful 
changes and alterations that are made.” In the case at Providence, the “building’s continuum over 
time” is key to understanding the proposals below, since every building is in ruin. 


The most beneficial activity towards preserving these features would be to educate Preserve staff and 
visitors in the values of public historic places and cultural resources. Make it clear, in appropriate 
locations on the site, that these are federally protected cultural resources to discourage movement 

or removal of any rock or artifact. It appears that at Providence, visitors may not know whether the 
property is part of the Bonanza King Mine and therefore private; or whether it is BLM or National 
Park Service; some might even think that Providence is owned by the Blair family, nearby cattle 
ranchers. There is no sign directing visitors to Providence, although there is a small one pointing out 
the mine; no directional sign is recommended in the interests of preservation. There is no signage 
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In some cases at the cookhouse, mortar has apparently been repaired as seen here. Notice the areas where 
the mortar has washed out of the spaces between stones. This structure is a mix of rhyolite and limestone. 
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at the mine or the town site telling what it is, its history, its Jurisdiction, its dangers, or whether 
there are any rules to go by. It is recommended that unobtrusive signage and/or wayside displays be 
developed and installed that will encourage understanding and protection of the historic resources 
at Providence, as well as cautioning the public about the many dangers at the site. An appropriate 
location for a wayside exhibit would be at the large open area at the top of the road to the mine, 
adjacent to Feature 74 and on NPS property, where there is room for parking and good views are 
afforded of Providence and the Bonanza King Mine. 


The following is excerpted from NPS guidelines defining masonry materials used for building in the 
United States: 


“Stone is one of the more lasting of masonry building materials and has been used throughout the 
history of American building construction. The kinds of stone most commonly encountered on 
historic buildings in the U.S. include various types of sandstone, limestone, marble, granite, slate and 
fieldstone. ... 


‘Mortar is used to bond together masonry units. Historic mortar was generally quite soft, consisting 
primarily of lime and sand with other additives. By the latter part of the 19th century, portland 
cement was usually added resulting in a more rigid and non-absorbing mortar. 


“Like historic mortar, early stucco coatings were also heavily lime-based, increasing in hardness 
with the addition of portland cement in the late 19th century. 


“Concrete has a long history, being variously made of tabby, volcanic ash and, later, of natural 
hydraulic cements, before the introduction of portland cement in the 1870s. Since then, concrete has 
also been used 1n its precast form. 


“While masonry is among the most durable of historic building materials, it is also very susceptible 
to damage by improper maintenance or repair techniques and harsh or abrasive cleaning methods.” 


At Providence, builders largely utilized local materials at hand: stone including limestone, rhyolite 
and tuff; sand and dirt for mortar; and pinon juniper timber from the surrounding highlands. They 
also used cement and concrete, although apparently later than the initial construction of Providence. 


While many preservation treatments involve utilizing in-kind materials, at Providence it may be 
acceptable to make use of modern compounds, for instance epoxy-based sealants and mortars in 
the interior of masonry spaces, and replacement blocks for deteriorated or missing tuff made of 
lightweight concrete compositions. With any wood replacement, which only pertains to Feature 
44 (superintendent’s compound), it is recommended to utilize similar materials, even used lumber 
and timbers, for repairs. Still, Providence presents serious challenges to preservation experts. The 
already-collapsed buildings cannot be rebuilt, and the major ruin is disintegrating rapidly with 
especially complex and indefinite solutions. It is hoped that this document sets the stage for the 
preservation of Providence for the education and enjoyment of future generations. 
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Local materials such as the juniper log used as a beam in the smokehouse (part of Feature 44), and re- 
claimed lumber as the cross beam, should be utilized when appropriate. 
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Use of cement, seen here in the ruins of the commissary (Feature 02), allowed improvements in window sills, 


masonry repointing and floor surfaces. Note the eroding tuff blocks and soft mortar. Tuff coated with white- 
wash or paint experienced less deterioration. 
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Treatment Options: Cookhouse (Feature 01, page 87) 


The cookhouse is the centerpiece of old Providence and also the most vulnerable. It is in poor 
condition and will require extraordinary efforts to preserve in its current state. The loss of its roof 
some 65 years ago led to deterioration that is ongoing. The four rooms each have their particular 
qualities and problems. For instance, the storeroom, constructed largely of durable rhyolite blocks, 
remains in the best condition, while the dining room, constructed entirely of soft tuff blocks, 1s 
deteriorating rapidly. The two rooms between the storeroom and dining room are in extremely poor 
condition. If left to the elements and vandals, it is likely that the cookhouse, with the exception of 
the storeroom, will deteriorate to the point of melting rubble within a decade or two. 


There are four treatment options presented here for the cookhouse: 

1. No action (allow time and nature take its course); 

2. Temporarily brace walls and restrict public access for safety; 

3. Seal wall tops and make minor repairs and repointing, possibly coupled with bracing; 
4. Dismantle and/or repair walls, seal wall tops, remove ruined concrete storeroom roof. 


A fifth action, constructing a protective roof over the entire building, is not practical. 


For this report, the four extant rooms comprising the cookhouse (dining room, kitchen, storeroom 
and lean-to) are evaluated individually. As noted in the Condition Assessment, the dining room and 
storeroom appear to have been built before the kitchen and lean-to were added. Also, the concrete 
work on floors, sills and porches appear to be later improvements. The porches comprise the fifth 
element in this treatment plan. 


Dining Room 

The tuff-block dining room is the prominent feature of the cookhouse and will require the most 
extensive treatment. The east and west walls are vulnerable to toppling and all walls are invaded by 
moisture, from the top by rains and the bottom by rising damp. Because of these impacts, there are 
serious challenges in obtaining a successful treatment. For instance, in this situation there is little 
that can be done about the rising damp without deconstruction, and so if resources are only expended 
on stabilizing the walls above by bracing and/or sealing, the walls will continue to be threatened by 
collapse._ 


Four major impacts threaten the cookhouse dining room: 


Structural Instability 
The tuff walls are unstable, despite the solid appearance of much of the extant walls. Documentary 


evidence of deterioration since 1960 show a continuous pattern of wall failure and loss of fabric. It is 
evident that the north wall and corners were constructed poorly and entirely failed by 1980, whereas 
the south wall and corners appear to be constructed with more skill. There 1s little indication of 
structural failure in the south corners as seen in the north corners. 


While the exposed wall tops are the major factor in wall deterioration (see below) the nature of the 
almost-freestanding wall remnants pose particular threats. The west half of the rear (south) wall 
appears to be the most stable, probably because of the stability of the southwest corner construction. 
However, the failed window opening towards the east end has harmed the integrity of the wall, and 
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4479 Top of west dining room wall showing failure of half blocks and melting tuff. 
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4504 Top of short segment on east wall, dining room. 
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similar failure above the intact doorway and lintel will result in an overall deconstruction of that 
south wall. 


The east wall is in poor condition and has a particularly vulnerable “tower” of mortared tuff to the 
north of the former window opening. This section could probably be pushed over by a person with 
ease. The east wall section at the corner is also poor, with rapidly failing upper structure featuring 

loose and deteriorating blocks of tuff. 


The west wall is the most complete but also the most vulnerable. It is leaning slightly westward, 
indicating foundation failure, and the exposed tops continue to allow moisture inside the wall. A tuff 
block is missing near the center of the wall. The north end of the wall is exposed and failing, and if 
left untreated will collapse to and past the window opening, leading to an eventual collapse of the 
entire wall. 


In all walls, loss of the soft mortar 1s noticeable and, in the upper parts of the walls, exacerbates 
the threat to the structure. The deconstruction of the upper walls through loss of mortar and the 
subsequent “feeling off” of tuff half-blocks is particularly alarming. 


The problems outlined here are complex and challenging, and closely tied to the following topic, 
exposed wall tops. The following actions could be taken to stabilize the dining room walls: 


Bracing: Install wood or steel bracing in order to temporarily stabilize the walls while investigating 
permanent treatments. Bracing would not deter the invasion of water within the walls and would 
only allow more time. This measure would require basic engineering design, and might be unsightly. 


Sealant: Seal the exposed tops (see below). 


Reconstruction: Dismantle the walls and carefully reconstruct them with epoxy-based mortar and 
interior reinforcement. This would allow installation of a proper concrete foundation. Dismantling 
and reconstruction would be a delicate and expensive operation but would be the only sure way to 
fully stabilize the walls. 


Exposed Wall Tops 
In conjunction with structural instability resulting from loss of roof and wall parts, the exposure of 


the walls to the elements is particularly destructive. The construction of the walls, in which narrow, 
parallel-laid mortared blocks of tuff stand 1n for full-depth blocks, leave the interior of the walls 
open to rainwater and wind erosion. This is directly causing failure of the walls as the parallel blocks 
separate and fall outward, further exposing new courses to weather. This never-ending process will 
result in the complete destruction of the remaining tuff walls. 


This problem can be remedied by installing a continuous cap of epoxy-based sealant on the entire 
length of the wall tops. Experimentation could determine the thickness of the introduced material, 
which would also be applied as deeply as possible between the upper blocks from above. The 

cap would be practically invisible to persons on the ground. It would not improve the structural 
stability of the walls; they could fall due to other structural problems. Best to coordinate this option 
with wall stabilization outlined above. The problematic north end of the west wall would require 
reconstruction before application of a cap, as it is already pulling apart and close to failure. 
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4125 Rising damp in south wall of dining room. 


3959 Deteriorating tuff and stucco in north kitchen wall. 
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Missing Fabric 
Missing parts and material in the dining room include tuff blocks and mortar, lintels, door and 


window parts, a tuff block that was chiseled out of the interior west wall and a missing block at 

the bottom of the exterior west wall. Nothing can be done about most of these items, but the tuff 
blocks can and should be replaced with either tuff or a specially-made concrete block, thus restoring 
stability to that portion of wall. 


It should be noted that most of the tuff blocks that tumbled or were disassembled are not on the 

site, indicating that a large amount of fabric was hauled off site since the 1960s. Retrieval and 
reinstallation of blocks is not recommended, although intact tuff blocks could be used in stabilization 
efforts. 


One of the missing lintels and part of a tin-sheathed door frame are extant as of October 2011; the 
former is in use as a camp bench and the latter is laying in the kitchen. The lintel should be retrieved 
and preserved, while the door frame could be either reinstalled with care or retrieved and preserved. 


Foundation and Rising Damp 
The lower courses of tuff are deteriorating from moisture rising from the ground under the wall, 


exacerbated by erosion from wind and rain. It does not appear that there 1s any concrete foundation, 
although a layer of limestone could have been used as a sub-grade base course; the tuff is probably 
laid on leveled native gravel and dirt. Excavation would be required to determine the exact nature 
of the foundation. The later installation of a concrete floor may have impeded moisture from exiting 
the ground and forced it into the base courses of tuff. Older photos show this has been an ongoing 
problem. Two treatments, one expensive and unpredictable and the other even more expensive and 
also invasive, are possible: 


Drainage improvements: Installing a deep drainage system (perforated pipe in gravel-filled trenches 
surrounding the building) may improve the situation but a measurable outcome is unlikely and its 
construction could threaten stability of the building. This option would require engineering services 
and archeological clearance. 


Reconstruction: The only action that would likely solve this problem 1s disassembly of the entire 
wall, installing sub-grade foundation and vapor barrier, and rebuilding of the wall. The deteriorated 
tuff blocks in the lower courses would be replaced by tuff or concrete (concrete would be stronger, 
and blocks can be produced that match the appearance of tuff). This costly option would harm the 
whitewash coating but result in a reduction of deterioration caused by rising damp. 


Left untreated, the lower courses will continue to deteriorate and exacerbate the eventual collapse of 
the dining room walls. 


Some tuff blocks are experiencing surface erosion. This appears to be the result of loss of protective 
coating (whitewash) and/or a natural difference in the quality of quarried tuff blocks. This condition 
can be seen in 60-year-old photographs of the structure and is not thought to be a fast-moving 
impact. Still, clear epoxy-based coatings or protective surfacing can be experimented with. 


External Erosion 
A fifth impact to the cookhouse is erosion in the surrounding ground. The front of the building 
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4308 Hole in west wall 
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4070 Storeroom east wall showing effects of collapsed concrete roof. 
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has seen a buildup of gravel from the adjacent roadway that is now beginning to cover the porch. 
Future flood events could lead to inundation of the building as water and debris are diverted into the 
building over the current buildup that could act as a ramp. It is recommended that the excess gravel 
at the northwestern corner of the cookhouse porch be removed and the grade restored to that seen in 
the 1947 photograph by Harold Weight. 


Kitchen 

The kitchen was poorly constructed and even more poorly repaired. There are many problems 
including structural failure in the west wall, an unstable chimney structure, detaching layers of 
stucco, and a large amount of dirt and rock in the room. The west wall appears to be the part of the 
room that demands attention. 


Three impacts threaten the cookhouse kitchen and porch: 


Structural Instability 
The north wall has been addressed in the dining room section above. The west wall has a large hole 


and is facing imminent collapse. The extreme solution 1s complete dismantling and reconstruction 
of the wall, which is not advised. The hole can be filled with concrete but it 1s risky because of 
potential weight issues; a lighter material would require adequate strength to hold the weight of the 
upper wall. A wooden framework could be constructed to stabilize the wall, both filling the hole and 
bracing the wall overall. The loose limestone blocks atop the wall could pose a hazard to a visitor. 
The south part of the wall is bulging slightly inward; no treatment 1s recommended. 


Foundation and Rising Damp 
Parts of the lower courses of tuff are deteriorating from moisture rising from the ground under 


the wall, exacerbated by erosion from wind and rain. It does not appear that there is any concrete 
foundation, although a layer of limestone could have been used as a sub-grade base course; the tuff 
and other materials are probably laid on leveled native gravel and dirt. Excavation would be required 
to determine the exact nature of the foundation. See above for potential treatments; however, the 
practicality of actions 1n this room is not so clear. 


Some tuff blocks are experiencing surface erosion. This appears to be the result of loss of protective 
coating (stucco and whitewash) and/or a natural difference in the quality of quarried tuff blocks. 


Erosion 

Dirt and rocks appear to be entering the room from the large window opening. This can be alleviated 
with a small amount of soil removal. Erosion under the east kitchen porch is undercutting the 
structure. This can be alleviated by the placement of local dirt and gravel to build up the grade to the 
height seen in the 1940 photo by A. Fickewirth. 


Storeroom 
The mixed-rock building has many problems despite its stout and sturdy appearance. Although it was 
constructed with skill and care, there are -- major impacts that threaten the cookhouse storeroom: 


Structural Instability 
The 4-inch concrete slab roof collapsed some 30 years ago and is causing pressure on the walls. The 


southeast corner of the building is being pushed outward, with cracks showing the displacement. 
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4010 Wall failure (left) from weight of concrete debris, storeroom. 
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Another crack is seen in the north end of the east wall. It is recommended that, following adequate 
documentation, the larger broken concrete roof pieces are removed, thus alleviating strain on the 
wall. The only option for repairing the damage is complete reconstruction of the walls, which is not 
recommended. 


Lean-to 

The lean-to 1s in poor condition and appears to be beyond repair. Tuff blocks in the north wall are 
melting away and the structure would require partial or complete reconstruction with new materials. 
The west and south retaining walls are failing and could be repaired to reduce erosion into the room. 
At this time, no preservation activity 1s recommended. 





4128 Graffiti In dining room. Wr eta 
4182 Lintel used as bench, campfire. 4 PSPS tae: 
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Treatment Options: Commissary (Feature 02, page 117) 


The commissary has entirely collapsed and is beyond stabilization. The one standing wall portion 
can be left as is, although it will eventually collapse. No preservation activity is recommended. 


Treatment Options: Superintendent’s Compound (Feature 44, page 271) 


The Superintendent’s residence compound represents the authority of mine owners and managers at 
old Providence. The residence itself is no longer extant, however behind its footprint is a large covered 
dugout room and other features. The dugout is the major feature and is used and maintained by visitors 
as a camp and gathering site. This and the adjacent smokehouse provide the only man-made shade and 
protection from the weather to be found at Providence. Although many photographs dating from 1926 
to the present depict the wood frame house, no documentation earlier than 1984 has been found that 
shows the evolution of the dugout and its associated features. Therefore, it is impossible to determine 
exactly what has been altered by visitors other than obvious recent additions and repairs. 


The features in the Superintendent’s compound are in poor condition but ongoing “commonsense” 
maintenance by visitors have kept the site functional as a shelter and campsite. None of the repairs or 
additions were accomplished with BLM or NPS permission or planning; it appears that a dedicated 
group or groups of people long familiar with the site have taken charge and take care of the place as 
time permits. These activities no doubt affected the structure’s historical integrity, but to what degree 
cannot be defined without more documentation. This can be taken into account when any official 
preservation work is done, providing more flexibility in design than would otherwise be acceptable. 


A recent survey of mining-related contamination at the Bonanza King Mine has found seven 
locations with toxic materials within the Superintendent’s compound. While the levels of toxicity 
are not considered a threat to occasional users, eventual removal may have an adverse impact on the 
structures. For instance, the roof of the smokehouse is contaminated and will no doubt have to be 
removed. The worst-case scenario is excavation activity that could result in the destruction of the 
structures in the compound. It 1s recommended that any preservation planning and work be delayed 
until the contamination issues are settled, and that some form of information is made available to 
visitors and campers. While the levels are considered low, many people are particularly sensitive to 
chemical pollution and deserve the right to be informed about the nature of the materials present. 


Three treatment options are presented here for the compound, considering that pending removal of 
contaminants does not affect the features. No treatment is recommended for the slab and pit; these 
options only apply to the dugout rooms and long wall: 

1. No action (likely that visitors continue to maintain the area); 

2. Minor repair to retaining walls and roof; 

3. Full preservation actions including wall repair, wood replacement, roof repair (likely to involve 
engineering). 


For this report, the five extant features comprising the Superintendent’s compound (large room, 
smokehouse, long wall, slab and privy excavation) are evaluated individually. As noted in the 
Condition Assessment, the concrete slab appears to have been constructed later than the other 
elements as the floor of the wood frame superintendent’s residence. 
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2667 Smokehouse wall and roof failure. 
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Large Room 

The room is dug out into a slope with rubble retaining walls and a makeshift roof of lumber and 
sheet metal reinforced against wind with large stones. The tops of the retaining walls have been 
repaired over the years; some areas have been built up with less skill than the original construction, 
especially in the northeast corner. The upper edge of the wall is key to its stability, and some 
replacement and refitting of stones would be appropriate. Some missing stones in the walls can be 
replaced with care, and repointing as necessary can be accomplished in the northwest masonry wall. 


The roof structure may require examination by a structural engineer if it is to be brought up 

to safety codes, although it could be predicted that an engineer would condemn the place. The 
current structure is haphazard and potentially dangerous to persons under the roof, especially in 
stormy conditions when parts of the roof could fail. The main beam, which might be original to 

the structure, appears to be sound but the supporting posts are improvised and should be replaced. 
The 2x4 and 2x6 rafters should also be replaced and new ones set in a more consistent manner for 
improved roof strength. All fasteners should be replaced with improved placement. The sheet metal 
is also haphazard but in keeping with the “ghost town” feel of Providence. Reusing materials found 
on site is consistent with historical practices in the desert and should be continued. The sheet metal 
should be attached more securely to the rafters and, considering any new framing is of adequate 
strength, rocks could still be used as hold-downs, known to be a traditional practice in Providence. 
All replacement materials would best be compatible to the weathered look found in Providence and 
other old mining towns in the desert; in this case, recycling is encouraged. 


Smokehouse and wall 

This small dugout structure is the most intact historic structure in Providence. The major issue is the 
contaminated materials on the roof and the fact that said materials have likely polluted the interior of 
the structure. If the materials were not an issue, this structure would require only some repairs to the 
roof, and an upper east wall repair that would halt intrusion of dirt and gravel into the room. 


Extending from the smokehouse at the northwestern extremity of the Superintendent’s compound is 
a mortared stone retaining wall that appears to be sound. It may require some repointing. 


Concrete Slab 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Privy Pit 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


2691 Camping and gathering site at cement 
slab overlooking Providence and Fenner Valley. | 
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Treatment Options: Habitations 


Of the 59 features recorded at Providence, 43 are partially standing former habitations (or possibly 
small commercial buildings) of similar nature and five others are leveled areas thought to be 
habitation sites. The former were small buildings constructed of limestone and/or rhyolite, often 
as dugouts, ranging 1n size from 50 to 250 square feet and comprised of one (the majority) to five 
rooms; the latter are dirt platforms dug out of a slope with little or no structural remains. 


This extant collection of stone habitations largely define Providence as a compelling historic 

mining camp. Stone cabins can be found at many other desert mining sites but not in such numbers 
and consistency as here. Preservation of these ruins as a whole is essential to retain the cultural 
landscape, but individually the structures may best be left as is rather than aggressively rehabilitated. 


Remaining features at Providence can be placed into three categories: 

—Habitation ruins with potential for preservation actions including minor reconstruction; 
—Habitation ruins best left as 1s; 

—Habitation (or unidentified development) sites with little or no structural remains and low potential 
for preservation activity. 


Habitation ruins with potential for preservation actions include a small number of the standing ruins 
in which some action can be taken to prevent further deterioration. 


Habitation ruins best left as is comprise the majority of the features at Providence. The walls have 
tumbled to a state of repose and little or nothing can be done to further protect them other than 
prevention of vandalism. 


Habitation (or unidentified development) sites with little or no structural remains and no 
potential for preservation activity are the five leveled areas, where only the possibility of drainage 
improvements or vegetation removal would be considered. 


These tumbled stone structures cannot be reconstructed or even repaired without adequate 
documentation, which at this time doesn’t exist. Minor repair/reconstruction can be considered in 
some cases, especially in retaining walls. Cleaning out the floor area could be considered but is 
not practical and would disturb fabric that would otherwise be left in place and possibly contribute 
to future understanding of the resource. Constructing ditches to divert water flows or removing 
vegetation from the ruin might also be poor options from a natural resources point of view. In 
essense, the practical treatment for most of these structures could be called monitored neglect. 


Cattle grazing in the Providence town area has the potential to damage artifacts, trail remnants 
and unstable rock walls. It is possible that many of the tumbled structures were affected by cattle 
who enjoy rubbing against solid objects. While fencing of the entire site is cost prohibitive and not 


recommended, cattle impacts can be effectively monitored. 


Follows is a listing of all habitation sites with recommendations and, if necessary, treatment options: 
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Feature 04: Habitation (page 125) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 05: Habitation (page 131) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 07: Habitation (page 139) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 08: Habitation (page 143) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 09: Habitation (page 147) 
Stabilize west and north walls via carefully 
recorded disassembly and reconstruction. 


Feature 10: Habitation (page 151) 
Improve natural barrier from flood impacts; 
replace missing stones in walls. 


Feature 11: Habitation (page 157) 


No preservation activity 1s recommended 
Monitor structure for instability. 
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Feature 12: Habitation (page 161) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended 
Monitor structure for instability. 


Feature 13: Habitation (page 165) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 14: Habitation (page 169) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 15: Habitation (page 171) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended 
Monitor structure for road drainage impacts. 


Feature 18: Habitation (page 179) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 19: Habitation (page 183) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 
Monitor structure for instability. 


Feature 20: Habitation (page 187) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 
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Fe 24: 3103 Typical failure in wall segment. 
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Feature 21: Habitation (page 191) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 22: Habitation (page 193) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 23: Habitation (page 197) 


Consider vegetation removal to lessen impacts. 


Feature 25: Habitation (page 207) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 26: Habitation (page 211) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 28: Habitation (page 217) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 
Monitor structure for flood impacts. 


Feature 29: Habitation (page 221) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 
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Feature 31: Habitation (page 225) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 
Consider vegetation removal. 


Feature 33: Habitation (page 229) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 35: Habitation (page 233) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 
Monitor structure for instability. 


Feature 37: Commercial building (page 241) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Monitor structure for instability. 


Feature 39: Habitation (page 251) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 40: Habitation (page 255) 

No preservation activity 1s recommended. 
Consider reconstruction of failing retaining 
walls. 
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Fe 69: 3103 Impact of mature vegetation, which pushes walls with roots. 
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Feature 41: Habitation (page 259) 
Consider removal of Mojave yuccas that are 
impacting walls. 


Feature 42: Habitation (page 263) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 43: Habitation (page 267) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 45: Habitation (page 287) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 46: Habitation (page 293) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 47: Habitation (page 299) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 48: Habitation (page 303) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 56: Habitation (page 313) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Monitor structure for instability and public uses. 


Feature 58: Habitation (page 319) 

No preservation activity is recommended. 
Monitor structure for instability and consider 
vegetation removal. 


Feature 59: Habitation (page 325) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 
Monitor structure for instability. 


Feature 60: Habitation (page 329) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 
Monitor structure for instability. 


Feature 61: Habitation (page 333) 

No preservation activity is recommended. 
Monitor structure for instability. This structure 
may lie on the NPS boundary or within private 
property. A survey 1s recommended to determine 
ownership. 


Feature 65: Habitation (page 337) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 66: Habitation (page 341) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 67: Habitation (page 343) 
This structure is on private property. No 
preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 68: Habitation (page 347) 
This structure is on private property. No 
preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 69: Habitation (page 351) 
Consider removal of large catclaw bush that is 
impacting stability. 


Feature 70: Habitation (page 359) 
Contaminated materials have been found 

in this structure. No preservation activity 1s 
recommended. Monitor structure for instability. 


Feature 71: Habitation (page 351) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 72: Habitation (page 365) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 
Monitor for contamination. 
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Treatment Options: Other Structures including Walls, Horse Corral, Tuff Quarry, and Odd 
Structures (Features 6, 16, 24, 51, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77) 


These disparate features do not fall into the categories of habitation or commercial building. Some 
are unidentified and most are best left in situ with no action. 


Feature 06: Wall (page 135) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 16: Tuff Quarry (page 175) 


This feature is an important feature at Providence, but lacks structure and is in low danger of 
destruction. No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 24: Wall (page 203) 
No preservation activity 1s recommended. 


Feature 51: Horse Corral (page 307) 

This is an important structure that illustrates a lesser-known aspect of 19" century mining: the use 
of horses and mules for hauling and transportation. A wash cuts through the middle of the corral, 

no doubt as designed, and little can be done to mitigate damage. It is recommended that the site be 
examined by a hydrologist to determine if impacts can be lessened. Soil deposits within the feature 
do not appear to threaten the structural integrity. Removal of plants growing with the wall should be 
considered. 


Feature 73: Chemical Pile (page 370) 

No preservation activity 1s recommended. This old pile of calctum carbonate has showed little or no 
contamination and will eventually be removed. Recommend identification of the material, signage 
and access restriction. 


Feature 75: Post and cable (page 371) Feature 77: Buried ties (page 371) 
No preservation activity is recommended. No preservation activity is recommended. 


Feature 76: Chimney pipe (page 371) 
No preservation activity is recommended. 


Treatment Options: Roads and Trails 


Roadways at and around Providence have reportedly not been maintained in years. That said, the 
roads into Providence are easily used in a four-wheel-drive vehicle. Roads vary from fair condition 
to unusable, and no treatment is recommended at this time. Low levels of contaminated material 
have been found on at least two roadway locations and removal will take priority over any actions 
taken in preserving or maintaining the roadways. 
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Appendix 
Notes on two artifacts found at Providence by Preserve archeologist David Nichols, circa 2005: 


Pacific Rubber Paint Co. Artifact found at Providence Township, Fe. 5 


W. P. Fuller & Co. traces its origins to the pioneer firm of Fuller and Heather which began in 

1857 in Sacramento. The firm was established when William Parmer Fuller (1827-90) went into 
partnership with Seton Heather, a young Englishman. The firm advertised itself as being “Importers 
and Wholesale Dealers in Paints, Oils, French Window Glass, Brushes, Varnishes, Turpentine, Glue, 
Gold Leaf, Artists’ Materials, etc.” In 1862 Fuller and Heather moved to San Francisco. Heather 
remained in Sacramento managing what would become a branch operation, while Fuller established 
the headquarters of the business in San Francisco. By 1867, Fuller and Heather was doing so well 
that it had outdistanced one of its major competitors in the area, Oliver & Co., and was close on the 
heels of a second, Cameron, Whittier & Co. That same year the three firms considered merging into 
a joint stock company as a result of competition from English manufacturers who were undercutting 
the California paint market by setting low rates. D. J. Oliver pulled out of the negotiations but 
William Franklin Whittier (1832-1919), the surviving member of Cameron, Whittier &amp; Co. 
eventually decided to form a partnership with Fuller. Fuller bought out Heather’s interest in Fuller 
and Heather, and the new company, Whittier, Fuller & Co. was formed January 1, 1868. The merger 
made the company the largest dealing in paints, oils and glass on the Pacific coast. 

In the succeeding years the company expanded its operations. In 1873 1t began manufacturing 
paints on the Pacific coast by helping to finance the Pacific Rubber Paint Company. Two years later, 
the company built a white lead and color works in the San Francisco bay region. In addition, the 
company established branches in Oakland (1876), Portland, Oregon (1883), Los Angeles (1885), 
San Diego (1886), Stockton (1890), and Seattle, Washington (1892). They also became the largest 
importers of glass on the Pacific coast and maintained their mirror-making operations, which had 
been their first important manufacturing enterprise. 

In 1890 when Fuller died, Whittier offered to buy out Fuller’s interest in the business, but 
Mrs. Fuller refused. The resulting dissension between Whittier, and Mrs. Fuller and her eldest 
son William P., II (1861-1936) led to a decline in the business. After an unsuccessful attempt at a 
reconciliation between Whittier and Fuller, in which a new company was organized with Whittier, 
Fuller, and F. N. Woods under the same company name, The Fuller family bought out Whittier’s and 
Wood’s interest in 1894. Thus, the pioneer firm of Whittier, Fuller &amp; Co. was dissolved and 
succeeded by W. P. 

Fuller &amp; Co. The new firm concentrated on paints and glass, having sold its oil business in 1895 
to the Standard Oil Co. with whom it had engaged in a bitter struggle for several years. 

William P., II became the president of the new firm, and on his retirement in 1905 due to ill 
health, was succeeded by I. F. Littlefield. Littlefield had been employed by Whittier, Fuller &amp; 
Co. in 1880 as a bookkeeper and had become the first secretary of W. P. Fuller and Co. He remained 
president until his death in 1924. 

Other Fuller family members also joined the firm. In 1891 Frank W. (1874-1928) came on 
board and in 1906 followed his mother as vice president. In 1900 George P. (1880-?), the youngest 
son, entered the firm, becoming the secretary in 1906 and the treasurer in 1910. 

Source: http://dynaweb.oac.cdlib.org/sgml/chs/fullwpco.sgm 
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Ginger Beer Bottle found at Providence Township, Fe. 9 


Ginger Beer was stored in Stoneware bottles as far back as the 1830’s. Incised “primitives”, 
handthrown by potters to very individualistic standards, were made with little more than the bottler’s 
name, perhaps a city and even a date on the shoulder for identification. Most were just slip glazed, 
the occasional one had blue glaze on the lip or even down the shoulder. 

Come the 1880’s, and growing industrialization, the modern, grey glazed bottles with 
stamped logos started to appear. These more modern, still handthrown but made to much more 
precise standards, bottles, came with shoulder slips in green, blue, even purple-red! And the stamped 
designs were just as wonderful...men on bicycles, steam locomotives, moose, black bears, anything 
to attract the buyer’s interest. 

Stone ginger beer bottles faded in the 1920’s, as the appallingly poor health standards 
became more obvious. Buyers started questioning the sediments at the bottoms of the bottles and 
wanted their wares in glassware, and wanted it to look fresh and clean, not just to feel that way when 
they drank it! As well, refrigeration was becoming more the norm, and the benefit of stoneware for 
keeping liquids cool just wasn’t so necessary anymore. And thus came the superiority of the modern 
glass pop bottle. 

Gingers are usually collected by locale, province, state or other geographical locale. As with 
every other field of bottle collecting, the rare are not always sought after, the new are typically more 
valuable than the old (go figure!), and the beautiful, rare ones are very, very dear! 

Source: http://www.antiquebottles.com/gingerbeer/ 
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